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'fany feel the Asdlanadian's view of
reality has been refracted through the
prism of racist ideology. We have been
anduly accused of being 'radical',
‘sensationalistic', if you will--that
e dwell too heavily on themes of
oppression which we have approached and
consequently attacked and dissected
from numerous perspectives, loreover,
as a magazine whose objectives include
‘the promotion of cross-cultural under-
standing, we are seen as undermining its
zfforts and are therefore subverting
the Aslanadian’s aims with negative
portrayals of Asians as the victims of
history, Some readers feel that we
should adopt a more 'positive' stance.
Those who are quick to critize, however,
are slow to councede that as the seminal
Asian Canadian publication, we too must
undergo stages of development in which
we grow and progress with the changing
times,

It is not necessary to-reiterate our
position on raeism. As an anathema to
all Asian Canadians, its affects are
immediate and emotional. But we bf the
Asianadian are not so myopic that we

do not- - realize there are issues, in
addition to oppression based on. race,
which concern us, and that these too
must be considered. ’

The Asianadian's mandate does not out-
-line that controversial issues must be
the order of each publication. The
articles herein are not explosive,
>verly dramatic or particularly con-
roversial, but they do offer a broad-
er perspective and are more encompass-—.

“subject of

As of late, Asians have been the
considerable, and

dare we say, favourable attention
from the media. A cursory reading
of this issue raeflects this growing
phenomenon., But before one becomes
totally lost in a false sense of
euphoria over 'having made it',

we must evaluate the current
uation more carefully.

sit~-

In all fairness, the positive

tones of the articles are overshadow-

ed by the negative realities. At the
"Yisible Minorities and the Media Cong
ference'" held recently in Toronto, the
Minister of Multiculturalism expressed
the same sentiments we have long es-
poused ~-that Asians and visible ethnics
have been highly underrepresented in all.
sectors of mass communication. Ironically
however, the media failed to-pick up on
the fact that the representatives of the”
ethnic 'minorities’ were arbitrarily
chosen at the discretion of the organ-
izers to the exclusion of those grass-
roots voices, many of whom were respon-
sible for the setting the momertum years
earlier.

Along similar lines, those respon-

sible for the Festival of Festivals

have come to.realize that there are
Asian films of calibre. But from the
number of viewers who attenled the
screenings, it is obvious that movie
goers do not share the same opinion.

It could be argued, however, that

one Asian American film, Chan <%

Missing, has done surprisingly

ing of the aims of the Asdanadian, well. But it was not marketed on ’
the strength of its performance., ., .. D22
ASTANADIAN ATLS ions of our history in Canada,
1) To find new dignity and pride in stereotypes, economic exploitations,
being Asian in Canada. s and the general tendency towards
2) To promote an understanding be- injustice and inequality practised
tween Asian Canadians and other on minority groups.
Canadians. ) 5) To provide a forum for Asian
3) To speak out against those con- Canadian writers, artists, music-
ditions, individuals aud instit- ians, etc.
utions perpetuating racism in 6) To promote unity by bridging the
Canada, ) gap between Asians with roots in
4) To stand up against the distort- Canada and recent immigrants,
Vol., 4 No, 3 Z




"IN MIXED COMPINY

INTERRACIAL  RELATIONSHIPS

prem ghosh

1 met Jaswant (Jessie] and Marianne
Khurana Ln thedin home near High Panrk
in Tononto's West End, Their home 45

a monument to thedin teamwork, Jessie

and iHanianne anrne part of Lthat hardy
breed of Torontonian, who, by sheexn
hand work and pernseverence, have
fashioned comfontable and gracious
homes out 0§ yestenyean's” piLetur-
esque masonry. Jessde, a Sikh’ from -
Punjab State 4An India, L5 an anr-
chitecet by trainding. He is:presently
wonking for the City of Toronto. .
Marndianne 44 from Holland. She wonks
part-tine at the Undivensdity of.
Toronto and plays the fLute foha

the Nonth York Synphony Orchestra,
Jessdie and Mandianne have two
children: a son, Vijay who 44
cedght, and a daughter, Leila, who
L5 flve.

ASIANADIAN: How did you two meet?

Jessiec: We met in the summer of 1971 at

a house rented by a group of University of
Toronto students. We both lived in the
house during the summer. I was doing my
thesis for a Master's'degree in Architec-
ture. Marianne was working. By the Spring
of 1972 we had decided to get married. I
wrote to may parents about it.

It was a bit tricky. For years my parents
had been writing to me that they had found
a "doctor girl" or a "lawyer girl" for me.
Somebody who would be a "mint" (a real
catch) according to them. I kept writing
back telling them that T would look after
my own affairs, thank you. In fact, they
had been bugging me to get married even
before T left India.

I wrote to them that I had met the girl I

.

wanted to marry. They took it very well.

In fact, they were quite pleased. At least,
one half of what they had been bugglng me
about was settled.

Mondiannes, My parents were very pleased
when T wrote home to say that I was getting
married. Of course, they had not met Jessie.
By my father had been doing voga for years
and was interested in Indian philosophy and
culture. He thought it was great that I

was marrying an Indian, no matter who. He
was interested in meetlng a real

live East Indian.

ASTANADIAN: How did your fathen develop an
interest in Indian PhiLosophy?

Manianne: My father had a doctor friend
whose mother was Indian and whose father
was Dutch. The doctor was brought up in
Holland. There is a very interesting story
about him. Tt concerns the time he went on
a visit to India. When his ship docked in
an Indian port (I don't know the name of
the port) he went ashore for a walk. Some-
one just walked up to him and said "The
Master wants to see you'" This man then

led the doctor to his guru. The guru told

him that he had a special gift which he
should use. So the doctor studied with

the guru for several years. He then re-
turned to Holland and started a practice

in which he combined modern medicine with
homeopathic medicine. He also began to
teach yoga. My father started to learn-
yoga from him about 30 years ago and
he has been doing it religiously ever
since.’

ASIANADIAN: How about gyoun mother? How
did she take the news of your marriage
plans? .

Masianne: My mother was plain glad that

The Asianadian



T was getting married. I was the oldest
child in my family. My younger brother
and younger sister were already married.
I was an embarrassment to her, I suppose.

Originally, Jessie and I wrote to
our parents saying that we would

be going for a visit to Holland and
India before getting married. But
Jessie's parents wrote saying "why
don't you get married in India?" and
my parents wrote saying "why don't
vyou get married in Holland?'" We '
wanted to travel. We didn't want to
waste several weeks planning and
attending marriage ceremonies. So
we thought "why don't wé just get
married and get this marriage over
with and avoid all these problems,"
As you know it takes weeks to get
married in India. Even in Holland
you have to sit there and people
have to come to the reception and
worry about gift lists,

"Some one just walked u;,

to him and said

1

The Master wants to see you.'”

So we had a civil ceremony/in Toronto which
lasted ten minutes. Llater, we had a big
party for our friends in our apartment.
Shortly after getting married we went on a

‘trip to Holland and India.

ASTANADIAN:Mone thene any Ancidents durning
your meetings with the two families which
could be attnibuted o culiural differences?

Jessdie: The high points of our cultural dif-
ferences during our encounters with each
other's families -have been for the most part
humorous. The one that comes to mind con-
cerns the food served 'at various meals in

the two parents' homes. When we were in
Holland with Marianne's parents, for break-
fast we were served bread, cheese, jam, tea,
etc. Lunch would be the same thing, with
soup and may be smoked meat. 1 started
bitching about two breakfasts a day. Then
we went to India where you have a hot break-
fast -- alu puri (crispy fried pancakes and
curried potatoes), hot lunch and of course
hot dinners. And Marianne started complain-
ing about three dinners a day.

ASTANADIAN: Now on anothen subject, your
children. Are you doing anything about
passing on your culitunal hernitage fo them?

Jessde: We realize that our kids are Cana-
dian. But we do want to make them reason-
ably familiar with our individual back-
grounds -- language and culture, so that
if and when they encounter our cultures on

their own they are not total strangefs to
it. For instance, the physical contact
with our relatives and the c¢hildren has
worked out very well. They have spent time
with both their grandparents and have visi-
ted India and Holland.

Both the children are going to the heritage
language programme in their school to learn
Hindi. I don't want them to be able to con-
verse with me on a day to day basis in Hindi.
1 just want them to know that it is not a
strange language. And if and when they ever
go to India on their owm, they will recog-
nize it as being the original home of one

of their parents. And hopefully they feel
the same way when they are in Holland.

We are at this time trying to make arrange-
ments for them to learn Dutch. As soon as
we are able to do
for Dutch classes.

this they will be going

7

ASTANADTAN:

Marianne: We are not bringing.up our child-
ren in any particular religion. But we try
to acquaint them with different beliefs.

We talk about them in a detached, almost
academic way. We do not tell them what to
believe. We tell them that all religions .
have a god. That there is always a medium
like Buddha or Mohammed -or Christ -- a
being who was not argod himself but in be-
tween man and God. We do not tell them to
believe in any one god.

I did not have a religious upbringing.
Neither did Jessie. And we do not prac-
tice any religion at this time.

Jessdie: 1 have taken the approach that when

I need religion I will go to it. Wot ne-
cessarily the religion of my forefathers
but any religion that offers me what 1
need.

Vol.
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On entering the Nasdin resddence in Ton-
onto's Cast End, one realizes Lmmediately
that this is no ordinany household, In-
terpensed among the memorabillia from the
Philippines and Pakistan are awards won
by Nasim and Josephine {on Long distance
running, bowling, and chess. A plano and
a gudtar evidence a more than passing L=
feresd An nusdé, Wasim Nasin cawme to Can-
ada in £975 and A{s presently employed as
an electronic engineen., Josephine has. a
Rusiness Administnrnation degrnee from the
Philippines and Lmmigrated to Canada in
1968, She 4is an executdlve secrnetary 4in
the Toronto branch of a Larnge multi-
national corporation, They wehe marnied
in August £980, and sdixteen months Laten
a son, dichael Jameel was born. .

ASTANADIAN: I suppose the besz place to
start is ithe beginning of your relation-
ship. When and how did you meet?

Josephine: We first met in 1977 at a party
given by a mutual Pakistani friend.

