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COMMUNITY NEWS 

T l ie  Aniurzadcccn i n  cc~z  Asiccil Cctrludi irn 
h fuguz ine p u b l i s h e d  q u a r t e r l y  b y  t h e  
A s i a n a d i a n  R e s o u r c e  W o r k s h o p ,  P . O .  
B o x  1 2 5 6 ,  S t a t i o n  Q ,  T o r o n t o ,  O n t a r i o  
b14T 2 P 4 ,  C a n a d a .  C o p y  ( c )  1 9 8 2  b y  
t h e  A s i a n a d i a n  R e s o u r c e  W o r k s h o p .  
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .  C o n t e n t s  may 
n o t  b e  r e p r i n t e d  w i t h o u t  p r i o r  
w r i t t e n  p e r m i s s i o n .  

I S S N  # 0 7 0 5 - 8 8 6 1 .  S e c o n d  C l a s s  
M a i l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  N u m b e r  4 4 3 8 ,  
T o r o n t o ,  C a n a d a .  T h e  W o r k s h o p  i s  

a  r e g i s t e r e d ,  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  . 

A 1 1  d o n a t i o n s  a r e  t a x - d e d u c t i b l e .  
P r i n t i n g  i s  b y  W e l l e r  P u b l i s h i n g .  

E d i t o r i a l  C o m m i t t e e  t h i s  i s s u e :  S a t  , 
K u m a r ,  D o r a  N i p p ,  L e o n a r d  P r e y r a .  

C r a p h i c s  t h i s  i s s u e :  I i e e n a  D h ~ r  

P r o d u c t i o n  t h i s  i s s u e :  R i c h a r d  F u n g ,  
P r e m  G h o s h ,  P r a b h a  K h o s l a ,  D a n n y  L e e  

T h e  o p i n i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  
a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  
S d i t o r i a l  C o m m i t t e e .  

T h e  A A ~  u ~ ? u d i u n  I 



' : any  f e e l  t h e  A o i a n a d . t a n l o  v i e w  o f  A s  o f  l a t e ,  A s i a n s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  
r e a l i t y  h a s  b e e n  r e f - r a c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  a n d  
~ r i s m  o f  r a c i s t  i d e o l o g y .  We h a v e  b e e n  d a r e  we s a y ,  f a v o u r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  
. i n d u l y  a c c u s e d  o f  b e i n g  ' r a d i c a l ' ,  f r o m  t h e  m e d i a .  A c u r s o r y  r e a d i n g  

s e n s a t i o n a l i s t i c ' ,  i f  y o u  w i l l - - t h a t  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  g r o w i n g  
~ e  d w e l l  t o o  h e a v i l y  o n  t h e m e s  o f  p h e n o m e n o n ,  B u t  b e f o r e  o n e  b e c o m e s  

o p p r e s s i o n  w h i c h  we h a v e  a p p r o a c h e d  a n d  t o t a l l y  l o s t  i n  a  f a l s e  s e n s e  o f  
c o n s e q u e n t l y  a t t a c k e d  a n d  d i s s e c t e d  e u p h o r i a  o v e r  ' h a v i n g  m a d e  i t f ,  
f r o m  n u m e r o u s  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  ? l o r e o v e r ,  
a s  a m a g a z i n e  w h o s e  o b j e c t i v e s  i n c l u d e  
t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  u n d e r -  

t a n d i n g ,  we a r e  s e e n  a s  u n d e r m i n i n g  i t s  
~ F f o r t s  a n d  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  s u b v e r t i n g  
- h e  A o c a n a d ~ a n ' ~  a i m s  w i t h  n e g a t y v e  
p o r t r a y a l s  o f  A s i a n s  a s  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  
h i s t o r y .  Some r e a d e r s  f e e l  t h a t  we 
s h o u l d  a d o p t  a  m o r e  ' p o s i t i v e '  s t a n c e .  
T h o s e  w h o  a r e  q u i c k  t o  c r i t i z e ,  h o w e v e r ,  
a r e  s l o w  t o  c ~ ~ l c e < e  t l  a t  a s  t h e  s e m i n a l  
A s i a n  C a n a d i a n  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  we t o o  m u s t  
u n d e r g o  s t a g e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  w h i c h  
we g r o w  a n d  p r o g r e s s  w i t h  t h e  c h a n g i n g  
t i m e s .  
I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e i t e r a t e  o u r  
p o s i t i o n  on  r a c i s m .  As a n  a n a t h e m a  t o  
a l l  A s i a n  C a q ~ d i a c s ,  i t s  a f f e c t s  a r e  
i m m e d i a t e  a n d  e m o t i o n a l .  B u t  we o f  t h e  
A o ~ a n a d ~ a ~ ~  a r e  n o t  s o  m y o p i c  t h a t  we 

w e  m u s t  e v a l u a t e  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t -  
u a t i o n  m o r e  c a r e f u l l y .  

I n  a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  t h e  p o s i t i v e  
v o i l e s  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  a r e  o v e r s h a d o w -  
e d  b y  t h e  n e g a t i v e  r e a l i t i e s .  A t  t h e  
" V i s i b l e  M i n o r i t i e s  a n d .  t h e  M e d i a  Con-  
f e r e , n c e t l  h e l , d  r e c e n t l y  i n  T o r o n t o ,  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  o f  M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  e x p r e s s e d  
t h e  s a m e  s e n t i m e n t s  we h a v e  l o n g  e s -  
p o u s e d  --:iiat A s i a n s  a n d  v i s i b l e  e t h n i c s  
h a v e  b e e n  h i g h l y  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  a l l  
s e c t o r s  o f  m a s s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t h e  m e d i a  f a i l e d  t o - p i c k  u p  on  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i , v e s  o f  t h e -  
e t h n i c  ' m i n o r i t i e s '  w e r e  a r b i t r a r i l y  
c h o s e n . a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  o r g a n -  
i z e r s  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h o s e  g r a s s -  
r o o t s  v o i c e s  ; many  o f  whom ' w e r e  r e s p o n -  
s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s e t t i n g  t h e  momentum y e a r s  

d o  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h e r e  a r e  i s s u e s ,  i n  e a r l i e r .  
a d d i t  i o n  t o  o p p r e s s i o n  b a s e d  o n  r a c e ,  A l o n g  s i m i l a r  l i n e s ,  t h o s e  r e s p o n -  
w h i c h  c o n c e r n  u s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  t o o  s i b l e  f o r  t h e  F e s t i v a l  o f  F e s t i v a l s  
m u s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  h a v e  c o m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

TLqe A ~ ~ c u ~ ~ a d c u r z ' ~  m a n d a t e  d o e s  n o t  o u t -  A s i a n  f i l m s  o f  c a l i b r e .  B u t  f r o m  t h e  

l i n e  t h a t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s  m u s t  h e  n u m b e r  o f  v i e w e r s  w h o  a t t e n  l e d  t h e  

t n e  o r d e r  o f  e a c ' l  ? u b l l c a t i o n .  T h e  s c r e e n i n g s ,  l t  1s o b v i o u s  t h a t  m o v i e  

a r t i c l e s  h e r e i n  a r e  n o t  e x p l o s i v e ,  g o e r s  d o  n o t  s h a r e  t h e  s a m e  o p i n i o n .  

, v e r l y  d r a m a t i c  o r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n -  I t  c o u l d  b e  a r g u e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  

- r o v e r s i a l ,  b u t  t h e y  d o  o f f e r  a b r o a d -  o n e  A s i a n  A m e r i c a n  f i l m ,  ChalI cd . 
e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  a r e  m o r e  e n c o m p a s s -  h i ~ h n i n g ,  h a s  d o n e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  

i n g  o f  t h e  a i m s  o f  t h e  A ~ L U I T U ~ L U ~ .  $ e l l .  B u t  i t  w a s  n o t  m a r k e t e d  o n  
t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  i t s  p e r f o r m a n c e  . c L , L  I L .  i , . 2 2  

AS I Ail A D  I A N  A I /.IS 
1)  T o  f i n d  n e w  d i g n i t y  a n d  p r i d e  i n  

b e i n g  A s i a n  i n  C a n a d a .  P 

2 )  T o  p r o m o t e  a n  u n d - r s t a n d i n g  b e -  ' 

t w e e n  A s i a n  C a n a d i a n s  a n d  o t h e r  
C a n a d i a n s .  

3) T o  s p e a k  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  c o n -  
d i t i o n s ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  i n s t i t -  
u t i o n s  p e r p e t u a t i n g  r a c i s m  i n  
C a n a d a .  

4 )  T o  s t a n d  u p  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i s t o r t -  

i o n s  o f  o u r  h i s t o r y  i n  C a n a d a ,  
s t e r e o t y p e s ,  e c o n o m i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n s ,  
a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d s  
i n j u s t i c e  a n d  i n e q u a l i t y  p r a c t i s e d  
on  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s .  

5 )  T o  p r o v i d e  a  f o r u m  f o r  A s i a n  
C a n a d i a n  w r i t e r s ,  a r t i s t s ,  m u s i c -  
i a n s ,  e t c .  

6 )  T o  p r o m o t e  u n i t y  b y  b - r i d g i n g  t h e  
g a p  b e t w e e n  A s i a n s  w i t h  r o o t s  i n  
C a n a d a  a n d  r e c e n t  i m m i g r a n t s .  