ASTANADIAN: How did your frlends and fami-
Lies neact to the relationship as Lt develo-
ped?

'

ﬁﬁ)ﬁV @; & 4

Josephine: Before we got married im
1980, two of my sisters had already
married non-Filipinos--one married -
dn East Indian and another an )
Ecuadorian--sd it was-not that un-
usual. However, Nasim used to go to
Pakistan every Christmas to visit
his family., My brothers were sus=
picious. The said "you'd better
check on him, he must be marrieds,

he must be visiting his wife there,"”
Of cours® I trusted him completely,
but they were quite surprised and
happy when he asked me to marry

him. They suspected he had been
married all alongs

Nasim: 1 had not told my family or friends
about Josephine, so when we announced our
engagement they were surprised-- pleasantly
surprised -- especially my parents in Pakis-
tan who were getting concerned about their
"wandering son'. : .

e

W .
he can’t be 'bi-religious’
as we are bi-cultural.”

ASTANADIAN: Josephdine, you mention-
ed eanlien that two of your sistens
had marnied non-Filipinos, That
sounds unusual,

Josephine: T cannot really pinpoint
the reason why three members of my
family would marry non-Filipinos. I
know that most. Filipinos would
prefer to matry within the community.
I suppose it is because the members
of my family in Canada have mingled
with people of different national-
ities and I guess this exposure has
something to do with-it. I really
don't know.

ASTANADIAN: Axe mixed marriages common Ain
Pakistan on the Philippines? In other wohds,
would a relationship such as yours be nuwsuald
thenre?

Nasim: 1t would be extremely rare in Paki-
tan. The possibility of it happening are
remote primarily because we don't have the
same sort of cultural mix in Pakistan as we
have in Canada but also because most mar-
riages are arranged through the family there
and families would be unlikely to bring
about a relationshi=s ‘such

Josephine: Interracial marriages are not
rare in the Philippines. There are a

as ours,

number of mixed marriages between Fil-~
ipinos and Americans and other national-
ities,

ASTANADIAN: To gei onto another subject,
do edthern of you have problems communic-
ating with your in-Laws? ‘

The Asianadian
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Nasim: No, not really because all our
friends and relatives speak English but
sometimes when her brothers and sisters
get together there is a tendency to speak
Tegalu and often when my family or friends
visit we speak Urdu and on these occa-
sions the other person ténds to get left
out of the conversation.

Josephine:
problem.

I agree, but it is not a major

ASIANADIAN: With negand fo this question
0§ Language, how will this affect your
son, Michael?

Josepline: Since neither of us speak the
other’'s language we speak English at home

so Michael will learn English but T would
also like him to learn Tegalu and Urdu
while he is still young. I believe child-
ren have a better ability to learn languages
at an early age. |

Nasim: I am not so sure that I want
Michael to learn Urdu or Tegalu. I am
afraid that it may lead to confusion in
his mind and he may not learn to speak
English well.

ASIANADIAN: What about neligion? Does the
fact that one of you Ls Catholic and the
othen Anglican pose any problLems?

Nasim: Yes, it does create some problems.
We were married in a Catholic church and
Michael was also baptized there. However,
I would like him to be familiar with the

beliefs of both denominations. It is a
shame he cannot be bi~religious as we are
bilingual and bicultural.

ASTANADIAN: Do you have any genahaz'éom—
ments Lo make with respect to the ques-
Lon of raising children?

Nasim: I think that this question
of raising children remains the
fundemental one to be resolved. On
the one hand, we would like Michael
to reflect the cultural roots of
his parents but we would also like
him to grow up normally within his
enviornment, We do not want him to
be torn between three cultures. Id-
eally, we would like him to make the
most of his situation--to take the
best that the three cultures, Can-
adian, Pakistani and Filipino, have
to offer.

ASIANADIAN: Do you have any particulan in-
s4ghts 2o ofpen o anothen couples con-
templating a mixed marriage?

Nasim: 1If you do meet someone whith all

of the right characteristics -- the right
qualities —- then by all means get married.
Don't limit yourselves to people of the

same culture. If you do marry someone of
another culture, then you must try to create
an environment within the marriage which

is compatible with both cultures.

Josephine: This is a real challenge and
there's got to be a great deal of give and
take —— a great deal of compromise.

~

1 . .
Face %o Face continued

their scripts. They know the talent
is out there. There are a lot of
Asian actors around. We've got East-
West Players in L.A., the Asian Ame-
rican theater group in New York.

Have you stanted work on your next
f4&m?  Can you tell us something
about ixt? ‘ .

It's mainly going to take place in
New York's Chinatown and involves

an illegal immigrant who is quite
young. He's from Vietnam but of
Chinese descent. I guess:you could
say it's about the making and
breaking of an immigrant. He is
used by peoplé and turned into a
very famous fashion model, then when
this immigrant begins to make his
own decisions about what he really
wants to do, they set out to des-
troy him. He is framed for a murder

he didn't commit. It's kind of

like another version of this Chan 44
M{ss4ing thing, but it's going to be

a stylized movie. The film shows

How image conscious America is.’
Americans build images out of nothing
and as the same time they can destroy
the image just as easily.

~>

B IS E??E’E ‘ﬂﬂ'lﬁ
PELICAN PLAYERS

NEIGHBOURHOCD, THEATRE
€656-7075

Robin Endres, Artistic Director
Lina Chartrand, Administrator

Vad.
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racial harassment:
individual reflections

editorial committee

The examination of the racial
discrimination issue in Canada has
been donducfted in an academic-~
almost clinically detached--manner,
This approach overlooks the deep
psychological impact of racist en~
counters on individuals. 'In this
v|article the Afianadian presents
first persoun accounts of three '
Asians in which they describe their
reactions to incidents of racial
discrimination,

| couldn’t believe it, this old

man had punched me!

It happened all of a sudden,
without warning.

I has just stormed out of the
board of Education offices in down-
town Toronto, and joined the rush-
hour stream of pedestrians on their
way home. I was incensed. A woman
at the Board office had been rude
and insulting. I was standing on the
sidewalk still recovering from that
encounter when out of the blue I
felt something hit me hard on the
chest. WHAM! For a moment I wasn't
sure what had happened. Then 'I saw
him: an old man in a rumpled suit,
I heard him mutter something loud-
ly about immigrants, as he stomped
past me, I couldn't believe it.
This old man had punched me!

I looked around--stunned. People,
were glaring --at me; not at the old
man, but at me! I felt an angry burn-
ing sensation rising inside me, Shock
turned to shame., I wanted to shout
out to these around me. To convince
them that I was the one who had been
wronged--to turn their hpstility in-

to expressions of understanding and
sympathy. Of course, it would be
futile. All the witnesses had dis~

"appeared and the old man was slowly

melting into the crowd. I swore in
his direction, but it was a sense-
less gesture that merely underlined
my helplessness,

As 1 regained my composure, I
thought: maybe the old man had had a
bad day. Perhaps someone was making
his life difficult. But it did not
console me., I still felt crippled.
Why me? What had I dome?

I felt even worse when I recalled
the incident at the School Board offices.
I had just come out of a metting w1th
Board officials when I heard a woman's
voice demand, "What are you doing here?"
Perhaps it was my long hair. Or maybe it
was my brown. face. 1'11 never know. I
retorted "I'm looking for the ome and
only black trustee, where 1is he?" That
silenced her, She left in a huff, and I,
still seething, left for my rendezvous
with the old man ...

Experlences llke these have
convinced me of one thing: I live
among racists every day. A Guyanesc
friend tells me that white kids don't
pick fights with West Indians be-

"cause there is a myth about them

The Asianadian




cartying knives and chains. An Ic-
alian friend tells peocple he is with
the !fafia, And when they call him
"WOP", he pushed his {ist in their
faces and says "WOP" is "PCW" spel-
led backwards, They don't bother
him very often., We 'pakis", on the
other hand, have neither the myth-
ology of knives and chains nor the
Mafia to protect us. We are always
"open season'. What can people like

us do to defend ourselves? ] don't rely

on a knowledge of the martial arts
or weapons, but on my heightened
sense of place. I know where and

bow to sit, For example, I avoid
seats near the entrances of subway.
cars. That way people can't take a
swipe at me as they leave. I also
sit in places where 1 always have a
better view of others than they have
of me.

This reaction may seem paranoid,

but we have to keep our eyes open and

our guards up at all times. We must

also recognize that the agencies which

have been created to protect us and
deliver justice, don't always do so.

) This is not very optimistic,
T know. But that is how I feel today.
Perhaps I'll feel differentldy tomor-
row, I certainly hope so,.

.. . one of them lunged
forward and sp'at'a‘t me:

I was riding up the elevator
from the apartpent's laundry room
with a basket of clothes in my arms
when I was confronted by three boys,
None of them could have been over
twelve, They began taunting me and
calling me names. I immediately re-
primanded them and asked them to
mind their manners, but they con-
tinued unabashed, I got off on my
floor. As the elevator doors were
about to close, one of them lunged
forward and spat on me., A split-
second later I stood there alomne
in the corridor, helpless, my
hands full, the elevator gone,
filled with impotent rage and shame
as tears began to smart my eyes.

' A few days later, as I was
walking down the street to the

bus stop in mid-afternoon, a voice
screamed out, "Hey you Paki! Every-
body hates a Paki!' My eyes were
glued in front of me and I kept
walking, dragging one foot in
front of the other, It was ‘as
though a hundred eyes were turn-
ed upon me, I could feel them
piercing me from behind. From
the corner of my eye I could

see two young boys in the dis-
tance. One of them was black.
Was he the one who had shouted?
I was bewildered. Why should

he be hurling insults at me?

Was it that blacks had arrived
and we Asians had not? Why was
this little boy so full of

hate for me? He was just a
child, he probably attended

the same school as my child-
ren. And yet he dared to

assault me so loudly in front

of everyone. It felt as though -
his action was sanctioned by
public sentiment.

1y reactions to these in-
cidents were of shock, impotent
anger, bewilderment and shame.
I was deeply hurt, Nothing like
this had ever happened to me. I
was not prepared for them and
did not know how to retaliate,
I tried to understand what had
happened. through my readings of
Canadian history. I found that
each new group of immigrants had
been treated in the same way by
the dominant society. The Japan-
ese, Chinese, Jews and Poles had
all been subjected to atrocious
treatment. I told .myself that
people of East Indian origin
were just another new immigrant

Vo, 4 No. 3



group. We were at the bottom

of the ladder now go through a painful process of re~

defining themselves and understanding
the order of the new world around
them, They begin to see themselves
through the eyes of others, as out-
siders, in a society which sometimes
makes them feel unwanted.

In spite of all the ration-
alising, I felt extremely vulner-
able and began to live a life of
fear. I was afraid to go down to
the laundry alone. Before I entered
the elevator I would check to see

who was in it, If I saw a group . This self-conscious learning

of young people walking towards me process in a new land is different

on the street, I would hastily . from the natural development of

cross to the other side. I learned children in the society of their

that the only way to survive was birth, Children learn experiment-

to be on guard at all times and ally from their enviornment with-

to be suspicious of everyone, out questioning the bLasic mores
"of their society.Canadian immi

When I look back now,, I realize grants, on the other hand, have

just how isolated and alienated to go through a deliberate learn-

from the world I had felt. I had : ing process as adults. This re-

reached a threshold in my life education is disorienting.. The

here in Canada. We had just moved larger society seems to take

to Toronto; I had no friends, no - this struggle to survive for

job, and a new baby which kept granted. :

me at home all day. I had spent

the first eight years in Canada ) Immigrants can under-'

acquiring crdedntials., Although stand the trauma of accult-

fully qualified as a profession- urating. It is up to us to

al in my own country, I had been share our experiences and

unable to find a job here be- : led support to one another,

cause I lacked Canadian ex- ‘

perience. For this and other . pame withedld

personal reasons, I went back

to university, One of my- real

fears at that time was "Will : .

I finally get a job after this | Often felt rejected and
long and arduous preparation?

Will anybody hire me? ' : racially discriminated against
Months later, when I did start . My first few years in Canada as
to work and began to feel accepted a landed immigrant from Hong Kong
in my new profession, I used the were difficult ones. Still in a state
same elevators, lived in the same of culture shock, I felt self-
building and did much the same conscious and insecure. I often felt
things, but was too busy to wor- rejected and harboured suspicious of
vy about a great many things that being racially discriminated against.
had only recently hounded me day
and night. I do not want to be- In reading, Canadian history, I
little the intensity of my feelings had learned, among other things, about
over the racial experiences I had the head tax, the Chinese Exclusion
been through. Because I was so vul- Act, and the general prejudices pre-
nerable at that time, the incid- valent in North America. This, coupled
ents cut deep . But over time, their with the history of western imperial-
impact on me did seem to lessen ism in Asia, made me fearful--if the
once I settle down and started to past was like this, could the future
get ahead in my career. be much better?

Shortly after I arrived in Toronto,

Is there any universal insight ) many peoplé reminded me that the face
to be gleaned from these highly per- of the city had changed considerably
sonal experiences 7 Many of those within the span of one generation--
immigrants who came to Canada from from being a predominantly WASP com-
Asia have had similar encounters . munity of the 1950's to a multi-cultural
when they first settled here. They society today. However, I was still

U The Asianadian | - ‘ 9



skeptical. People don't change that
quickly. Today's adult Canadian born
population did not grow up with Asians
“in their neighbourhoods. Since people
are a product of their past, I felt
that they couldn't fully accept us.

. On speaking with sympathetic white
Canadians about my feelings and suspic-

ions, the first question they asked was,
"Discrimination? In what way? A fellow
Chinése immigrant, I suspect, would

have had less of a problem in under-
standing my concern.

Later,
the unhappy

I discovered that many of
encounters with Canadiafs
which I had attributed to racism re-
sulted more from differences in per-
sonality rather than my Chinese ancest=-
try. I myself had assumed that race was
an inescapable obstacle, I found that
in interacting with other Canadians,
especially tiuose who know and trust

me, I had attached more importance

to the fact that I was Chinese than they
had. :

This realization has led me to be-
lieve that the assumptions we hold can
often turn out to be self~fulfilling

prophesies. Recent immigrants to Canada
"exploit people or you can pick the role
of a victim to play reverse-discrimina-
tion. Of course,
ner you.don't have to play games because
you don't have bad feelings to unload.
You will be able to deal with another
human being with confidence and dignity,.

People who have self-control and
are comfortable with themselves are the
most powertul,
are,

If we can devine who we
and our self-worth does not go up
or down depending on what others say or
do to us, then it is very difficult

for other people, racist or not, to up~

.1 can deal with myself,

If you are a real win--

set us., In a way, interpersonal dis-
crimination is highly subjective and
often occurs non-verbally. What one per-
son finds discriminatory, another may
not. So, if you can handle it, it really
doesn't matter whether individual racism
exists or not,

1y philosophy is,
myself,

if I can deal with
I can probably deal with you., If
my comfort will
put others at ease, If we are not offering
passive behaviour, others are more inclin-
ed to meet us half-way. Lately, I have
changed my perception of certain types of
people., There are those who I formerly
regarded as difficult or have-suspected

of being racist, now.I see them as:harm-
less, challenging and interesting.

My attitudes and ways of coping
with discrimination and perceived re-
jection have been. effective for me. thus
far, but they may not. be a panacea for
everybody. What's required is a healthy
self-image for self-actualization in a
multicultural enviornment, .

Alan {Ulang

HOW TO DEAL WITH A RACIAL INCIDENT

The above Three pieces examine
individual nesponses Lo racial
discaimination. (hat golLows L5
a guide, based on a pamphlet phro-
duced the Panhdale Community
Legal Services {PLCS) of Tornontg
to help people deal with racial
abuse, Our thanks to the PCLS
fon allowing us £o use thedr
matenial,

The Ontario Human Rights Code
prohibits discrimination agaimst
any person because of race, creed,
colour, sex, marital status, nation-
ality, ancestry or place of origin,

with respect to accomodation, services,

facilities and employment, etc. The
Code forbids harassment because

of any of the prohibited grounds
and defines harassment as "a
course of vexatious comments or
conduct that is known to be un-
welcome." The Ontario Human Rights
Commission is responsible for
administering the Code and deal-
ing with complaints under it. The
Commission has the power to order
compliance with the Code, rect-
ification of any injury caused by
a breach of the Code or direct

- compensation to be paid to the

wronged party.

If you feel you have been the

Vol. 4 No. 3
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victim of discrimination or harass-
ment, you may file a complaint with
the O,H.R,C. You must attend at
their offices in person, Be specif-
ic and give them the details as
clearly. as possible

After their investigation is
completed a Board of Enquiry may be
convened to deal with the matter; you
will be informed as to where the hear-
ing will be held.

7
Violent Incidents

If you are the victim of a
physical assault you did not pro-
voke, you are justified in defend-
ing yourself against such assault,
The Criminal Code outlines this
justification as follows: .

37{1) Evenyone 4is fustifi-

ed 4{n using force Zo defend

! himsel § or-anyone unden his
protection ghom assault,. if
he uses no more force than

is necessary to prevent the

assault on the repetition

of it. 1
DO NOT arm yourself with a gun
or knife for your own .protection;
there is a stiff penality for con-
cealed or prohibited weapons. The
best solution of all is simply to
escape from your attacker.

t

Points To Remember

Take a good look at the as-
sailant, Note the clothes he/she
is wearing, age, weight, height,
accent, distinguishing marks, etc,
If the assailant had a car, note
the license number,

Dealing with Police.

If you have been the victim
of an attack or were witness to -.
such an incident, call the police
immediately and request a patrol
car. When the police arrive to in-
vestigate, answer their questions.,
Stay calm and be positive and co-
operative., Do not say more.than is
necessary. Try to have a witness
with you when talking to the pol~-

"ice. Always ask the investigating
officers for their badge numbers.
If the police take a written state-
ment from, you will be asked to
sign it. You may be required to go
to a police station to look at
"mug-shots" (photographs) in an

attempt to identify the offender,
You may also be called to attenmd

a police line-up in order to ident-
ify the accused., Try to take a
friend along with you to these
places. If the pc¢lice lay charges,
wait to be summoned to court.

How to Lay Charges

If the police do not lay
charges, the onus is on you to
act. Go to the 0ld City Hall and
swear out a warrant before the
Justice of the Peace. Make sure
you have all your facts clear, If
you do not know the name of your
assailant, swear out a John Doe
Warrant (for an unknown person).
The Justice of the Peace will
ask for a police report to be
made of the indident.

A\l
Appearing in Court’

When you are contacted with
respect to appearing in court, be.
sure to ask for an interpreter 1if
you have any difficulty expressing
yourself in English. The courts
are bound to provide this service.
The case will most likely be
heard in Provincial Court..The
crown Attorney mdy represent
the aggrieved party. There is
no need for you to bring a law-
yer to court if this is the case,
However, you should contact a
lawyer and be prepared to pros-
ecute the case yourself, You
should call the court office to
find out if you need to bring
your own lawyer, If you feel
there is a basis for a civil suit
against the wrong-doer, you should
also contact a lawyer,

Complaining Against Police’

If you are dissatifised with
the conduct or attitude of any
police officer involved in your
case, you should make a complaint
as soon after the incident as pos-
sible, Register your complaint in - -
person at the Public Complaint €om-
missioner's Office or with the Duty
Staff Sergeant at any police station.
Be sure to obtain a written acknow-
ledgement of your complaint. Altern-
atively, you may send a letter of
complaint to the Chief of Police.

The Aslanadian
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The Ontario
Health Insurance

On October 29, Federal Multicultural- i
ism Minister James Fleming, released "&‘
a set of government guidelines K for hsqill
the depiction of visible and ethnic
minorities in government advertising
and communications. They call for a
more balanced picture of Canadians of
all races in such things as posters,
advertisements, films, textbooks and
recruitment material.

In ‘a speech, the llinister stated that
the overwhelming image presented in
the media remains seriously 'out of
whack' with reality.

The Aslanadian heartily agrees with
the expressed sentiments and presents
The Dubious Awanrd jointly to the Fed-
eral and Ontario governments for their
perception of the Canadian 'reality',

LOOK HA, NO ASTANS!