INTERRACIAL RELATIONSHIPS 

prem ghosh 

7 n e t  J a n w a n t  ( J e n n i e ]  and f i a h ~ a n n e  
Khuhana  i n  t h e i a  home n e a h  N i g h  Pahk 
i n  T u h o n t o ' n  Y e n t  End. T h e i h  hone  i n  
a  n v n u n e n t  - to t l ~ e i r ,  t e a n w o h h ,  J e n n i e  
and i . l ah ianne  ahe  p a a t  0 6  t l z a t  ha&& 
bheed od T o h o n t o n i a n ,  w h o ,  by d h c e h  
hahd  wvhk  and pehn e v e h e n c e ,  h a v e  
d c ~ b h i o n e d  c o t n d o / r t a b l e  and  g h a c i o u n  
hornen o u t  0 6  y e n . t e h y e a h l n  p i c t u h -  
enque  man u n h y .  J e n n i e ,  a  ~ i h h '  dhom 
P u n j a b  SLaLe  s n  I n d i a ,  i n  a n  ah- 
c h i t e c t  by  t h a i n i n g .  He i n  p h e n e n t e y  
i uohh ing  doh  Rhe C i t y  oh  T o h o n t o .  
I ! a h i a n n e  i n  6hon  HoLLand.  She wohkn 
p a h t - t i n e  a t  t h e  U n i v e h b i t y  0 6  
T o / t o n t o  and  p l a y n  t h e  d lu - te  doh 
t h e  N o h t h  Yohk S y t , ~ p h o n y  O h c h e n t h a .  
J e n n ~ e  and  : i l ah ianne  h a v e  t u o  
c h i L d h e n :  a  n o n ,  V i j a q  who i n  
e i g h t ,  and  a  d a u g h t e h ,  L e i L a ,  who 
i n  d i v e .  

A S I A N A D I A N :  t ~o iu  d i d  y o u  t iuo  m e e t ?  

J e ~ n i c :  We met i n  t h e  summer of 1971 a t  
a  house r e n t e d  by a  group of U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Toronto s t u d e n t s .  We b o t h  l i v e d  i n  t h e  
house d u r i n g  t h e  summer. I was do ing  my 
t h e s i s  f o r  a  M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  A r c h i t e c -  
t u r e .  Marianne was working. By t h e  Spr ing  
of 1972 we had dec ided  t o  g e f  mar r ied .  I 
wro te  t o  may p a r e n t s  about  i t .  

I t  was a  b i t  t r i c k y .  For y e a r s  my p a r e n t s  
had been w r i t i n g  t o  me t h a t  they  had found 
a  "doc tor  g i r l "  o r  a  "lawyer g i r l "  f o r  me. 
Somebody who would be a  ' 'mint' ' ( a  r e a l  
c a t c h )  a c c o r d i n g  t o  them. I k e p t  w r i t i n g  
back t e l l i n g  them t h a t  I would look a f t e r  
my own a f f a i r s ,  thank you. I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  
had been bugging me t o  g e t  mar r ied  even 
b e f o r e  I l e f t  I n d i a .  

I wro te  t o  them t h a t  I had met t h e  g i r l  I 

wanted t o  marry.  They took. i t  v e r y  w e l l .  
I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  were q u i t e  p l e a s e d .  A t  l e a s t ,  
one h a l f  of what t h e y  had been bugging me 
about  was s e t t l e d .  

!fu&annc.: Nv P a r e n t s  were v e r y  p l e a s e d  
when I wro te  home t o  s a y  t h a t  I w8s g e t t i n g  
marr ied .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e y  had n o t  met J e s s i e .  
3y my f a t h e r  had been doing yoga f o r  y e a r s  
and was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  I n d i a n  ph i losophy  and 
c u l t u r e .  He thought  i t  was g r e a t  t h a t  I 
was marrying a n  I n d i a n ,  no m a t t e r  who. He 
w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m e e t i n g  a  r e a l  
l i v e  E a s t  I n d i a n .  

ASIANADIAN: ffoit' d i d  !IOU ddt\zUL ddcvdop an 
i n t b t a . t  i n  Ind ia) !  P l : i l o ~ o p h ~ / ?  

h~cchiannc: Yy f a t h e r  had a  d o c t o r  f r i e n d  
whose mother was l n d i a n  and whose f a t h e r  
was Dutch. The d o c t o r  was brought  up i n  
Holland.  There i s  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y  
about  him. I t  concerns  t h e  t ime  he went on 
a  v i s i t  t o  I n d i a .  Vhen h i s  s h i p  docked i n  
an I n d i a n  p o r t  ( I  d o n ' t  know t h e  name of 
t h e  p c r t )  h e  went a s h o r e  f o r  a  walk.  Some- 
one j u s t  walked up t o  him and s a i d  "The 
Master  wants  t o  s e e  you". T h i s  man then  
l e d  t h e  d o c t o r  t o  h i s  guru .  The guru t o l d  
him t h a t  he had a  s p e c i a l  g i f t  which he 
should use .  So t h e  d o c t o r  s t u d i e d  w i t h  
t h e  guru f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  He then  re -  
tu rned  t o  Holland and s t a r t e d  a  p r a c t i c e  
i n  which he combined modern medicine w i t h  
homeopathic medic ine .  He a l s o  began t o  
t e a c h  yoga. My f a t h e r  s t a r t e d  t o  l e a r n  
y o g a  f r o m  h i m  a b o u t  30 y e a r s  a g o  a n d  
h e  h a s  been do ing  i t  r e l i g i o u s l y  e v e r  
s i n c e .  

ASIANADIAN: fto[u about qouh motizeh? Holcl 
d i d  n11e ,take t l ~ e  ne[nlb oh youn mamiage 
pLa17n ? . 

~ ( ~ U J I M ~ :  Ply mother was p l a i n  g l a d  t h a t  



I was g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d .  I was t h e  o l d e s t  
c h i l d  i n  my fami ly .  My younger b r o t h e r  
and younger s i s t e r  were a l r e a d y  m a r r i e d .  
I was a n  embarrassment t o  h e r ,  I suppose .  

O r i g i n a l l y ,  J e s s i e  a n d  I w r o t e  t o  
o u r  p a r e n t s  s a y i n g  t h a t  we w o u l d  
b e  g o i n g  f o r  a  v i s i t  t o  H o l l a n d  a n d  
I n d i a  b e f o r e  g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d .  B u t  
J e s s i e ' s  p a r e n t s  w r o t e  s a y i n g  "why 
d o n ' t  y o u  g e t  m a r r i e d  i n  I n d i a ? "  a n d  
my p a r e n t s  w r o t e  s a y i n g  "why d o n ' t  
y o u  g e t  m a r r i e d  i n  H o l l a n d ? "  Ve 
a a n t e d  t o  t r a v e l .  We d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  
w a s t e  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  p l a n n i n g  a n d  
a t t e n d i n g  m a r r i a g e  c e r e m o n i e s .  S o  
we t h o u g h t  "why d o n ' t  we j u s t  g e t  
m a r r i e d  a n d  g e t  t h i s  m a r r i a g e  o v e r  
w i t h  a n d  a v o i d  a l l  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s . "  
A s  y o u  know i t  t a k e s  w e e k s  t o  g e t  
m a r r i e d  i n  I n d i a .  E v e n  i n  H o l l a n d  
y o u  h a v e  t o  s i t  t h e r e  a n d  p e o p l e  

- - 

h a v e  t o  come t o  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  a n d  
w o r r y  a b o u t  g i f t  l i s t s .  

"Some one just walked u,, 

t o  him and said 

'The Master wants to  see you. 1 11 

So we had a  c i v i l  ceremony i n  Toronto  which 
l a s t e d  t e n  minutes .  L a t e r ,  we had a b i g  
p a r t y  f o r  o u r  f r i e n d s  i n  o u r  a p a r t m e n t .  
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  marr ied  we v e n t  on a  
t r i p  t o  Holland and Imdia. 

AS IANADI AN :"rehe Alzene anq i n c i d e n h  d u h i ~ q  
qouh meefingo t u i i h  Ahe htro 6m.iXieh il!kich 
co&d be aMh ibuked  t o  cuL.twraL diddenencen? 

J a h i e . :  The h i g h  p o i n t s  of o u r  c u l t u r a l  d i f -  
f e r e n c e s  d u r i n g  o u r  e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  each  

t h e i r  own t h e y  a r e  n o t  t o t a l  s t r a n g e r s  t o  
i t .  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  o u r  r e l a t i v e s  and t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a s  
worked o u t  v e r y  w e l l .  They have s p e n t  t ime 
wi th  bo th  t h e i r  g r a n d p a r e n t s  and have v i s i -  
ted I n d i a  and Holland.  

Both t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  going t o  t h e  h e r i t a g e  
language programme i n  t h e i r  school  t o  l e a r n  
Hindi .  T d o n ' t  want them t o  be a b l e  t o  con- 
v e r s e  w i t h  me on a  day t o  day b a s i s  i n  Hindi .  
I j u s t  want them t o  know t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a  
s t r a n g e  language .  And if and when they  e v e r  
go t o  I n d i a  on t h e i r  obm, they  w i l l  recog-  
n i z e  i t  a s  b e i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  home of one 
of t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  And h o p e f u l l y  they  f e e l  
t h e  same way when ' they a r e  i n  Rol land .  

We a r e  a t  t h i s  t ime  t r y i n g  t o  make a r r a n g e -  
ments f o r  them t o  l e a r n  Dutch. A s  soon a s  , 

we a r e  a b l e  t o  do t h i s  they  w i l l  be go ing  
f o r  Dutch c l a s s e s .  

other 's f a m i l i e s  h a v e  been f o r  the most p a r t  ASIANADIAN: [Ilhcd about  kc.&gion? 
humorous. The one t h a t c o m e s  t o  mind con- . . 
c e r n s  t h e  food s e r v e d ' a t  v a r i o u s  meals  i n  hi(&annc?: We a r e  n o t  b r i n g i n g ,  up o u r  c h i l d -  
t h e  two p a r e n t s '  homes. When we were i n  r e n  i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o n .  But we t r y  
Holland w i t h  Mar ianne ' s  p a r e n t s ,  f o r  break-  t o  a c q u a i n t  them w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  b e l i e f s .  
f a s t  we were ' s e r v e d  b r e a d ,  cheese ' ,  j'arn, t e a ,  We t a l k  about  rhem i n  a  de tached ,  a lmos t  
e t c .  L u n c h  w o u l d  b e  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g ,  w i t h  academic way. We do n o t  t e l l  them,what t o .  
soup and may be  smoked meat .  I s t a r t e d  b e l i e v e .  We t e l l  them t h a t  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  
b i t c h i n g  about  two b r e a k f a s t s  a day.  Then have a  god. Tha t  t h e r e  i s  always a  medium 
we went t o  I n d i a  where you have a  h o t  break-  l i k e  Buddha o r  Mohammed-or C h r i s t  -- a  
f a s t  -- a l u  p u r i  ( c r i s p y  f r i e d  pancakes and be ing  who was n o t  a ~ g o d  h imse l f  bu t  i n  be- 
c u r r i e d  p o t a t o e s ) ,  h o t  l u n c h ' a n d  of  c o u r s e  tween man and God. We do n o t  t e l l  them t o  
h o t  d i n n e r s .  And Marianne s t a r t e d  complain- b e l i e v e  i n  any one god. 
i n g  about  t h r e e  d i n n e r s  a  day. , 

I d i d  n o t  have a  r e l i g i o u s  upbr ing ing .  
ASIANADIAN: Noitl on anoAheh s u b j e c t ,  cjouh N e i t h e r  d i d  J e s s i e .  And we do n o t  p rac-  
cIu,Edhen. Ahe YOU doing anyRlung abouA t i c e  any r e l i g i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime.  
pUAhiVl(j O M  yorlh CLlbAuhd blehi.lktccge XU t h ~ m ?  