‘Atlastt - Enfin, - :
Our own Constitution  notre Constitution!
% X ' Vo

A ?Eg N i . - e
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- Whats In & Tepenym
— Gthiie scmanties —

Through the Look-Glass

‘Tthu%!ﬂmwxﬂmtymlnwm1hy‘@myf“;ﬂk%

aaid.

Humptly  Duuipty smiled contemptuonsty. “Of
course you don’t—till T tell you. T meant ‘there’s a
nice knock-down argument for you!”

“But ‘glory’ doesn’t mean ‘a nice knock-down
argutnent,” ” Alice objected,

“When I use a word.” Humpty Dumpty said, in
rather a scornful tone, “it means just what I choose it
to mean—ucither more nor less.”

“The guestion is,” said Alice, “whetlhier you can
make words mean so many different things.”

“The question is,” said Humpty Dumpty, “which
is to he master- - —that’s all.”

Lewds Cannbﬂﬂ

Question: What do the words "Paki”,
"Chink" and "Gook" have in common?

Answenr: These are some of the terms
used to describe inhabitants or des--
cendants from natives of Asia and,
more importantly for the purposes

of this article, are not found to

be racially offensive by the editors
of The Concise Oxgond Dictionany. _
This, in a dictionary that prides it-
self as '"the most reliable authority
on the spoken and written English of
today"™ ‘is surprising, especially so
when one goes on to read that the
latest edition also claims to clearly
mark all words that are found to be
racially offensive, On further in-
spection of the 1982 edition , one
finds that "Jap", "Wog" and "Nip"

are definitely racist. As Alice would

say, "the whole situation gets "curious-

er and curiouser,'" Unfortunately, this

is not Wondenland and there are many
Asian Canadians today who are very -
sensitive about semantics.

My interest in this subject is more
than academic. It was aroused by a
misunderstanding I recently had with
a colleague over my use of the word
"Orizntal', She finds the term ob-

~ Jeonard preyra

jectionable for two main reasons:
first, 'she pants out, that "Oriental"
is a word '"created by non-Asians" and
was "manufactured in the West" to re-
fer to Asians, and second, "Oriental"
conjurs up, in her mind, the stereo-
typical image of a Confucious~like
character., A random survey of the
opinions of some of 'my Asian Canadian
friands reveals that a growing
number of them are finding the term
objectionable as well, A vast maj-
ority of them are Chinese Canadians.
This, I find distressing.

o0
The second argument is not exam-
inable for the simple reason that
much depends on the context in which
the word is used, and the predilec—
tions of the individuals or groups
to whom it is directed. I myself find

absolutely nothing offensive with the -

term. In fact, it has quite a noble
etymology. Joseph Shipley in his

The Dictionary of Word Ondlgdns, de-
scribes it in the following mannex:

The maninen turns toward the
nornth stan; the Mohammedan,

fowand Mecca., 14 we want fo

ondient ounselves we ftumn fo-
wand the nisding sun,..Hence,
fhe east,.. (p. 2571)

The Concise Oxfornd goes on to ex-—
plain that to "prient oneself'" means
to determine how one stands in re-
lation to one's surroundings.'" And
that the word originates in the
Greek onirdl, "rise", as does "pri-
entale’, "orienting, and "oriental".
Furthermore, Shipley adds that re-
lated to it are "origin", "Original",
"first'", "Prime" and "order". Thus,
we can see that "Oriental" is one

of a fine family of words and al-
though it may conjure up '"stereo-
typical images" for some people,

its lineage stands in direct con-
flict with this conceptual (imag-
ined?) shortcoming. As Humpty puts
it the question becomes "which
meaning is to be master'--that's

.
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all, Whéther "orientals" is to
conjure up images of a people
"turned toward the sun" absolutely
certain of how they stand in re-
lation to their surroundings 0
Confucius —like characters

"Confucius-like characters" is for
Asians to imagine. Whatever one de-
cides, it must certainly does not
belong in the same family of of-
fending words as "Jap, Wog, Nip,
Paki, Chink,/and Gook", at least
not in my perception. )

My colleague's second argument
against use of the term "oriental"
is more valid. .There is no_doubt
that the %word is a "creation of
non-Asians" and...'"'manufactured in
the West'"., However, consider the’
impliéations of accepting this
reason for black-listing a word.

The generally accepted ivew is that
the ancient Romans and Greeks arnd
succeeding European imperial powers
awoke to the sun rising in east a-
cross the Mediterranean and called
the lands beyond "orient", "sunrise",
"east'". Later the terms "Near East",
“"Mid-East" and "Far East" dawned on
them when the need for greater specif-
icity arose. If "orient" is offensive
because it betrays an externally im-
posed referent, surely these latter
terms must also be objectionable for
the same reason.

The explanation for the existence of
imported toponyms in Asia is obvious.
Up. to W.W,II, most Asian states were
colonized or dominated by European
imperial powers. And it seems to be
a "Divine Right of Empires" that the
most powerful nations define, des-
cribe and name the world as they
view it., This reality is not re-
stricted solely to Asia.

. vonsider the toponym "Japan' or
"rising-sun-land" which was be-
stowed by the Chinese. G.R. Stewart
in his seminal work, Names on the
"G2obe, points out that: :

«oothe actual inhabitants of
the islands would hardly have
given the,..name, since they
would have had no more hreasons
to associate themselves with
the east on the rising sun
than any othen people (p. 293).

Thus, if one is to critize a toponym
because it betrays an externally im-'
posed referent, surely given the
state of Sino-Japanese relations,

to be called "Japanese'" must be of-
fensive to some people. A similar

, I R S T

objection can be made against the
name "Philippines'" which derives

" King Philip II of Spain, patron of

the sea voyage which led to the "dis-
covery'" of the islands.

Steward, convincingly, demonstrates
that many Canadian toponyms display
"brandings of colonialism". Futher-
more, Eric Partridge in Oxdigins,
discloses that '"Canada" itself
derives from "an erroneous inter-
pretation of the Amerindian word
"canada" or "canata", "huts'" or "hovels",
which the earliest explorers took

for a place-name (p. 74). Should I

write to my Member of Parliament
castigating him for giving us Canada
Day."

N

In summary then, if we are set about
rejecting and replacing all of the
toponyms which betray traces of.
colonialism, the task will be long

and arduous. Steward points'out that -
Canadian toponyms begin in the Maritimes
with New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and
Prince Edward Island and ends on the
Pacific coast with British Columbia.
Victoria and Vancouver. Far in the North
he found islands named after King Wil-
liam, Prince Patrick, Victoria etc.

Do we not have any Canadian herpes?

Hopefully, in the not-too-distant

future these will be replaced by the
Macdonalds, Lautiers, Takahashis,
Wongs, Singhs and countless others who
have created this great multicultural
mosiac we call Canada.

The author has been asked to remind
Asianadian readers that the opinions
expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily those of the Editorial
Joard., Furthermore, those finding
the article offensive may be pleased
to know that shortly after stating
his position, Humpty Dumpty fell off
the wall, me
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Thinty-three year old Wayne Hang

L4 the co-authon, producen and di-
nectfon of Chan is Missing, Lhe finst
full Length Nonth Amenrnican {§4iL&m £o
boast an all Asian cast and crew,

1t hns been widely acclaimed by
cinema chitics An the United States
and Canada.

Dora Nipp

The plot of the §iLm is simple. 1%
nevolves around two taxd daivens, Jo
(Wood Moy) and Steve (Marc Hayashi),
and the elusive Hr, Chan, who, along
with thein $4000, L& missing. The
seanch 4on this mystenious pigure
becomes analogous with the discouv-
eny of Chinatown, U.S.A. through Zhe
eyes 0§ LXs Anhabltants.

Asdlanadian spcke with Wayne Wang at
the Canadian premiere ¢4 his CHAN
1S MISSING 4n Tohrontc.

ASIANADIAN: What audience did you
have 4in mind when you whoie the |
scendpt 401 Chan is Missing?

Wang: 1 made it for myself. In
terms of the audience I was direc-
ting it to, I'd say my first target
was the Asian American of our genera-
tion. I didn't really have Asian-
Canadians in mind, but then again I
wasn't aware that there were so many
differences between the two. Second-
ly, I was aiming for the general
American movie-going public.

Why did you decide to make this fype
o4 f4Lm?

Actually, I wanted the Asian-American
audience to see themselves on the
screen in relation to a variety of
issues in which they are involved.

I think that while they are aware of
the positive and negative realities
of Chinatown, for the most part, they
are too caught up in their own little
worlds to be concerned with what 1is
going on around them. The film at-
tempts to put contradictions into
perspective and force these people

to .confront one another. For the
rest of the American audience I'd

say it was quite obvious. I wanted

them to see Chinatown from the in-
side, and\not in a stereotypical way.
It is like English 1A or a basic rea-
der to "intercultural appreciation'.

How much of your success do you at-
trnibute to the fact that you are
identified as an ethnic directox,
and that your work L& seen ab some-
what of a novelty? It seems that
things ethnic aneé the current trend,
particulanly £n the arnts.

I definitely think it is a novelty --
there is nothing wrong with that.

One has to capitalize on the ‘novelty
aspect. Nevertheless, I also feel
that it does have some real basis to
it. People are interested in learning
more about the (Chinese) community
beyond the usual restaurants and

gift shops. Here they have a chance
to bypass all the glitter and see the
real Chinatown. In that sense I
think it is good. The film just
happened to come to the right place
at the right time where the '"novelty"
of it is working positively.

How do you see your §4L&m Ln rnelation

The Asianadian -
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and the "Shogun" TV senies, both of
which have proven very popular with
Nontn Amendican audience?

I think this film operates at a dif-
ferent level. I hope that it isn't
seen as being on the same wavelength
as those two pieces of work. I
feel that Chan {4 Missing is more
gritty and down to earth. To me
Kingston deals with a lot of mytho-
logy and Shogun stereotypes Asians.
It is the novelty aspect of Chan L4
M{s44ing which attracts people. When
they'do see it they find they are
learning something about the China-~-
town that we, as Chinese, know.

Was there a main message that you
wanted to conpvey, one that you did
not neveal to the vigwens so0 that |\
they could have the satisfaction of
discovening it fon themselves?

More than anything, I wanted the
audience to make up their own minds
-about what happened to Chan. . Ob-
viously, I can make up an easy
answer. :

Do you know what happénéd to him?

Oh, I know... a lot.of it is based
on fact. All the things that hap-
pened to Chan happened to someone

in real life. This person was kind

of freaked out from.the pressure he
was under and decided to take off to

the suburbs; . :
But, you know, I could have made ,up
20 such answers.

Isn't the "answer" therne? Jo, one
0f the charactens in the movie, sald
he couldn't gigurne out the nreason for
Chan's disappeanrance because he was
not Chinese enough and could not
think in the Chinese way.

‘That's the most concrete clue in

the entire film.
h !

At one point in the {ilm, Jo also
says "What {8 not there L& as ‘ob-
vious as what is there." This mes-
sage seems to say that there is a
need to go ‘back to oniginal values.

Well, the message calls for a way of
thinking that is more Chinese. 1In
the film there is a story about a
farmer who couldn't pay back his
debt, so he sent his daughter td his
landlord. When she reaches the land-
lord's house, he presents her with a

.

to hide out for -a while.

“*Some said we shouldn’t expose
our 'dirty laundry. . ."”
riddle. He shows her two doors.
One of them, he tells her, goes out-
side and one into his,own bedroom.
But she knows that both go into his
bedroom. What can she do about it?
She says to the landlord , "This door’
does not go outside." She is using
the negative to emphasize the positi-
ve. In that sense, speaking about
things that are not there is just as
important as speaking about those
that are there,

I get the message and obviously you
do too but how do you think the non-
Chinese audiences will react to L7
WALl they undenstand the §4Lm?

I think most people are smart enough
to get the answer. On the other hand
many of them:won't.

You've gotiten favourable reviews. from
Zhe media -- what Ls fthe consensus
among Asian Amendican audiences?

The younger generation pretty much
liked the film, although some of the
more critical people had difficulty
with certain parts.- I found that
older people had a mixed reaction.
Some said we shouldn't expose our
"dirty laundry" while others were
quite.positive and felt it was about
time something like this came along.
And, of course, some people disliked
it completely.

What ”dintglﬂaundny" were they re-
ferring to? '

The infighting among the Chinese.
Those who complained about this as-
pect only wanted to show how nice the
Chinese are, what great food the Chi-
nese have and how wonderful our art
is. They only wanted to.show off the
good things without being very realis-
tic about it. That's what they meant
when they said "dirty laundry". But -
there has also been constructive cri-
ticism. One faction feels the film
may reinforce the image of the in-
scrutability of the Chinese because
of the way the movie ends. I feel
this is a valid point, but at the
same time I disagree because the
movie is very concrete. I do think
that inscrutability does have its
roots as well, and I'm showing this
in a very specific way. To me there
is a balance between the two. A lot
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also depends on the audience -- what
may be incrutable to one person

could be perfectly obvious to another.
You'd probably have a better under-
standing -of Chan 4is Missing if you
are part of both cultures. You'd

have an advantage over someone who
doesn't. :

How do you see younsel$ -- as an
Asdan, Amenican, on Asian Amenican?

Probably a little bit more than all
that. I'm Chinese American hyphenated
with Hong Kong roots. I see a slight
difference there. I was basically
brought up in Hong Kong, and Hong
Kong is very much a part of me. It's
my "home-town'", and part of my cul-
ture. Yet at the 'same time I've

. become extremely Chinese American.

"What is not there is just as

. important as what Is. .

Do you think there 4is an “"Asian
Amenican” culture?

I definitely think there is, but
it's hard to put your finger on it.
For quite a while now, I've been
trying to photgraph what "Asian
American Culture'" is because it is
easier to capture "it" visually.
One has to start somewhere and I

decided to begin there. I see Asian
American dulture in the way Asian
American dress ~-- not "quite East

and not quite West'". I see Asian
American culture in the language we
use -- I speak half in Chinese and
~half in English in the same sentence.
In terms of ‘life-style, I think that
would fit the definition of Asian
American culture as well, but again
it is difficult to pimpoint. I've
been living with friends who are

very American, but how and what they.

eat is very Chinese. Yes, it is hard -

to define, but when you isolate one
particular incident or aspéct, and
you really look at it, I'm sure you'll
‘be able to find a lot.

Am 1 speaking with Wayne Wang the so-
clal activist on Wayne Wang the di-
recton?

Social activist, no. But I have been
through that. At one time I was
doing a lot of social work. I see
myself as a film-maker. I think that
a film-maker is never completely de-
tached from his or her environment

L

or from issues that are of social
importance, In that sense, I think |
that social issues are very signi-
ficant to the film-maker. Ten

years ago, when I made my first fea-
ture film I was really upset with

it because I felt it reflected a

very unhealthy person. So, I stopped
making films. I feel that Chan 44
Missing reflects a different atti-
tude, one that I like and can deal
with. A film-maker has to have
political consciousness, it is im-
portant. That's why I don't be-
lieve that I'm a film-maker purely

for artistic reasons, Film-making
is always related to social and
political issues, and my film is a
reflection of that belief.

14 4t possible fon a fifm-maken o
maintain that position and s2iLL do
well commercLally? o

I've been learning how. Chan 44
Missing has progressively become
mass-oriented, so to speak. Yet

at the same time, it possesses a
strong socio-political consciousness.
What I'd really like to do is make
two different kinds of films at the
same time. I don't think too many
film-makers have been able to do
that. I want to go to Hollywood

to make commercial movies with an
edge to them and at the same time -
continue making $20-30,000 features.
By doing the first, I can afford to
continue making exactly the kind of
films I want.

“Americans build images ‘out of nothing

. and ... destroy them as easily . .."

Do you think the Nonth Amendican
audience 44 ready to sece Asian
actorns and acitresses on the schreen
oh accept them into thelr LLiving-
room?

At first I didn't think so, but .
apparently they are. We have only
played in major urben centres such
as New York, San Franciscg and
L.A., but we've had a lot of people
coming to see it.

What dinection do dou see Asian
actons taking?

Take Marc Hayashi, for example, he
is obviously talented and people are
seeing this. Hopefully, more wri-
ters will include Asian parts in

-

conZinued on page 5
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Shop ﬁgns}otrm an'Angw-Saxontongue

iNndia bazaar at the crossroads

satish dhar |

ourtesy of Parndesdi Punjfab

x

Photos ¢

e

"There's no place like this in North
America. " There are Greek towns, little
Italys and Chinatowns in many cities but
nowhere else on this continent will you
find another India Bazaar like Toronto's."

These were the proud words of the Indian
merchant who- took.-me around the Gerrard-
Coxwell shopping strip in Eastend Toronto
known variously as India Bazaar, India
Town, India Market.

The merchant's claim was no idle boast.
It was Saturday afternoon. The sidewalks

were crowded with streams of pedestrians -

and\groups of bystanders in earnest
conversation. One animated conclave had .
even spilled over onto the street,
causing traffic to swerve and agitated
heads to pop out of passing cars. Over-
head shop signs to trip an Anglo-Saxon
tongue jostled for attention: Naaz, Moti,
Mahal, Manzil, Kesri ... The air was
thick with the aroma of Indian cooking.
From one of the shops ripples of a long
forgotten song filtered out and lapped at
- the -edges of my Hearing.

As my senses soaked in these familiar
sights, sounds and smells, I felt a

sudden gust of nostalgia tugging me away.
But only for a moment. The unmistakable
clang and clatter of a Toronto Transport-
ation Commission streetcar on its way
downtown rudely shook me out of my reverie.

The illusion was over. I.looked around.

I could see that India Bazaar was a
commercial enclave covering three blocks -
some forty shops in all. There were about
a dozen restaurénts, ten sari shops, half-
a dozen grocery stores, several video and
record stores, a few appliance stores and
a cinéma-shopping mall complex.

In addition there were also a few non-
Indian shops- unobtrusively sandwiched in
between.

EREIIEIEIR

‘All this proliferation of Indian commercial

enterprises has not happened overnight.
It is the result of ten years of steady,
at times feverish, growth.

What will the next ten years bring? What
are the prospects of Indian Bazaar? 1In
an effort to find out I talked to bazaar
merchants, community workers, residents
groups in the area, race relations -

“officials, policemen as well as knowledge-

able people within the Indian community.
T came to the conclusion that India town
is at ‘the crossroads. New challenges
confront it as it goes into its second
decade. Whether the area becomes a
flourishing part of Toronto's  commercial
landscape will depend upon the adapt-
ability of the India Bdzaar merchants to
changing circumstances and the support

extended to it by the Indian community.
’  HEYEIEIERR
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Ironically, at the beginning, the Indian
community as a whole did not stand behind
the bazaar. When Gyan Naz, a professional
engineer, established the first Indian
enterprise in the area, Naaz Cinema, his
middleclass fellow countrymen berated him
for choosing the Gerrard-Coxwell location.
They pointed out that this part of Toronto-
Riverdale ~ was made up of a stable Anglo-
Saxon working class neighbourhoods with

no Indian population to speak of. Also,
the shopping strip was a depressed area
with run-down stores and a high number of
vacancies.

Even the old Eastwood Theatre which Naz
had coverted into a Hindi cinema hall ha
been through several incarnations without
attaining commercial salvation; by turns
an English, Italian and Greek cinema hall,
it was vacant when Naz bought it., Many in
the East Indian community were convinced
that Naz had made a mistake - the whole
area was unsuitable for business.

There was a feeling that Naz had somehow
let the Indian community down by locating
his cinema in such a depressed area.

"a blockbuster superhit Hindi film "

However, this carping had little effect on
the avid Indian moviegoers. They flocked
from all over Toronto and beyond to lose
themselves in the latest cinematic
fantasies woven by their beloved film
stars. '

They had few other places to go to for
Indian style entertainment. Naaz cinema
was the only regular game in town. In
fact, when it opened, it was the first
commercial Indian movie theatre in North
America.

The opportunities offered by the throngs
that congregated in front of Naaz cinema
were not lost on aspiring Indian entrep-
reneurs. As Naz put it: one week after
the showing of a "blockbuster, superhit
Hindi film" a new Indian store would open
its doors. At first, businesses clustered
around the theatre, but by 1975 shops had
begun to open in adjoining blocks. India
Town was on its way.