Jesn ie :  I have  t a k e n  t h e  approach t h a t  when 
J ~ 4 i e :  We r e a l i z e  t h a t  o u r  k i d s  a r e  Cana- I n e e d  r e l i g i o n  I w i l l  g o  t o  i t .  N o t  n e -  
d i a n .  Rut we do want t o  make them reason-  c e s s a r i l y  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  my f o r e f a t h e r s  
a b l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  back- b u t  a n y  r e l i g i o n  t h a t  o f f e r s  me w h a t  I . .  
grounds -- l anguage  and c u l t u r e ,  so  t h a t  n e e d .  
i f  and when they  encounte r  o u r  c u l t u r e s  on 
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On e n t e f i i n g  t h e  fJani, t  t r e n i d e n c e  i n  Ton-  
o n t o ' n  Eant  End, obte f iea .e izen i l ; i tnediateLy 
t h a t  t h i n  i n  no o f i d i n a n y  houdehoL$.  I n -  
tetrpetrbed among t h e  ~ , t e n o n a b i L i a  dfiom t h e  
P k i L i p p i n e n  and P a h i n t a n  ane awutrdn won 
by Nunin1 and J o n e p h i n e  $ 0 4  Long d i n t a n c e  
n u u n i n g ,  b o ~ o L i n g ,  und c l ~ e n n .  W p i a n o  and 
a  gu i ta t r  e v i d e n c e  a  tilotre t h a n  paA.5ing i n -  
t e t r e n t  i n  I ; I U & A C ,  EJanic~ idanin cal:l'e t o  Can- 
ada i n  L975 and i n  p n e n e n t L y  er,~pLoyed an 
an eLec t / io t z i c  e n g i i z e e n .  Jonephi ize  has .  a  
9Lnineon  A c i t ~ t i n i ~ t t r u t i o n  d e g n e e  inotn t h e  
P h i L i p p i n e n  uizd .imtnigtratcd t o  Canada i n  
7 9 6 8 ,  S l t ~  i n  an e x e c u t i v e  n e c n e t a h y  i n  
t h e  Totronto bnanch ojj a  Lunge t ; iuLt i -  

, n a t i o n a L  c o n p o , t a t i o n .  T h e y  ue.ne mafinied 
i n  Augubt L 9 8 0 ,  and n i x t e e n  n o n t h n  Latetr 
a  A O M ,  i l l i c l ~ a e L  JumeeL wan boh.rz. 

ASIANADIAN: 5 nuppone'tlze bebt r.~Lace t o  
n t a t r t  i n  i h e  b e g i n n i n g  ojj youn n e L u t i o n -  
n h i p .  Y h e n  and how d i d  you m e e t ?  

Jonephine: ,we f i r s t  m e t  i n  1977 a t  a  p a r t y  
g i v e n  by a  m u t u a l  ~ a k l s t a ' n i  f r i e n d .  

\\ 

he can't  be 'bi-religious' 

a s  w e  are bi-cultural." 

ASIANADIAN: : J o n e p h i n e ,  you m e n t i o n -  
ed e a k L i e k  t h a t  t w o  o,j g o u t  d i h t e , t n  
had tnaknied izorz- F i L i p i n u n  . T h a t '  
n o u ~ d o  ununuaL.  

J o n e p h i ~ e :  I c a n n o t  r e a l l y  p i n p o i n t  
t h e  r e a s o n  w h y  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  my 
f a m i l y  w o u l d  m a r r y  n o n - F i l i p i n o s .  I 
k n o w  t h a t  m o s t  F i l i p i n o s  w o u l d  
p r e f e r  t o  m a r r y  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  
I s u p p o s e  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e  m e m b e r s  
o f  my f a m i l y  i n  C a n a d a  h a v e  m i n g l e d  
w i t h  p e o p l e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l -  
i t i e s  a n d  I g u e s s  t h i s  e x p o s u r e  h a s  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  i t .  I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  k n o w .  

ASIANADIAN: Hoiv did yo& dtr~endn and dami- 
&a fieact t o  t h e  t r c h ~ i o r ~ i s k i p  an it deveLo- 
ped? 

Jonepkcne: I n t e r r a c i a l  ~ r ~ a r r i a g e s  a r e  n o t  
r a r e  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  T h e r e  a r e  a  
n u m b e r  o f  . m i x e d  m a r r i a g e s  b e t w e e . n  F i l -  
i p i n o s  a n d  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l -  
i t i e s ,  
ASIANADIAN: To g e t  o n t o  a n o t h e n  a u b j e c t ,  
do e i t l z e n  ojj y o u .  h a v e  p&oEter:ta c o n m u ~ z i c -  
a t i n g  w i t h  youtl i n - L a c ~ n  ? 

J o d e p h i n e :  B e f o r e  we  g o t  m a r r i e d  i n  
1 9 8 0 ,  t w o  o f  my s i s t e r s  h a d  a l r e a d y  
m a r r i e d  n o n - F i l i p i n o s - - o n e  m a r r i e d  - 
an  E a s t  I n d i a n  a n d  a n o t h e r  a n  
E c u a d o r i a n - - s d  i t  w a s  n o t  t h a t  u n -  
u s u a l .  H o w e v e r ,  N a s i m  u s e d  t o  g o  t o  
P a k i s t a n  e v e r y  C h r i s t m a s  t o  v i s i t  
h i s  f a m i l y ,  l ly  b r o t h e r s  w e r e  s u s -  
p i c i o u s .  T h e  s a i d  " y o u ' d  b e t t e r  
c h e c k  o n  h i m ,  h e  m u s t  b e  m a r r i e d r ,  

. h e  m u s t  b e  v i s i t i n g  h i s  w i f e  t h e r e . "  
Of cours"e-  I t r u s t e d  h i m  c o m p l e t e l y ,  
b u t  t h e y  w e r e  q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  a n d  
h a p p y  w h e n  h e  a s k e d  m e  t o  m a r r y  
h i m ,  T h e y  s u s p e c t e d  h e  h a d  b e e n  
m a r r i e d  a l l  a l o n g ,  

Nuhn: I had n o t  t o l d  my f a m i l y  o r  f r i e n d s  
a b o u t  J o s e p h i n e ,  s o  when we announced o u r  
engagement t h e y  were  s u r p r i s e d - -  p l e a s a n t l y .  
s u r p r i s e d  -- e s p e c i a l l y  my p a r e n t s  i n  P a k i s -  
t a n  who were  g e t t i n g  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  
"wander ing son". 

ASIANADIAN: h e  mixed m ~ k u g a  common i n  
Pabinakn otr tlzc PILi t ippirz~? Iiz o t h ~  ulohdn, 
o!ou%d a  n d a ~ i o ~ l u y ~  nuch an y o m  be ununuc& 
t h m c ?  

Nanim: I t  would b e  e x t r e m e l y  r a r e  i n  P a k i -  
t a n .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  of i t  happen ing  a r e  
r emote  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  we d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  
same s o r t  o f  c u l t u r a l  mix i n  P a k i s t a n  a s  we 
have  i n  Canada b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  mos t  mar- 
r i a g e s  a r e  a r r a n g e d  Through t h e  f a m i l y  t h e r e  
and f a m i l i e s  would be  u n l i k e l y  t o  b r i n g  
a b o u t  a  r e l a t i o n s h i : -  ' s u c l l  a s  U U ~ S .  
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N a i s i m :  No, n o t  r e a l l y  because  a l l  o u r  
P r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  speak  E n g l i s h  b u t  
sometimes when h e r  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  
g e t  t o g e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  a  t endency  t o  speak  
Tega lu  and o f t e n  when my f a m i l y  o r  f r i e n d s  
v i s i t  we s p e a k  Urdu and on t h e s e  occa-  
s i o n s  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  t d n d s  t o  g e t  l e f t  
o u t  of t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

Joaeplune: I a g r e e ,  b u t  i t  is n o t  a  major  
problem. 

ASIANADIAN: W . i t l z  fiegatrd Ao tlu3 quen-tion 
136 language, how i4 l . i e e  tbd addect y o u  
don, Edichagt? 

Jodepiurze: S i n c e  n e i t h e r  o f  us  speak  t h e  
o t h e r ' s  l anguage  we s p e a k  E n g l i s h  a t  home 
s o  El ichael  w i l l  l e a r n  E n g l i s h  b u t  I would 
a l s o  l i k e  him t o  l e a r n  Tegalu and Urdu 
w h i l e  h e  i s  s t i l l  young. I b e l i e v e  c h i l d -  
r e n  have  a  b e t t e r  a b i l i t y  t o  l e a r n  l a n g u a g e s  
a t  a n  e a r l y  a g e .  