In retrospect, the fears of tke critics
regarding the choice of Gerrard Street
as the location for Indian businesses
were misplaced, even a bit perverse. It
was precisely because the area was
economically depressed that Indian
businesses found it attractive. Being
recent immigrants to Canada, their
financial resources were limited. They

could only afford commercial properties
at the lower end of the price scale. In
the early 1970s, stores in the Gerrard-
Coxwell shopping strip were among the
cheapest in Toronto - some were selling
for as little as $20,000.

The first Indian merchants who moved into
the area were not particularly concerned
about the run-down character of the
properties. They did things as cheaply

as possible -~ no renovation, inexpensive
merchandise, makeshift display. Low
overhead: that was their watchword. Thus,
the restaurants modelled themselves on fast-

"food "bazaar stalls' of northern India.

Pre-prepared spicy and sweet snacks were
serve: to standing customers. Similarily,
sari shops and record stores catered to
the impulse buyer: ihexpensive merchandise
for mass taste.

This suited the working class shoppers,

‘who frequented Gerrard Street, just fine.

!Inspired bargain hunters at the best of
times, they found India Town shops had’
the lower prices compared to Indian shops
in other areas. Indeed the "bazaar stall"
atmosphere of the shops made them fegl

right at home.

The established professional class of
Indian immigrants, however, kept largely
aloof. They felt that the shops did not
.cater to their more cosmopolitan tastes
and they found the run-down condition of
the shops unattractive. For many of them
this impression of the area has remained.
They are still not frequent visitiors to
the area.

In the last few years, however, many
changes have occurred in Indian Bazaar.
For instance, the restaurants are now
graced with chairs and tables; two even
have liquor licenses. The food served
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It has become a symbol of the Indian community in Toronto.

no longer has an experimental quality.
The merchandise in the sari shops and
appliance stores is more varied. Many
shops show signs of having been subjected
to some homespun renovation.

Two of the more successful enterprises
have made major investments in reconstruc-

tion and expansion of tlieir establishments.

Milan's, which started as a sari and gift
shop, has now expanded into a brightly
lit modern department store. Naaz Cinema
has been renamed Naaz Centre - a 550 seat
cinema hall on the first floor and a small
mall on the ground floor. A fashion
store has also recently completed renova-
tions. The last few years of renovation
and rebuilding has, it is estimated, cost
the storeowners about $1.5 million.
Commercial property values in the area
value in the area have also gone up )
considerably - from $20,000 in early 1970s
to about $80,000 - 100,000 in 1981.

In other words, the area has been upgraded
and revitalized. The businessmen have
tried to overcome some of the stigma

- attached to their surroundings. But with

all these improvements, the original
character of the shopping strip has not
changed; it still maintains the "Indian
Bazaar" ambience of its early years.

The area is now more than a market‘serviﬁg
people of Indian origin. It has become
the symbol of the Indian community in
Toronto, its largest visible public
expression. But for it, the Indian
community, with its over 100,000 members,
dispersed throughout the greater Metro
area and fragmented into scores of

developments in the last few years lead
to this conclusion..

"To begin with, the South Asian population

in the Toronto area is now growing very
slowly. The present more restrictive
immigration policy has reduced the influx
to a trickle; at the same time competition
for this market is increasing relentlessly.
According to one estimate, there are more
than 250 .shops and restaurants in the
Toronto are alone catering to the special-
ized needs to the Indian population. Some
definable clusters of Indian shops are
emerging in close proximity to areas where
there are concentrations of Indian
residents. 1India Town, with no supporting
neighbourhood Indian population, has to
compete with stores which serve their
local area. )

One of the big attractions of the Gerrard-
Coxwell Indian shops was their low prices
because of depréessed property value and
low rents in the area. This is no longer
the case. Prices now are generally at par
with Indian shops across the city.

The other major attraction was Naaz cinema.
In the last few years, the ready avail-
ability of video cassettes of Indian
movies has played havoc with the Indian
cinema market in North Amercia. Many
cinema halls in Toronto have closed. The
throngs which used to collect outside Naaz !
cinema are now a thing of the past. Even
the complete modernisation of the cinema
hall, has not brought back the large
crowds of yester-year.

The recent recession has also taken its
'tollf The number of East Indian tourists

! i:iigioui and rﬁgional-assoc%aﬁions, would visiting the area declined this year.
col%e Z. € an abstraction, without a Many restaurants reported reduced business.
ective presence. This decline in sales could not have come
L ' X at a worse time for the businessmen of
Indians come to Gerrard Street not just . India Town. Two of the star attractions
t? shop but t? air their HOStalg%if to of the area; Milan's and Naaz Centre have
.llsten to familiar music and familiar just completed major rebuilding projects.
tongues. For women who feel uncomfortable The recent high interest rates must be
in Western dres§es and conspicuous in . cutting the profit margins of the owners
Indian clothes in other parts of the city, of these stores to the bone.
India Town is a special place. Here they ,
can wear the clothes they love:‘ salwar‘ Many of the more perceptive merchants on
kameez or sari or any other Indian costume the street are convinced that they have
without feeling self-conscious. to change their marketting strategy in
X . - < it h order to remain commercially viable. The
In splte'of t?e 1mporta?t status }t as 0ld unadventurous formula on which the
now attained in the I?dlan communlty & area flourished, that is "marketting
there is nervousness 1n IndlarT?wn. any nostalgia" for Indian immigrants at the
merchants feel that its compmercial lower-end of the income scale, is no
eminence is far from guaranteed. Certain longer adequate to ensure future growth.
Vo, 4 No. 3 20
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They are now trying to appeal to a broader
market i.e., the more affluent class of
Indians as well as the general population
of the city. )

This will require higher quality merchan-
dise, sensitivity to latest twists and
turns in fashion, introduction of culinary
styles in the .restaurants which will appeal
to a more demanding clientele. In some
cases, it will also require a more
fastidious attitude towards hygiene.
Further upgrading of shops would certainly
help; some of the stores are still
uninviting and these cast their shadow on
the others which have been improved.

Several shopkeepers are already working
toward broadening their appeal. Fashion
boutiques are making their appearance -
offering traditional clothing styles
adapted to modern needs. Similarly, the
last few years two air-conditiomed
restaurants ‘have opened which serve
cosmopolitan Indian fare, more in line
with Indian restaurants in the rest of
the city.

There is an awareness emerging among the
shopkeepers that the overall visual
quality of the shopping strip must be
improved. This calls for collective
rather than individual initiative. The
property owners in the three block area
have banded together to form what is known
as a Business Improvement Area. Set up
under Ontario Government legislation,. this
permits the establishment of a fund, as
agreed by the merchants, to be used for

public improvements. A Board of Governors,
made up of area storekeepers and city
representatives has been set up to
administer the fund and make decisions on
the improvements.’ -

There was much skepticism in the beginning
about the merchants being able to get
their act together sufficiently to under-
take this program. The previous business-
persons association, INPAKTA (Indian-
Pakistani Traders ‘Association ), formed to
deal with common problems, had become
defunct from disuse. ‘

dowever, the businessmen have obtained
approval of the Businessment Improvement

B Area designation from the city. Inexplic~
ably; it took 10 months for the merchants
to complete the list of nominations.for
the Board of Governors indicating that the

ghost of disunity has not been completely
exorcised.

A budget of $10,000 has been approved for

)

the first year of operation. This will

be spent on street furniture, landscaping
and promotion. A name for the area has-
been selected: India Bazaar. This name,
along with a logo, the design which is

the subject of a competition in local
schools, will be used in all packaging and
promotion by area business. It is hoped
this will facilitate the creation of a
recognizable corporate image of India
Bazaar. The city, for its part, had agreed
to piant trees on the sidewalks. By these
improvements, the merchants hope to over-
come some of the'reputation of the shopp-
int strip as run-down and visually

- unappealing.

Another issue related to location that the
business association may have to look at

in future is the relationship between their
commercial enclave and the residential
community around it. Right from the start,
India Town has been anomaly in that the

‘surrounding population is not Indian.

Ethnic shopping areas in Toronto have
traditionally emerged to service nearby
ethnic neighbourhoods. There has, there-
fore, been little conflict between’the
needs of the shopping districts and the
residential areas.

Things got very bad in May 1980

One of the major sources of friction be-
tween the area residents and the Indian
business community is traffic and parking.
This is because almost. all shoppers come
to this area by car. Week-end peaks are
particularly irksome to the residents.
Many of the residents also feel that their
shopping strip has been alienated from
them. They have no use for most of the,
merchandise on sale in the Indian stores.
The shoppers are all outsiders to the area
and their public behaviour as well as the
language they speak is foreign to the
residents. They do not feel at home on
their own street. .
Partly because the interests of the shop-
keepérs and the area residents are so far
apart, the area became a fertile ground

for racial conflict in the seventies. The
Ku Klux Klan and the white supremacist -«
Western Guard operated in this area. While
racist attacks have declined in recent
years, there was a time when gangs of white
youths (most of them outsiders) would
rampage through the street hurling racial
insults, breaking shop windows, slashing
car’ tires and beating up shopowners and
customers. Things got so bad in May 1980
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. .. they can look forward to the next decade with optimisni.

that the merchants were afraid to leave
their stores.

These incidents received a great deal of
news and editorial coverage. Toronto
Police Chief Ackroyd toured the area
at the height of the tension, as did the
the Mayor Sewell. The area has generally
been quiet since then. :

There is some feeling among police and
community workers that -if the business~
persons had assertively presented a
united front to the offenders, the racial
incidents would not have escalated to the
level they did. ;In fact, if the trouble-
makers knew that violence perpetrated by
them would meet painful physical response
or relentless legal action, they would
havé lost much of their courage.

The merchants, on the other hand, are
bitter about lack of police action in
those dark days. Taunts by youths,
evidence of broken shop fronts and slashed.
tires did not bring the response from the’
police that shopkeepers expected. The
merchants*felt that the policemen, instead
of taking action, allowed themselves to be
imprisoned by procedural niceties.

It seems clear, that in the future, the
businessmen will have to take a concerted,
aggressive stand to combat racist incidents.
‘But they must also make efforts to establish
links with the residential community so

that problems causing friction can be
identified and dealt with promptly.