Nais im:  I am n o t  s o  s u r e  t h a t  I want 
l l i c h a e l  t o  l e a r n  Urdu o r  Tega lu .  I am 
a f r a i d  t h a t  i t  may l e a d  t o  c o n f u s i o n  i n  
h i s  mind and h e  may n o t  l e a r n  t o  speak  
E n g l i s h  w e l l .  

b e l i e f s  o f  b o t h  denomina t ions .  I t  i s  a  
shame he  canno t  be  b i - r e l i g i o u s  a s  we a r e  
b i l i n g u a l  and b i c u l t u r a l .  

ASIANADIAN: Do you have any gene~af? com- 
men&-to make wi th  /reope& t o  Ahe q u u -  
-tion 0 6  & d i n g  ckiedren? 

Naaim: I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  
o f  r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n  r e m a i n s  t h e  
f u n d e m e n t a l  o n e  t o  b e  r e s o l v e d .  On 
t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  we w o u l d  l i k e  I l i c h a e l  
t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r o o t s  o f  
h i s  p a r e n t s  b u t  we w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  
h i m  t o  g r o w  up  n o r m a l l y  w i t h i n  h i s  
e n v i o r n m e n t .  We d o  n o t  w a n t  h i m  t o  
b e  t o r n  b e t w e e n  t h r e e  c u l t u r e s .  I d -  
e a l l y ,  we w o u l d  l i k e  h i m  t o  make t h e  
m o s t  o f  h i s  s i t u a t i o n - - t o  t a k e  t h e  
b e s t  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  c u l t u r e s ,  Can- 
a d i a n ,  P a k i s t a n i  a n d  F i l i p i n o ,  h a v e  
t o  o f f e r .  

ASIANADIAN: Do you have any pU/Ltic1LD& i n -  
. s i g h  Ro orj6e.n Ao anoAhefi cou;3Lu con- 
Aemp&cLting a mixed m h a g e ?  

N a ~ i m :  I f  you do meet someone w h i t h  a l l  
of  t h e  r i g h t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  -- t h e  r i g h t  
q u a l i t i e s  -- t h e n  by a l l  means g e t  m a r r i e d .  
Don ' t  l i m i t  y o u r s e l v e s  t o  p e o p l e  of  t h e  

*sIANADIm: W h d  f i f i g i ' J b l ?  Doen Ahe same c u l t u r e .  ~ f  you do marry someone o f  
duct A h d  one od you CCcLthufic av~d Ahe a n o t h e r  c u l t u r e ,  t h e n  you must t r y  t o  c r e a t e  
~ A h ~ f i  Ang.eican pone any pfioblemcr ? a n  environment  w i t h i n  t h e  m a r r i a g e  which 

i s  compat ib le  w i t h  b o t h  c u l t u r e s .  
Naish: Yes, i t  d o e s  c r e a t e  some problems.  
W e  were  m a r r i e d  i n  a  C a t h o l i c  church  and Jonepktne: T h i s  i 6  a  r e a l  c h a l l e n g e  and 
Michae l  was a l s o  b a p t i z e d  t h e r e .  However, t h e r e ' s  g o t  t o  be a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  g i v e  and 
I would l i k e  him t o  be  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  t a k e  -- a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  compromise. 

, Face Ao Face con.tir.zued 

t h e i r  s c r i p t s .  T h e y  know t h e  t a l e n t  
i s  o u t  t h e r e .  T h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  
A s i a n  a c t o r s  a r o u n d .  W e ' v e  g o t  E a s t -  
West P l a y e r s  i n  L . A . ,  t h e  A s i a n  Ame- 
r i c a n  t h e a t e r  g r o u p  i n  New Y o r k .  

Have you s t a f i t e d  uof ik  o n  youfi n e x A  
Ei lm? C U M  you AeLL un aomeAhing 
abouA i t? 

h e  d i d n ' t  c o m m i t .  I t ' s  k i n d  o f  
l i k e  a n o t h e r  v e r s i o n  o f  t h i s  Chan i 4  
Midning t h i n g ,  b u t  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  b e  
a  s t y l i z e d  m o v i e .  T h e  f i l m  s h o w s  
<ow i m a g e  c o n s c i o u s  A m e r i c a  i s . '  
A m e r i c a n s  b u i l d  i m a g e s  o u t  o f  n o t h i n g  
a n d  a s  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e y  c a n  d e s t r o y  
t h e  i m a g e  j u s t  a s  e a s i l y .  
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I t ' s  m a i n l y  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  
New Y o r k ' s  C h i n a t o w n  a n d  i n v o l v e s  
a n  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t  who i s  q u i t e  
y o u n g .  H e ' s  f r o m  V i e t n a m  b u t  o f  
C h i n e s e  d e s c e n t .  I g u e s s  y o u  c o u l d  
s a y  i t ' s  a b o u t  t h e  m a k i n g  a n d  
b r e a k i n g  o f  a n  i m m i g r a n t .  He i s  
u s e d  b y  p e o p l e  a n d  t u r n e d  i n t o  a  
v e r y  f a m o u s  f a s h i o n  m o d e l ,  t h e n  w h e n  
t h i s  i m m i g r a n t  b e g i n s  t o  m a k e  h i s  
own d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  w h a t  h e  r e a l l y  
w a n t s  t o  d o ,  t h e y  s e t  o u t  t o  d e s -  
t r o y  h i m .  He i s  f r a m e d  f o r  a  m u r d e r  

- 
\ 
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racial harassment: 
individual reflections 

a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f f i c e  h a d  b e e n  r u d e  
a n d  i n s u l t i n g .  I w a s  s t a n d i n g  o n  the 
s i d e w a l k  s t i l l  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  t h a t  
e n c o u n t e r  when  o u t  o f  t h e  b l u e  I 
f e l t  s o m e t h i n g  h i t  me h a r d  o n  t h e  
c h e s t .  Wf/A!A! F o r  a  moment  I w a s n ' t  
s u r e  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  T h e n  I s a w  
h i m :  a n  o l d  man i n  a  r u m p l e d  s u i t .  
I h e a r d  h i m  m u t t e r  s o m e t h i n g  l o u d -  
l y  a b o u t  i m m i g r a n t s ,  a s  h e  s t o m p e d  

* p a s t  me. I c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t .  
T h i s  o l d  man h a d  p u n c h e d  me! 

editorial committee 

I l o o k e d  a r o u n d - - s  t u n n e d .  P e o p i e ,  
w e r e  ~ l a r i n z  - - a t  me;  n o t  a t  t h e  o l d  

\ 

man,  
i n  g  
t u r n  
o u t  

- - 
b u t  a t  me! 

s e n s a t i o n  r i  

h i s  l i f e  d i f f i c u l t .  B u t  i t  d i d  n o t  
c o n s o l e  me. I s t i l l  f e l t  c r i p p l e d .  

1 I couldn't believe i t ,  this old why me? What  h a d  I d o n e ?  

w i n  had punched me! - I f e l t  e v e n  w o r s e  w h e n  I r e c a l l e d  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  S c h o o l  B o a r d  o f f i c e s .  
I h a d  j u s t  come o u t  o f  a  m e t t i n g  w i t h  
B o a r d  o f f i c i a l s  w h e n  I h e a r d  a  w o m a n ' s  

I t  h a p p e n e d  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n ,  v o i c e  d e m a n d ,  "What  a r e  y o u  d o i n g  h e r e ? "  
w i t h o u t  w a r n i n g .  P e r h a p s  i t  w a s  my l o n g  h a i r .  O r  m a y b e  i t  

w a s  my b r o w n  f a c e .  I ' l l  n e v e r  know.  I 
I h a s  j u s t  s t o r m e d  o u t  o f  t h e  r e t o r t e d  " I ' m  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  o n e  a n d  

h o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  o f f i c e s  i n  down- o n l y  b l a c k  t r u s t e e ,  w h e r e  i s  h e ? "  T h a t  
t o w n  T o r o n t o ,  a n d  j o a n e d  t h e  r u s h -  s i l e n c e d  h e r ,  S h e  l e f t  i n  a  h u f f ,  a n d  I ,  
h o u r  s t r e a m  o f  p e d e s t r i a n s  o n  t h e i r  s t i l l  s e e t h i n g ,  l e f t  f o r  my r e n d e z v o u s  
way home.  I w a s  i n c e n s e d .  A  woman w i t h  t h e  o l d  man . .. 

T h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c i a l  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s s u e  i n  C a n a d a  h a s  
b e e n  d o n d u c t e d  i n  a n  a c a d e m i c - -  
a l m o s t  c l i n i c a l l y  d e t  a c h e d - - m a n n e  r ,  
T h i s  a p p r o a c h  o v e r l o o k s  t h e  d e e p  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p a c t  o f  r a c i s t  e n -  
c o u n t e r s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n  t h i s  
a r t i c l e  t h e  A i i a n a d i a n  p r e s e n t s  
f i r s i  p e r s o n  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h r e e  
A s i a n s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r  
r e a c t i o n s  t o  i n c i d e n t s  o f  r a c i a l  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  -- 

e d  t o  s h a m e .  

t o  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  
s y m p a t h y .  Of c o u r s e ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  
f u t i l e .  A l l  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  h a d  d i s -  
a p p e a r e d  a n d  t h e  o l d  man w a s  s l o w l y  
m e l t i n g  i n t o  t h e  c r o w d .  I s w o r e  i n  
h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  i t  w a s  a  s e n s e -  
l e s s  g e s t u r e  t h a t  m e r e l y  u n d e r l i n e d  
my h e l p l e s s n e s s .  

As I r e g a i n e d  my c o m p o s u r e ,  I 
t h o u g h t :  m a y b e  t h e  o l d  man h a d  h a d  a 
b a d  d a y .  P e r h a p s  s o m e o n e  w a s  m a k i n g  

I f e l t  a n  a n g r y  b u r n -  . E x p e r i e n c e s  l i k e  t h e s e  h a v e  
s i n g  i n s i d e  me. S h o c k  c o n v i n c e d  me o f  o n e  t h i n g :  I l i v e  

I w a n t e d  t o  s h o u t  among r a c i s t s  e v e r y  d a y .  A G u y a n e s k  
t o  t h o s e  a r o u n d  m e .  T o  c o n v i n c e  f r i e n d  t e l l s  me t h a t  w h i t e  k i d s  d o n ' t  

t h e m  t h a t  I w a s  t h e  o n e  who h a d  b e e n  p i c k  f i g h t s  w i t h  W e s t  I n d i h n s  b e -  
w r o n g e d - - t o  t u r n  t h e i r  h ~ s t i l i t y  i n -  c a ~ s e  t h e r e  i s  a m y t h  a b o u t  t h e m  

T h e  A ~ i a n a d i a n  



c a r : y i n g  k n i v e s  a n d  c h a i n s .  An I c -  
a l i a n  f r i e n d  t e l l s  p e o p l e  he, i ,s  w i t h  
t h e  l i a f i a .  A n d . w h e n  t h e y  c a l l  h i m  
! ' d O P V ' ,  h e  p u s h e d  h i s . i i s t  i n  t h e i r  
f a c e s  a n d  s a y s  "WOP" i s  "PCW" s p e l -  
l e d  b a c k w a r d s .  T h e y  d o n ' t  b o t h e r  
h i m  v e r y  o f t e n .  Ne " p a k i s " ,  on t h e  , 

o t h e r  h a n d ,  h a v e  n e i t h e r  t h e  m y t h -  
o l o g y  o f  k n i v e s  a n d  c h a i n s  n o r  t h e  
i I a f i a  t o  p r o t e c t  u s .  !Ale a r e  a l u a y s  
" o p e n  s e a s o n " .  What  c a n  p e o p l e  l i k e  
u s  d o  t o  d e f e n d  o u r s e l v e s ?  I d o n ' t  r e l y  
on a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  m a r t i a l  a r ' t s  
o r  w e a p o n s ,  b u t  o n  my h e i g h t e n e d  
s e n s e  o f  p l a c e .  I know w h e r e  a n 6  
how t o  s i t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  I a v o i d  
s e a t s  n e a r  t h e - e c r r a n c e s  o f  s u b w a y ,  
c a r s .  T h a t  way p e o p l e  c a n ' t  t a k e  a  
s w i p e  a t  me a s  t h e y  l e a v e .  I a l s o  
s i t  i n  p l a c e s  w h e r e  I a l w a y s  h a v e  a  ' 
b e t t e r  v i e w  o f  o t h e r s  t h a n  t h e y  h a v e  
o f  me. 

T h i s  r e a c t i o n  may s e e m  p a r a n o i d ,  
b u t  we h a v e  t o  k e e p  o u r  e y e s  o p e n  a n d  

o u r  g u a r d s  u p  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  We m u s t  
a l s o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  

b u s  s t o p  i n  m i d - a f t e r n o o n ,  a  v o i c e  
s c r e a m e d  o u t ,  "Hey y o u  P a k i !  E v e r y -  
b o d y  h a t e s  a  P a k i ! "  l!y e y e s  w e r e  
g l u e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  me a n d  I , k e p t  
w a l k i n g ,  d r a g g i n g  o n e  f o o t  i n  
f r o n t  q f  t h e  o t h e r .  I t  w a s  a s  
t h o u g h  a  h u n d r e d  e y e s  w e r e  t u r n -  
e d  u p o n  me. I c o u l d  f e e l  t h e m  
p i e r c i n g  me f r o m  b e h S n d .  From 
t h e  c o r n e r  o f  my e y e  I c o u l d  
s e e  t w o  y o u n g  b o y s  i n  t h e  d i s -  
t a n c e .  One o f  t h e m  w a s  b l a c k ,  
Was h e  t h e  o n e  who h a d  s h o u t e d ?  
I w a s  b e w i l d e r e d .  Why s h o u l d  
h e  b e  h u r l i n g  i n s u l t s  a t  me? 
Was i t  t h a t  b l a c k s  h a d  a r r i v e d  
a n d  we A s i a n s  h a d  n o t ?  Why w a s  
t h i s  l i t t l e  b o y  s o  f u l l  o f  
h a t e  f o r  me? He w a s  j u s t  a  
c h i l d ,  he . p r o b a b l y  a t t en-ded  
t h e  s a m e  s c h o o l  a s  my c h i l d -  
r e n .  And y e t  h e  d a r e d  t o  
a s s a u l t  me s o  l o u d l y  i n  f r o n t  

h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d  t o  p r o t e c t  u s  a n d  
d e l i v e r  j u s t i c e ,  d o n ' t  a l w a y s  d o  s o .  

T h i s  i s  n o t  v e r y  o p t i m i s t i c ,  
' I know.  B u t  t h a t  i s  how I f e e l  t o d a y .  

P e r h a p s  I ' l l  f e e l  d i f f e r e n t . 1 ~  t o m o r -  
row.  I c e r t a i n l y  h o p e  s o .  

- .  . . one of them lunged 

I forward and spat at me. 

I w a s  r i d i n g  u p  t h e  e l e v a t o r  
f r o m  t h e  a p a r t p e n t ' s  l a u n d r y  room 

o f  e v e r y o n e ,  I t  f e l t  a s  t h o u g h  
h i s  a c t i o n  w a s  s a n c t i o n e d  b y  
p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t .  

w i t h  a  b a s k e t  o f  c l o t h e s  i n  my a r m s  
when  I w a s  c o n f r o n t e d  b y  t h r e e  b o y s .  
None  o f  t h e m  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r  
t w e l v e .  T h e y  b e g a n  t a u n t i n g  me a n d  
c a l l i n g  me n a m e s .  I i m m e d i a t e l y  r e -  
p r i m a n d e d  t h e m  a n d  a s k e d  t h e m  t o  
m i n d  t h e i r  m a n n e r s ,  b u t  t h e y  c o n -  
t i n u e d  u n a b a s h e d .  I g o t  o f f  o n  my 
f l o o r .  As t h e  e l e v a t o r  d o o r s  w e r e  
a b o u t  t o  c l o s e ,  o n e  o f  t h e m  l u n g e d  
f o r w a r d  a n d  s p a t  o n  me. A  s p l i t -  
s e c o n d  l a t e r  I s t o o d  t h e r e  a l o n e  
i n  t h e  c o r r i d o r ,  h e l p l e s s ,  my 
h a n d s  f u l l ,  t h e  e l e v a t o r  g o n e ,  
, f i l l e d  w i t h  i m p o t e n t  r a g e  a n d  s h a m e  
a s  t e a r s  b e g a n  t o  s m a r t  my e y e s .  

I A  f e w  d a y s  l a t e ? ,  a s  I w a s  
w a l k i n g  down t h e  s t r e e t  t o  t h e  

!Jy r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  i n -  
c i d z n t s  w e r e  o f  s h o c k ,  i m p o t e n t  
a n g e r ,  b e w i l d e r m e n t  a n d  s h a m e .  
I w a s  d e e p l y  h u r t .  N o t h i n g  l i k e  
t h i s  h a d  e v e r  h a p p e n e d  t o  me. I 
w a s  n o t  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e m  a n d  
d i d  n o t  know how t o  r e t a l i a t e .  
I t r i e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  h a d  
h a p p e n e d .  t h r o u g h  my r e a d i n g s  o f  
C a n a d i a n  h i s t o r y .  I f o u n d  t h a t  
e a c h  n e w  g r o u p  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  h a d  
b e e n  t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  way b y  
t h e  d o m i n a n t  s o c i e t y .  T h e  J a p a n -  
e s e ,  C h i n e s e ,  J e w s  a n d  P o l e s  h a d  
a l l  b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  t o  a t r o c i o u s  
t r e a t m e n t .  I t o l d  m y s e l f  t h a t ,  
p e o p l e  o f  E a s t  I n d i a n  o r i g i , n  
w e r e  j u s t  a n o t h e r  n e w  i m m i g r a n t  

- - - 

VuL. 4 N u .  3 



g r o u p .  We w e r e  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  
o f  t h e  l a d d e r  now.  

I n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h e  r a t i o n -  
a l i s i n g ,  I f e l t  e x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r -  
a b l e  a n d  b e g a n  t o  l i v e  a  l i f e  o f  
f e a r .  I w a s  a f r a i d  t o  g o  down t o  
t h e  l a u n d r y  a l o n e .  B e f o r e  I e n t e r e d  
t h e  e l e v a t o r  I w o u l d  c h e c k  t o  s e e  
who w a s  i n  i t .  I f  I s a w  a  g r o u p  
o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w a l k i n g  t o w a r d s  me 
on t h e  s t r e e t ,  I w o u l d  h a s t i l y  
c r o s s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  I l e a r n e d  
t h a t  t h e  o n l y  Cqay t o  s u r v i v e  w a s  
t o  b e  o n  g u a r d  a t  a l l  t i m e s  a n d  
t o  b e  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  e v e r y o n e .  

a When I l o o k  b a c k  n o w ,  I r e a l i z e  
j u s t  how i s o l a t e d  a n d  a l i e n a t e d  
f r o m  t h e  w o r l d  I h a d  f e l t .  I h a d  
r e a c h e d  a  t h r e s h o l d  i n  my l i f e  
h e r e  i n  C a n a d a .  We h a d  j u s t  moved  
t o  T o r o n t o ;  I h a d  n o  f r i e n d s ,  n o  
j o b ,  a n d  a  new b a b y  w h i c h  k e p t  
me a t  home a l l  d a y .  I h a d  s p e n t  
t h e  f i r s t  e i g h t  y e a r s  i n  C a n a d a  
a c q u i r i n g  c r d e d n t i a l s .  A l t h o u g h  
f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n -  
a l  i n  my own c o u n t r y ,  I h a d  b e e n  
u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  a  j o b  h e r e  b e -  
c a u s e  I l a c k e d  C a n a d i a n  e x -  
p e r i e n c e .  F o r  t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  
p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s ,  I w e n t  b a c k  - 
t o  u n i v e r s i t y .  One o f  my r e a l  
f e a r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  " W i l l  
I f i n a l l y  g e t  a j o b  a f t e r  t h i s  
l o n g  a n d  a r d u o u s  p r e p a r a t i o n ?  
W i l l  a n y b o d y  h i r e  me? 