There has been some liaison betwen the
store owners and the community in the past.
The first public meeting attended by
resident groups and the Indian shopkeepers
was in late 1980. Some 200 members of the
Ward 8 Ratepayers Association met with
about 30 Indian businesspersons. To the
surprise of many people, it was a cordial
meeting. There was a frank airing of
grievances on both sides. Residents
expressed concern about traffic, parking,
loitering on the sidewalks, sanitary
problems in the lanes. The merchants
mentioned the indignities they had to
suffer at the hands of the less tolerant .
residents. Unfortunately, this initiative

. was allowed to lapse through inaction on

both sides. In fact, the executive of the
ratepayers group was not in favour of
continuing the liaison, and the then
president, Mr. Bower, partly because of
this position of the executive, did not
seek re-election. This shows that some

influential residents in the area have not
accepted the Indian business area.

A more creative and dynamic approach is
necessary to deal with intercultural
problems. Active participation of people
on all sides is required so that real
world issues can be defined and solutions
found. Rather than wallowing in resent-
ment against one another, each group has
to deal with the other. It is in the
contelt of everyday life and experiences
gained in solving specific problems that
a new balance is struck, new lessons
learned and new attitudes created:

This seemed to have been the thinking
behind the setting up of a new residents
association, the Gerrard-Coxwell Residents'
Association, which was formed in the summer
of 1980. 1Its basic purpose was to resolve
the traffic and parking problems on local
streets resulting from an influx of
shoppers to Indian Bazaar area. The Indian
merchants joined forces with the Associa-
tion and 'successfully lobbied city council
city council for a $5,000 grant to cover
the expenses of supervising a local school
parking lot for use by bazaar shoppers.

This ‘sort of liaison needs to be developed.
For their part, the Indian merchants should
try to cater to the needs of ghe~area
residents and actively promote the bazaar
in the local community. While this may

not be easy, it may be to the businessmen's
advantage. - It may help to improve sales
during the week when the bazaar is in the
doldrums. Some progress has been made in
this regard already. . The two licensed .
restaurants are beginning to be treated

by some area residents as neighbourhood
taverns. A few of the younger more
adventurous residents have started
patronizing the Indian restaurants.

. Thus,. the Indian Town merchants seem to be

taking the first steps towards meeting

the challenges of the future:that is
broadening their marketting strategy and
improving their liaison with the surround-
ing residential community. :These

challenges are less daunting than the ones
they have already successfully met. Unlike
the first few years when they just blundered
along individually without sufficient under-
standing of the new world they were in,

the merchants now share, however falteringly,
a collective vision of the future. If they
build on this shared sense of purpose, they
can look to the next decade with optimism.™
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Wafden BellLo, David Kinfey and

Elaind ELinson (ed,), Development
Debackle: The Wonld Bank in the
Phitippines., San Francisco: ITnsii-
tute gon Food and DevelLopment policy,
£982. pp. xiid + 256, papenback, $6. 95

Many would like us to believe that
the World Bank, in providing funds
for developing (usually underdevel-
oped) countries is providing a ser-
vice by helping them catch up with
the world in the areas of technclo-
gical advancement and social progress.

This, however, is not the case. With

the example of the Philinpines,
Development Debacle, argues forcefully
against this belief, In fact, it is

the other way round. The deeper the

Vorld Bank is entrenched in the Phili-
ppines, the greater the latter's econ-
onic deterioration., The World Bank, as.
the authors maintain, ensures the unob=-
structed flow of foreign captial and
commodities into the Philippines., In
reconstructing the national economy of
Filipimos, the World Bank stressed the
labour-intensive industries and chemical-
intensive agriculture, 8o that goods from
U.S.-owned factories could be cheaply made
and American’ chemical fertilizers would
be widely purchased.

To ensure this unequal exchange, the
World Bank also uses its political in=-
fluence to strengthen the repressive
apparatus of the Philippine government.
Counter—insurgency measures have ex-
panded in both the urban areas and the
countryside.

To the working class and the peasants,
the exploitative and repressive forces
of the World Bank seem to be all -encom-
passing. The authors further
point out that the peoples' resistance
movements are a manifestation of the
extensive exploitation and repression
which is over present.

Development Debacle is a powerful book
for it demonstrates the linkages be-—
tween underdevelopment, political
repression, and insurgency in the
Philippines, What is lacking in the
book, however, is the human dimension

of economic exploitation and political
coercion, Consequently, it is somewhat
difficult for readers to identify with
the suffering of Filipinos. The chapters
while excellently written and arguments
well documented, remain highly academic.
As a political tool to raise the con-
sciousness of readers, the book fails,

Bobby SAu

Editonial continued

In a back-handed shot, patronizing
critics impressed upon the film's

Jtight budget as its principle re-

deeming feature, lMoreover, review-
ers used such phrses as 'oriental
mysthue and 'fortune cookie syn-
dromé' when discussing Wang's work.

Although it seems that Asians are  fair-
ing better at the hands of the media..
+«++ hence, majority, it is doubtful
Canandians are ready to see Asian faces
on the screen or to accept them into
their homes.

If 'positiveness' is what you are seek-
ing, this issue will be more your style
s..but do read between the lines. eg
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WIDENING VISIONS

Third World Films at Toronto’s
Festival of Festivals

Toronto's 1982 film.extravaganza,
"Festival of Festivals" was fraught -
with difficulties. Some films ar-
rived late, others were blue-pencil-
led by Ontario's ‘Board of Censors.
and a few did not show up at all. By
the end of the Festival, its pro-
gramme had been revised so often
that the schedules posted outside
participating cinemas began to bear .
a close resemblance to cubist col-
lages, Furthermore, many patrons
complained about distances between
theatres and delays in starting
times while others found the the
offerings of the Festival "disap-
pointing".

However, despite all the mixups
and seemingly inevitable criticism,
this year's Festival showcased a

far wider range of films than ever
before. The seven year old Festi-
val has broken out of its West
European, American, -Australian orbit
and appears to be well on-its way to
becoming truly international.

Last year, apart from the usual
"Critics Choice" and "Buried Trea-
sures'" offerings, the Festival pre-
sented a series entitled '"Culture
Under. Pressure'" which featured Tizu-
ko Yamasaki's Gaijin: A Braz.ilian
Odyssey and a retrospective of works
by Yilmaz Guney. This year, cine-
philes were treated to recent films
. by Brazilian and Asian directors.

O0f the nineteen Brazilian offerings,
some, such as Chuvas de verac (Summexn
Rains) and. ELes nao usam Black-Tie
(They don't weah Black-Tie], were
superb; others, like Txaacema were
notable but reflected their budge-
tary constraints; and at least one,
Terna dos Indios [Land of Indians},
a documentary about the destruction
6f native cultures, was topical but
interminable. 1In general, these
films critically examined contem-
porary international concerns --
political repression, uncontrolled

/fz'cﬁdm’ fing

development in the Amazon, family
breakdowns, nationalism, racism

and sexism -- in a distinctly Bra-
zilian setting. It is not surpris-
ing that these works were unpopular
with those Brazilians who prefer to
see their country presented as "so-
phisticated, developed and democra-

tic''. . [

Of the eight Asian films advertised in’
the Festival schedule, three were Fil-
ipino, another, a Filipino-French co-

oroduction, Unfortunately, Lino Broka's

Bona was the only one shown as scheduled.

Mike de Leon's Kisapmata remained in-

‘explicably mired in the Portuguese bur-

eaucracy and his other work Batch'§]
o e : arrived on
the final
day of the
Festival.

Pierre Rissient's co-
production Cing et La
Peau [(Five and Zhe
Skin) was caught in
.. a controversy between

Festival organizers and
Ontario Board of Censors and
consequently was not shown publicly.

Bona was eagerly awaited by Festival-
goers who remembered Lina Broka's
Jaguar which was screenmed last year.
Like its forerumnner, it too is an
allegorical melodrama, this time
about a young woman who sacrifices
her family and career to follow an
insensitive macho movie, extra. How-
ever, Bona also visually repeats
much of what appeared in Jaguar and
slides into mediocrity after some
superlative opening shots of the
famous Good Friday procession. Even
the fine performances of Philip Sal-
vador and Wora Audnor, both Filipino
screen idols, could not salvage

this predictable film.

It is not surprising that Batch'$§]
has yet to be seen in the Philip-
pines. Ostensibly about student
fraternities in a Manila university,
it is a scathing depiction of "the
machinations of an authoritarian
organization masquerading as an
egalitarian one'". Filipino censors
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are demanding over forty cuts before
it can premiere there. It is a 'shame
Batch'§l arrived late at the Festi-
val.

Cing et La Peau was one of two films
at the center of the dispute between
the censors and Festival organizers.
The guardians of public morality in
Ontario demanded that cuts be made
to the Filipino-French co-production
before it could be shown to Festi-
val audiences. As it is Festival
policy to show films only in their
original entirety, the screen re-
mained dark for the scheduled public
showings. Festival Director Wayne
Clarkson, in an impassioned speech,
accused the censors of attempting
"quite calculatingly to destroy the
Festival', while Rissient added that
the action of the Board aided the re-
pressive Marcos regime.

_ heed aj' 38 bup

Cing et La Peau is an honest, un-
patronizing and informed examina-
tion of a foreigner's life in the
Philippines. It is a difficult film
intellectually and undoubtedly con-
troversial; but, obscene it is not.
In fact, far from being arousing org
titillating the "offending" eighty-
two seconds present a striking por-
trayal. of the relationship between
poverty and the marketing of female
flesh. That the censors missed this
crucial link in the sequence as they
did in Not a Love Stony demonstrates
again that they are oblivous to the
distinction between pornography and
art. -

Of the Asian films that did show,
Japan's Doro No Kawa {Muddy Riven],
an Oscar nominee for best foreign
film of 1981, was most popular.

Set in the 1950s, and shot in black

and white, this moving classic
deals with a relationship between:
two young boys: ©Nobuo, a poor

Doro No Kawa

noodle-shop owner's 'son, and Kichii,
the son of a widow forced into pro-
stitution., With remarkable sensiti-
vity and grace, Director Kohei Oguri
explores the dilemma of nine year
old Nobuo as he ‘is forced to choose
between social conformity and true
friendship.