M o n t h s  l a t e r ,  when  I d i d  s t a r t  
t o  w o r k  a n d  b e g a n  t o  f e e l  a c c e p t e d  
i n  my new p r o f e s s i o n ,  I u s e d  t h e  
s a m e  e l e v a t o r s ,  l i v e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  
b u i l d i n g  a n d  d i d  much t h e  s a m e  
t h i n g s ,  b u t  w a s  t o o  b u s y  t o  w o r -  
r y  a b o u t  a  g r e a t  many t h i n g s  t h a t  
h a d  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  h o u n d e d  me d a y  
a n d  n i g h t .  I d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  b e -  
l i t t l e  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  my f e e l i n g s  
o v e r  t h e  r a c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  I h a d  
b e e n  t h r o u g h .  B e c a u s e  I w a s  s o  v u l -  
n e r a b l e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  i n c i d -  
e n t s  c u t  d e e p ,  B u t  o v e r  t i m e ,  t h e i r  
i m p a c t  o n  me d i d  s e e m  t o  l e s s e n  
o n c e  I s e t t l e  down a n d  s t a r t e d  t o  
g e t  a h e a d  i n  my c a r e e r .  

I s  t h e r e  a n y  u n i v e r s a l  i n s i g h t  
t o  b e  g l e a n e d  f r o m  t h e s e  h i g h l y  p e r -  
s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  ? Many o f  t h o s e  
i m m i g r a n t s  who came t o  C a n a d a  f r o m  
A s i a  h a v e  h a d  s i m i l a r  e n c o u n t e r s  
when t h e y  f i r s t  s e t t l e d  h e r e .  T h e y  

I Li The Aniavtrcdiab~ . 

g o  t h r o u g h  a  p a i n f u l  p r o c e s s  o f  r e -  
d e f i n i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  n e w  w o r l d  a r o u n d  
t h e m .  T h e y  b e g i n  t o  s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  o t h e r s ,  a s  o u t -  
s i d e r s ,  i n  a  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  s o m e t i m e s  
m a k e s  t h e m  f e e l  u n w a n t e d .  

T h i s  s e l f - c o n s c i o b s  l e a r n i n g  
p r o c e s s  i n  a  new l a n d  i s  d i f f e r e n t  
f r o m  t h e  n a t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e i r  
b i r t h .  C h i l d r e n  l e a r n  e x p e r i m e n t -  
a l l y  f r o m  t h e i r  e n v i o r n m e n t  w i t h -  
o u t  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  t a s i c  m o r e s  
o f  t h e i r  s o c i e t y .  C a n a d i a n  i m m i  
g r a n t s ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  h a v e  
t o  g o  t h r o u g h  a  d e l i b e r a t e  l e a r n -  
i n g  p r c c e s s  a s  a d u l t s .  T h i s  r e -  
e d u c a t i o n  i s  d i s o r i e n t i n g .  T h e  
l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  s e e m s  t o  t a k e  
t h i s  s t r u g g l e  t o  s u r v i v e  f o r  
g r a n t e d .  

I m m i g r a n t s  c a n  u n d e r - '  
s t a n d  t h e  t r a u m a  o f  a c c u l t -  
u r a t i n g .  I t  i s  up  t o  u s  t o  
s h a r e  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  
l e d  s u p p o r t  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r .  

name w i t h e e d  

3 I often felt rejected and 

racially discriminated against 

- tly f i r s t  f e w  y e a r s  i n  C a n a d a  a s  
a  l a n d e d  i m m i g r a n t  f r o m  Hong Kong 
w e r e  d i f f i c u l t  o n e s .  S t i l l  i n  a  s t a t e  
o f  c u l t u r e  s h o c k ,  I f e l t  s e l f -  
c o n s c i o u s  a n d  i n s e c u r e .  I o f t e n  f e l t  
r e j e c t e d  a n d  h a r b o u r e d  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  
b e i n g  r a c i a l l y  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t .  

I n  r e a d i n g ,  C a n a d i a n  h i s t o r y ,  I 
h a d  l e a r n e d ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a b o u t  
t h e  h e a d  t a x ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  E x c l u s i o n  
A c t ,  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r e j u d i c e s  p r e -  
v a l e n t  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  T h i s ,  c o u p l e d  
w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  w e s t e r n  i m p e r i a l -  
i s m  i n  A s i a ,  made me f e a r f u l - - i f  t h e  
p a s t  w a s  l i k e  t h i s ,  c o u l d  t h e  f u t u r e  
b e  much b e t t e r ?  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  I a r r i v e d  i n  T o r o n t o ,  
m a n y . ' p e o p l e  r e m i n d e d  m e  t h a t  t h e  f a c e  
o f  t h e  c i t y  h a d  c h a n g e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
w i t h i n  t h e  s p a n  o f  o n e  g e n e r a t i o n - -  
f r o m  b e i n g  a  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  WASP com- 
m u n i t y  o f  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  t o  a  m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  
s o c i e t y  t o d a y .  H o w e v e r ,  I w a s  s t i l l  



s k e p t i c a l .  P e o p l e  d o n ' t  c h a n g e  t h a t  
q u i c x l y .  T o d a y ' s  a d u l t  C a n a d i a n  b o r n  
p o p u l a t i o n  d i d  n o t  g r o w  up  w i t h  A s i a n s  

' i n  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r h o o d s .  S i n c e  p e o p l e  
a r e  a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e i r  p a s t ,  I f e l t  
t h a t  - t h e y  ' c o u l d n ' t  f u l l y  a c c e p t  u s .  

On s p e a k i n g  w i t h  s y m p a t h e t i c  w h i t e  
C a n a d i a n s  a b o u t  my f e e l i n g s  a n d  s u s p i c -  
i o n s ,  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  t h e y  a s k e d  w a s ,  
" D i s c r i m i n a t i o n ?  I n  w h a t  x a y ?  A f e l l o w  
C h i n e s e  i m m i g r a n t ,  I s u s p e c t ,  w o u l d  
h a v e  h a d  l e s s  o f  a  p r o b l e m  i n  u n d e r -  
s t a n d i n g  my c o n c e r n .  

L a t e r ,  1 d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  many o f  
t h e  u n h a p p y  e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  C a n a d i a n s  
w h i c h  I h a d  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  r a c i s m  r e -  
s u l t e d  m o r e  f r o m  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p e r -  
s o n a l i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  my C h i n e s e  a n c e s t -  
t r y .  I m y s e l f  h a d  a s s u m e d  t h a t  r a c e  w a s  
a n  i n e s c a p a b l e  o b s t a c l e .  I f o u n d  t h a t  
i n  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  C a n a d i a n s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  : ~ ; o s e  who  k n o w  a n d  t r u s t  
m e ,  I h a d  a t t a c h e d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n c e  
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I w a s  C h i n e s e  t h a n  t h e y  
h a d .  

T h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  h a s  l e d  m e  t o  b e -  
l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  we h o l d  c a n  
o f t e n  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  s e l f - f u l f i l l i n g  

p r o p h e s i e s .  R e c e n t  i m m i g r a n t s  t o  C a n a d a  
e x p l o i t  p e o p l e  o r  y o u  c a n  p i c k  t h e  r o l e  
o f  a  v i c t i m  t o  p l a y  r e v e r s e - d i s c r i m i n a -  
t i o n .  Of c o u r s e ,  I f  y o u  a r e  a  r e a l  w i n -  
n e r  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  p l a y  g a m e s  b e c a u s e  
y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  b a d  f e e l i n g s  t o  u n l o a d .  
You w 3 l l  b e  a b l e  t o  d e a l  w i s h  a n o t h e r  

- h u m a n  b e i n g  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  d i g n i t y .  

P e o p l e  who  h a v e  s e l f - c o n t r o l  a n d  
a r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e m s e l v e s  a y e  t h e  
m o s t  p o w e r t u l .  I f  we c a n  d e v i n e  who we 
a r e ,  a n d  o u r  s e l f - w o r t h  d o e s  n o t  g o  up 
o r  down d e p e n d i n g  o n  w h a t  o t h e r s  s a y  o r  
d o  t o  u s ,  t h e n  i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  r a c i s t  o r  n o t ,  t o  up-  

HOW TO DEAL WITH A RACIAL INCIDENT 

T h e  above  t h t i e c  p i e c e n  cxutninc  
i n d i v i d u a l ?  t icApol~4cA Xu 4 u c i a L  
d i ~ c t i i r n , i n a t i o n .  UhaX BoLPoicn .in 
a  g u i d e ,  buried on a purnpliLeX p40-  
duccd  Lhe Pa4br!nLc Curnmunitq 
L.egal? S Q ~ V ~ C Q A  ( P L C S  I o  6' Totionto, 
t o  hcl?p pcopPc d c a e  i u . i t / i  tiac,La& 
a b u n c .  (Iu4 Xlianlzn Xu . t h e  PCLS 
goti aLLoiuing un -to unc t l z e i t i  
mat c  ti.L,uL. 

T h e  O n t a r i o  Human R i g h t s  Code  
p r o h i b i t s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i f s t  
a n y  p e r s o n  b e c a u s e  o f  r a c e ,  c r e e d ,  
c o l o u r ,  s e x ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  n a t i o n -  
a l i t y ,  a n c e s t r y  o r  p l a c e  o f  o r i g i n ,  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a c c o m o d a t i o n  , s e r v i c e s ,  

s e t  u s .  I n  a  w a y ,  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  d i s -  
c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  h i g h l y  s u b j e c t i v e  a n d  
o f t e n  o c c u r s  n o n - v e r b a l l y .  W h a t  o n e  p e r -  
s o n  f i n d s  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y ,  a n o t h e r  may 
n o t .  S o ,  i f  y o u  c a n  h a n d l e  i t ,  i t  r e a l l y  
d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  r a c i s m  
e x i s t s  o r  n o t .  

:ly p h i l o s o p h y  i s ,  i f  I c a n  d e a l  w i t h  
m y s e l f ,  I c a n  p r o b a b l y  d e a l  w i t h  y o u .  I f  

. I c a n  d e a l ,  w i t h  m y s e l f ,  my c o m f o r t  w i l l  
p u t  o t h e r s  a t  e a s e .  I f  we a r e  n o t  o f f e r i n g  
p a s s i v e  b e h a v i o u r ,  o t h e r s  a r e  m o r e  i n c l i n -  
e d  t o  m e e t  u s  h a l f - w a y .  L a t e l y ,  I h a v e  
c h a n g e d  my p e r c e p t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  
p e o p l e .  T h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who  I f o r m e r l y  
r e g a r d e d  a s  d i f f i c u l t  o r  h a v e  s u s p e c t e d  
o f  b e i n g  r a c i s t ,  n o w . 1  s e e  t h e m  e i . h a r m -  
l e s s ,  c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

My a t t i t u d e s  a n d  w a y s  o f  c o p i n g  
w i t h  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  p e r c e i v e d  r e -  
j e c t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  m e  t h u s  
f a r ,  b u t  t h e y  may n o t  b e  a  p a n a c e a  f o r  
e v e r y b o d y .  W h a t ' s  r e q u i r e d  i s  a  h e a l t h y  
s e l f - i m a g e  f o r  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  i n  a  
m u l t  i c u l t u r  a 1  e n v i o r n m e n t  . 

w 

f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t ,  e t c .  T h e  

C o d e  f o r b i d s  h a r a s s m e n t  b e c a u s e  
o f  a n y  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t e d  g r o u n d s  
a n d  d e f i n e s  h a r a s s m e n t  a s  " a  
c o u r s e  o f  v e x a t i o u s  c o m m e n t s  o r  
c o n d u c t  t h a t  i s  k n o w n  t o  b e  un-  
w e l c o m e . "  T h e  O n t a r i o  Human R i g h t s  
C o m m i s s i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  C o d e  a n d  d e a l -  
i n g  w i t h  c o m p l a i n t s  u n d e r  i t .  T h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  o r d e r  
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  C o d e ,  r e c t -  
i f i c a t i o n  o f  a n y  i n j u r y  c a u s e d  b y  
a  b r e a c h  o f  t h e  Code  o r  d i r e c t  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  b e  p a i d  t o  t h e  
w r o n g e d  p a r t y .  

I f  y o u  f e e l  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  



v i c t i m  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o r  h a r a s s -  
m e n t ,  y o u  may f i l e  a  c o m p l a i n t  w i t h  
t h e  O.H.R.C. You m u s t  a t t e y i d  a t  
t h e i r  o f f i c e s  i n  p e r s o n .  Be s p e c i f -  
i c  a n d  g i v e  t h e m  t h e  d e t a i l s  a s  
c l e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  

A f t e r  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  
c q m p l e t e d  a  B o a r d  o f  E n q u i r y  may b e  
c o n v e n e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  m a t t e r ;  y o u  
w i l l  b e  i n f o r m e d  a s  t o  w h e r e  t h e  h e a r -  
i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d .  

i 

Violent Incidents 

I f  y o u  a r e  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  a  
p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t  y o u  d i d  n o t  p r o -  
v o k e ,  y o u  a r e  j u s t i f i e d  i n  d e f e n d - -  
i n g  y o u r s e l f  a g a i n s t  s u c h  a s s a u l t .  
T h e  C r i m i n a l  Code  o u t l i n e s  t h i s  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  a s  f o l l o w s :  

3 7 (  1 )  E v e h g a n e  i h  j u h t i d i -  
ed  i n  u h i n g  d a h c e  t o  d e d e n d  
h in iheQd a h - a h g o n e  u n d e h  h i 4  
p h o t e c t i o n  dham ahh u u Q t , .  i d  
he uheh  n o  mahe d o h c e  . than . 
i h  n e c e h h a h g  t o  p t r e v e n t  t h e  
a d a a u l t  a h  t h e  h e p e L i t i a n  
0 4 '  i t .  

DO NOT a r m  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  a  g u n  
o r  k n i f e  f o r  y o u r  own p r o t e c t i o n ;  
t h e r e  i s  a  s t i f f  p e n a l i t y  f o r  c o n -  
c e a l e d  o r  p r o h i b i t e d  w e a p o n s .  T h e  
b e s t  s o l . u t i o n  o f  a l l  i s  s i m p l y  t o  
e s c a p e  f r o m  y o u r  a t t a c k e r .  

points  To Remember 

T a k e  a  g o o d  l o o k  a t  t h e  a s -  
s a i l a n t ,  N o t e  t h e  c l o t h e s  h e i s h e  
i s  w e a r i n g ,  a g e , ,  w e i g h t ,  h e i g h t ,  
a c c e n t ,  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  m a r k s ,  e t c .  
I f  t h e  a s s a i l a n t  h a d  a  c a r ,  n o t e  
t h e  l i c e n s e  n u m b e r .  

Dealing with Poi ice  

I f  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  v i c t i m  
o f  a n  a t t a c k  o r  w e r e  w i t n e s s  t o  
s u c h  a n  i n c i d e n t ,  c a l l  t h e  p o l i c e  
i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  r e q u e s t  a  p a t r o l  
c a r .  When t h e  p o l i c e  a r r i v e  t o  i n -  
v e s t i g a t e ,  a n s w e r  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s .  
S t a y  c a l m  a n d  b e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  co-  
o p e r a t i v e .  D O  n o t  s a y  m o r e  t h a n  i s  
n e c e s s a r y .  T r y  t o  h a v e  a  w i t n e s s  
w i t h  y o u  w h e n  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p o l -  
i c e .  A l w a y s  a s k  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e i r  b a d g e  n u m b e r s .  
I f  t h e  p o l i c e  t a k e  a  w r i t t e n  s t a t e -  
i.!ent f r o m ,  y o u  w i l l  b e  a s k e d  t o  
s i g n  i t .  You may b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  g o  
t o  a  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  t o  l o o k  a t  
" m u g - s h o t s "  ( p h o t o g r a p h s )  i n  a n  

a t t e m p t  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  o f f e n d e r ,  
You may a l s o  b e  c a l l e d  t o  a t t e n r l i  
a  p o l i c e  l i n e - u p  i n  o r d e r  t o  i d e n t -  
i f y  t h e  a c c u s e d .  T r y  t o  t a k e  a 
f r i e n d  a l o n g  w i t h  y o u  t c  t h e s e  
p l a c e s .  I f  t h e  p c ; l i c e  l a y  c h a r g e s ,  
w a i t  t o  b e  summoned  t o  c o u r t .  

How to  L a y  Charges 

I f  t h e  p o l i c e  d o  n o t  l a y  
c h a r g e s ,  t h e  o n u s  i s  on y o u  t o  
a c t .  Go t o  t h e  O l d  C i t y  ~ a l l ' a n d  
s w e a r  o u t  a  w a r r a n t  b e f o r e  t h e  
J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  P e a c e .  I l a k e  s u r e  
y o u  h a v e  a l l  y o u r  f a c t s  c l e a r .  I f  
y o u  d o  n o t  know t h e  n a m e  o f  y o u r  
a s s a i l a n t ,  s w e a r  o u t  a  J o h n  Doe 
W a r r a n t  ( f o r  a n  u n k n o w n  p e r s o n ) .  
T h e  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  P e a c e  w i l l  
a s k  f0.r  a  p o l i , c e  r e p o r t  t o  b e  
made o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Appearing in Court  

When y o u  a r e  c o n t a c t e d  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  a p p e a r i n g  i n  c o u r t ,  b e .  
s u r e  t o  a s k  f o r  a n  i n t e r p r e t e r  i f  
y o u  h a v e  a n y  d i f  f i c u : - t y  e x p r e s s i n g  
y o u r s e l f  i n  E n g l i s h .  T h e  c o u r t s  - 
a r e  b o u n d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  s e r v i c e .  
T h e  c a s e  w i l l  m o s t  l i k e l y  b e  
h e a r d  i n  P r o v i n c i a l  C o u r t .  T h e  
c r o w n  A t t o r n e y  mag r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  a g g r i e v e d  p a r t y ,  T h e r e  i s  
n o  n e e d  f o r  y o u  t o  b r i n g  a  l a w -  
y e r  t o  c o u r t  i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e .  
H o w & v e r ,  y o u  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  a  
l a w y e r  a n d  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  p r o s -  
e c u t e  t h e  c a s e  y o u r s e l f .  You 
s h o u l d  c a l l  t h e  c o u r t  o f f i c e  f o  
f i n d  o u t  i f  y o u  n e e d  t o  b r i n g  
y o u r  own l a w y e r .  I f  y o u  f e e l  
t h e r e  i s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a  c i v i l  s u i t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  w r o n g - d o e r ,  y o u  s h o u l d  
a l s o  c o - n t a c t  a  l a w y e r .  

Complaining Against  P o l i c e '  

I f  y o u  a r e  d i s s a t i f i s e d  w i t h  
t h e  c o n d u c t  o r  a t t i t u d e  o f  a n y  
p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  i n v o l v e d  i n  y o u r  
c a s e ,  y o u  s h o u l d  make  a  c o m p l a i n t  - 
a s  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a s  p o s -  
s i b l e .  R e g i s t e r  y o u r  c o m p l a i n t  i n  ., 
p e r s o n  a t  t h e  P u b l i c  C o m p l a i n t  Eom- 
m i s s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e  o r  w i t h  t h e  ' D u t y  
S t a f f  S e r g e a n t  a t  a n y  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n .  
Be s u r e  t o  o b t a i n  a  w r i t t e n  a c k n o w -  
l e d g e m e n t  o f  y o u r  c o m p l a i n t .  A l t e r n -  
a t i v e l y ,  y o u  may s e n d  a  l e t t e r  o f  
c o m p l a i n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e .  