Interestingly, only one of the Asian
films at the Festival dealt exclusive-
ly with rural life. Moving as slowly

and effortlessly as the sun in the

sky, Baddegama chronicles the woes

of a semi-feudal peasantry in a small

drought-strickeﬁ village., Set at the

/

B-ad'debama ‘

turn of the century Baddegama exposes
the manipulation of witch doctors,
the tyranny of village headmen, and
the inequity of patriarchy. Never-
theless, this film by Sri Lankan
director Lester James Peries, based
as 1t is on a book by Leonard Woolf,
one-time British administrator, pre-
dictably portrays the colonists as

benevolent but helpless and isolated.

Very difficult in tone and content,
but mevertheless a good example of
its genre was The Story of Wee Viet
by Hong Kong's Ann Hui. A tight
melodrama with touches of Film Woir,
Kung Fu and mystery movies, the story
tells of a young South Vietnamese
soldier in a Hong Kong refugee camp.
‘Hounded by murderous Viet Cong, he
buys a false passport and an airline
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ticket to America. However, when his
plane touches down in Manila his
sweetheart, who, has accompanied him

on this trip, is kidnapped and sold
into prostitution. The camera follows
Woo.Viet through Manila's sordid un-
derworld in search of his lost love.
The Story of Woo Viet is well-paced
and skillful; however it tries to

pull together too many elements at

once. Moreover, it provides little
analysis of the region's politics and
reproduces visions of South-East

Asia as an earthly hell, images which
western audiences who have seen The
Deen Hunter and Apocalypse Now have
come .to expect.

Flro}i the ae

By ironic coincidence, the American
documentary, Fike on the Waten, also
screened at the Festival, seems to -
address the question: “"What if Woo
Viet had made it to America?" Robert
Hillman's production, complered only
weeks before the Festival began,
portrays the situvation of recently
arrived Vietnamese refugees in a
small Texan shaimping town. As the
shrimp stock depletes and overall
income falls, tempers flare and
white boatowners become increasingly
hostile and make scapegoats of the
recently arrived Vietnamese. Boats
are burned as the Ku Klux Klan gets
involved. s

Hillman projects his film as a pre-
view of a larger more in-—depth exami-
nation of this situation which he
will complete at a later date. Hope-
fully his second film will explore
the impact of non-racial, political
considerations on the dispute and
also try to establish a link between

this particular conflict and American
international involvement; elements
which are sadly ignored in the origi-
nal work. Nevertheless, as it stands,
Fine on the Waten is refreshingly
unpatronizing and does not betray an
ideological bias, two gqualities

rarely found in works of this genre.

About a very different type of situa-
tion, Seputih Hatdinyah, Semerah Bi-
binnya (As White as the Heant, As

Red as the Lips) by Indonesia's

Slamet Raliardjo deals with reconcilia-
tion in a large, wedl-to-do Djakarta
family. This urbane work boasts a
bevy of chicly dressed characters in-
cluding: a psycholgist daughter,
forever taking photographs; a business
executive son and his white wife and

a sweet, just slightly manipulative
mother who is the family's link with
a,traditional Indonesian past.. Un-
fortunately severe sub-titling pro-
blems made it a difficult £ilm for
most non-Indonesians to understand.
Rahardjo's first film, Rembulfan Dan
Matahani (A Time to Mend) was also
screened at the Festival.

Asian films . . were not popular

Despite the novelty and obvious high
quality of the Asian films presented
at this year's Festival they were

not terribly popular with the Toronto
public. Even critically acclaimed
works like Dong No Kawa (Muddy Rivexn)
drew relatively small audiences.
Apart from the usual problem with
publicity, there appears to be a
general ignor-ance among Torontonians
of any cinema outside the '"developed"
world. Given the volume, quality,
and range of filming which is done

in the Third World today, :this con-
dition is Tregrettable. The Toronto
Festival of Festivals has made a
noble effort to change this. Hope-—
fully cinemgoers and the Ontario
Censor Board will take all the neces-
sary measures to ensure that this
trend is not discouraged.~=

Richard Fung A4 a f{reelance writen
and a Cinema Studies student at the
Univensity of Toronto.
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URDU CONFERENCE

The First Canadian Comnference on
Urdu was held on the weekend of
September 25-26 at the University

of Toronto campus. It was organized
by the Anjuman-e-Urdu, Canada (Urdu
Society of Canada) in association
with the Graduate Centre of South
Asian Studies, University of Toronto.
The two-day event was funded by the
Federal Ministry of Multiculturalism.

The two-day event was funded.by the
Secretary of State - Multiculturalism
Directorate. :

Urdu is a language spoken in India,
Pakistan and by "4 large population
in the Middle East as well as by
thousands of Asians who now

live in England and the North Ameri-
can continent.

The morning and afternoon of Septem-
ber 25 was taken up by a conference
on Urdu poetry. Scholars from North
America and the Indian subcontinent
participated in the various sessions.
On Sunday September 26, there were
sevéral workshops on various aspects
of the Urdu language.

The crowning event of the literary
celebrations, however, was the Grand
.Mushaira held on the evening of
September 25. Some 600 people
. thronged to hear their beloved poets
recite some recent compositions.
There were three well-known poets
from Pakistan: Faiz A. Faiz, winner
of the Lenin Peace Prize, and one

of the most widely read Urdu poets,
J. Aali, journalist-poet and banker
who has a mass following in his
country; Ahmed Faraz, rebel poet
whose verse exudes a deep social
conscience. From India there was
Ali Sardar Jaafri, literary critic,
poet and moving spirit of the pro-
gressive movement on the subconti-
nent. - In addition, about 15 poets
from North America recited their
compositions. )

2

The HMushaira continued till three-
thirty in the morning with the
overwhelming majority of the
participants staying to the end.

It was clear from the response of
the audience that, for Urdu-loving
people of Toronto, the lushaira

had not lost its tremendous appeal,

as entertainment and as an express-

ion of mass culture.

"SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

What is race relations? This, was the topic
of a play performed by the Pelican Players

at St. Chad's Anglican Church (Dufferin/

St. Clair West) in, Toronto on Cciober 1st.

Through the dramatic acts and creative
dialogues among four actors, the disappoint-
ment, sorrow, and expectation of immigrants
and native people were portrayed. This
play, entitled "Subject to Change", was
performed to_stimulate discussion among

high school students and teachers on racism,
immigrant experience, cultural diversity

and identity, education and employment.

The scenes on the job search experience

of a black youth were impressive. What is
lacking in this play is a coherent direc-
fion where race relations should go.

CELEBRATION OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE VIETNAMESE ASSOCIATION

It was a cheerful evening at the China
Court Restaurant. About 70 people came

to celebrate the 10th anniversary
of the Vietnamese Association,

The date was September 25, 1982.

Ten years ago, a small group of Vietnamese
students started ‘a social club, and it is
a full-fledged service association today.
It embodied the persistent efforts and
leadership among the Vietnamese.

Mr. Don Nguyen, the President of the Asso-
ciation,..gave a speech and offered thanks
to members and volunteers. Contrary .to
our expectation, the food served that
evening was Chinese.

The Asianadlan
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-WOMEN'S CULTURAL CONFERENCE.

Pantacdpants at tie "Women of Difbernent
Cultures Working Togethen" Conjerence. =

(Contnaéf pitoto by Enncl Tayﬁon)

On Saturday September 25th, an

all day conferepce titled "Women
of Different Cultures Working
Together'" was held at the Ontario
Institute for Studies in Education
in Toronto.

The conference was organized by N
the West Indian Social and Cul- '
tural Society and the Women's Re-
search and Resources Centre, Depart-
ment of Sociology, 0.I.S.E. The
forum was designed to provide an
opportunity for women to discuss
isslies of common concern to them:

in the family, in social life, in
work and career advancement. This
conference was one. of a series of
projects undertaken by the Society
this year. It was attended by al-
most 150 women of wide ranging pro-
fessional backgrounds.

ASIANADIAN needs

i

Become a Subscriber

The Asianadian
NEEDS HELP

The Asian voice' in Canada

must not be stilled.

subscriptions

and donations to survive.

Please .help us.

$F 5705555555553 5535555355355555 555555555553 3558835554888

As an avid reader of the Aslanadian, I would like to see it get back onto its
feet and continue publishing on a regular basis.

I would like to: - o

Make a tax—-deductable donation
.in the amount of $70,00, $50.00,

(U.S. and Overseas Subscribers
Please Add $1.50 per year)

'

Postal Code:

One Year Individual $5,00 $100,00
Two Years Individual $9.00 ___
One Year Institution $8.00
Two Years Institution $15.00 ___
Lifetine $50.00
" Name:
Address:
City: Province:

———————————

Please ‘Make Cheque or lioney Order Payable to:

The Asdanadian
P.0. Box 1256

Station 'Q'
Tohonto, Ontario
M4T 2P4

Vo£. 4 No. 3
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ue would like to: hear the opinions of ’},fﬂould you p:efer.The dA4anadLan
gurx readers 20 that we can improve tHe ' adépt a Emall-sized newspaper
contents-and format of The Aslanadian, format?
We would appreciate it if you could
angwer the following Juestidne and ‘3 8. In general, how do you feel ‘about
;gﬁ;aﬁaam back to us. Thaok you, _ the ‘tone of the magazine?

.- GRS E‘-r:-lsi

1, How did you obtain this copy of
The Asdianadian?

Too radical

Too academic (not enough on current
events)

Nct radical enough

(a) subsecription It's fine as .it is

(b) from a friend Other (specify):

(c) at a bookstore

(d) other (specify):

9. Do you have any suggestions on how

2. - Which articles {(fsatures) QHW?EIF : The Asianadian could be improved?
issue d1d -you find particulurﬁy (Use a separate page if necessary)

interesting?

3. Which articles did you find the least
interesting?

7

4, Please estimate the number of issues of
The Asianadian you have read over the
past few years.

Ezg z:z v The following section is optiomnal:
-fiv

(c) six-ten 10. Which age range do you fall within?
(d) more than ten .

under 21

5. What topics would you like to see in- 21-30 4
cluded in future issues? 30-40
- 40-50
FoE W over 50

11. What is your ethnic background?

6. Should the magazine focus on a partic-
ular them (topic) for each issue, as it
has done in the past (eg., media, women
etc.)? 12, What is your occupation?

Yes

No
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