T h e  A h ~ a n a d i a n  1 1  
, 



On O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  F e d e r a l  I ' f u l t i c u l t u r a l -  
i s m  l l i n i s t e r  J a m e s  F l e m i n g ,  r e l e a s e d  
a  s e t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  
t h e  d e p i c t i o n  o f  v i s i b l e  a n d  e t h n i c  
m i n o r i t i e s  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  a d v e r t i s i n g  
a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  T h e y  c a l l  f o r  a  
m o r e  b a l a n c e d  p i c t u r e  o f  C a n a d i a n s  o f  
a l l  r a c e s  i n  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  p o s t e r s ,  
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  f i l m s ,  t e x t b o o k s  a n d  
r e c r u i t m e n t  m a t e r i a l .  

I n  a  s p e e c h ,  t h e  i l i n i s t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  i m a g e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  
t h e  m e d i a  r e m a i n s  s e r i o u s l y  ' o u t  o f  
w h a c k '  w i t h  r e a l i t y .  

T h e  A b i a n a d i a n  h e a r t i l y  a g r e e s  w i t h  
t h e  e x p r e s s e d  s e n t i m e n t s  a n d  p r e s e n t s  
T h e  3 u b i o u b  A iuakd j o i n t l y  t o  t h e  F e d -  
e r a l  a n d  O n t a r i o  g o v e r n m e n t s  f o r  t h e i r  
p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  ' r e a l i t y ' .  

L O O K  MA, N O  A S I A N S !  . 

At last! Enfin, ' ; 
Our own Constitutidn notre Constitution! 
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Thhuugh t h e  Louh-GLanb 
"T rlorl't ! i ~ ~ o \ i .  ~11:l.t !-011 r;:c~:ui igl(;ry.' " Alicv. 

mid. 
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" r  . Illt: c111cstio11 is," s;~itl  Alice, "v~l~ct l~c~r  yo11 cccll 

111nke vvords nlc:LII so 11l:lny tlifft:rent tlrings." 
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is to Ilr ~tt:tstc>r - i I~ :~t ' s  : ~ l l . "  

Lccuin CahhuLL 

2 u e h t i ~ f l :  W h a t  d o  t h e  w o r d s  " P a k i " ,  
" c h i n k "  a n d  "Gook"  h a v e  i n  common?  

Annwen: T h e s e  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  t e r m s  
u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o r  d e s -  
c e n d a n t s  f r o m  n a t i v e s  o f  A s i a  a n d .  
m o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  
o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  a r e  n o t  f o u n d  t o  
b e  r a c i a l l y  o f f e n s i v e  b y  t h e  e d i t o r s  
o f  T h e  C o n c i s e  Oxbond D i c t i u n a n g .  
T h i s ,  i n  a  d i c t i o n a r y  t h a t  p r i d e s  i t -  
s e l f  a s  " t h e  m o s t  r e l i a b l e  a u t h o r i t y  

. o n  t h e  s p o k e n  a n d  w r i t t e n  E n a l i s h  o f  - 
t o d a y 1 '  i s  s u r p r i s i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s o  
w h e n  o n e  g o e s  o n  t o  r e a d  t h a t  t h e  
l a t e s t  e d i t i o n  a l s o  c l a i m s  t o  c l e a r l y  
m a r k  a l l  w o r d s  t h a t  a r e  f o u n d  t o  b e  
r a c i a l l y  o f f e n s i v e .  On f u r t h e r  i n -  
s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 8 2  e d i t i o n  , o n e  
f i n d s  t h a t  " J a p W ,  "Wog" a n d  " N i p "  
a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  r a c i s t .  A s  A l i c e  w o u l d  
s a y ,  " t h e  w h o l e  s i t u a t i o n  g e t s  " c u r i o u s -  
e r  a n d  c u r i o u s e r . "  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  
i s  n o t  Wondenland a n d  t h e r e  a r e  many  
A s i a n  C a n a d i a n s  t o d a y  who  a r e  v e r y  , 
s e n s i t i v e  a b o u t  s e m a n t i c s .  

My i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  m o r e  
t h a n  a c a d e m i c .  I t  w a s  a r o u s e d  b y  a  
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  I r e c e n t l y  h a d  w i t h  
a  c . o l l e a g u e  o v e r  my u s e  o f  t h e  w o r d  
" O r i ? n t a l " .  S h e  f i n d s  t h e  t e r m  o b -  

. -  - 

Ieonard preyra 
j e c t i o n a b l e  f o r  t w o  m a i n  r e a s o n s :  
f i r s t ,  s h e  p a n t s  o u t ,  t h a t  " O r i e n t a l "  
i s  a  w o r d  " c r e a t e d  b y  n o n - A s i a n s ' '  a n d  
w a s  " m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  t h e  W e s t " '  t o  r e -  
f e r  t o  A s i a n s ,  a n d  s e c o n d ,  " O r i e n t a l "  
c o n j u r s  u p ,  i n  h e r  m i n d ,  t h e  s t e r e o -  
t y p i c a l  i m a g e  o f  a  C o n f u c i o u s - l i k e  
c h a r a c t e r .  A r a n d o m  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  
o p i n i o n s  o f  s o m e  o f ' m y  A s i a n  C a n a d i a n  
f r i a n d s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  a  g r o w i n g  
n u m b e r  o f  t h e m  a r e  f i n d i n g  t h e  t e r m  
o b j e c t i o n a b l e  a s  w e l l .  A v a s t  m a j -  
o r i t y  o f  t h e m  a r e  C h i n e s e  C a n a d i a n s .  
T h i s ,  I f i n d  d i s t r e s s i n g .  

0. 
T h e  s e c o n d  a r g u m e n t  i s  n o t  e x a m -  
i n a b l e  f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  
much d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  w h i c h  
t h e  w o r d  i s  u s e d ,  a n d  t h e  p r e d i l e c -  
t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g r o u p s  
t o  whom i t  i s  d i r e c t e d .  I m y s e l f  f i n d  
a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  o k f e n s i v e  w i t h  t h e  
t e r m .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  h a s  q u i t e  a  n o b l e  
e t y m o l o g y .  J o s e p h  S h i p l e y  i n  h i s  

The  D i c L i o n a n q  0 6  Uund O n i g i n n ,  d e -  
s c r i b e s  i t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i h g  m a n n e r :  

T h e  m a n i n e n  Lunnn tuwnnd  t h e  
n o n t h  b t a a ;  t h e  Muhammedan, 
tuwand  Mecca. 16 we w a n t  t u  
u n i e n t  o u n n e l v e b  we t u n n  t u -  
wand t h e  n i n i n g  n u n . .  .Hence ,  
t h e  e a n t . .  . ( p .  2 5 7 )  

The  C o n c i n e  Oxdond g o e s  o n  t o  e x -  
p l a i n  t h a t  t o  " o r i e n t  o n e s e l f "  m e a n s  

t o  d e t e r m i n e  how o n e  s t a n d s  i n  re-  
l a t i o n  t o  o n e ' s  s u r r o u n d i n g s . "  And 
t h a t  > h e  w o r d  o r i g i n a t e s  i n  t h e  
G r e e k  o f i i f i i ,  " r i s e " ,  a s  d o e s  " \ o r i -  
e n t a l e ' ' ,  " o r i e n t i n g ,  a n d  " o r i e n t a l " ,  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  S h i p l e y  a d d s  t h a t  re- 
l a t e d  t o  i t  a r e  " o r i g i n " ,  " o r i g i n a l " ,  
" f i r s t " ,  " P r i m e ' l  a n d  " o r d e r " .  T h u s ,  
we c a n  see  t h a t  " O r i e n t a l "  i s  o n e  
o f  a  f i n e  f a m i l y  o f  w o r d s  a n d  a l -  
~ h o u g h  i t  may c o n j u r e  u p  " s t e r e o -  
t y p i c a l  i m a g e s 1 '  f o r  s o m e  p e o p l e ,  
i t s  l i n e a g e  s t a n d s  i n  d i r e c t  c o n -  
f l i c t  w i t h  t h i s  c o n c e p t u a l  ( i m a g -  
i n e d ? )  s h o r t c o m i n g .  A s  Hu-mpty p u t s  . 
i t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  b e c o m e s  " w h i c h  ' 

m e a n i n g  i s  t o  b e  m a s t e r T ' - - t h a t ' s  

T h e  A b i a n a d i n n  . - 1 3  



a l l .  W h e t h e r  " o r i e n t a l s "  i s  t o  
c o n j u r e  U P  i m a g e s  o f  a  p e o p l e  
" t u r n e d  t o w a r d  t h e  s u n "  a b s o l u t e l y  
. c e r t a i n  o f  how t h e y  s t a n d  i n  r e -  
l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  s u r r o , u n d i n g s  V f i  

C o n f u c i u s  - l i k e  c h a r a c t e r s  

" C o n f  u c i u s - l i k e  c h a r a c t e r s "  i s  f o r  
A6ian6 t o  i m a g i n e .  W h a t e v e r  o n e  d e -  
c i d e s ,  i t  m u s t  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  n o t  
b e l o n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  f a m i l y  o f  o f -  
f e n d i n g  w o r d s  a s  " J a p ,  Wog ,  N i p ,  
P a k i ,  C h i n k , '  a n d  Gook t ' _ ,  a t  l e a s t  
n o t  i n  my p e r c e p t i o n .  

. . ee 
My c o l l e a g u e ' s  s e c o n d  a r g u m e n t  
a g a i n s t  u s e  o f  t h e  t e r m  " o r i e n t a l "  
i s  m o r e  v a l i d .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  
t h a t  t h e  G o r d  i s  a  " c r e a t i o n  o f  
n o n - A s i a n s "  a n d . .  . " m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  
t h e  W e s t " .  H o w e v e r ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  a c c e p t i n g  t h i s  
r e a s o n  f o r  b l a c k - l i s t i n g  a  w o r d .  

T h e  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  i v e w  i s  t h a t  
t h e  a n c i e n t  R o a a q s  a n d  G r e e k s  a rLd  
s u c c e e d i n g  E u r o p e a n  i m p e r i a l  p o w e r s  
a w o k e  t o  t h e  s u n  r i s i n g  i n  e a s t  a -  
c r o s s  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  a n d  c a l l e d  
t h e  l a n d s  b e y o n d  " o r i e n t " ,  " s u n r i s e " ,  
" e a s t " .  L a t e r  t h e  t e r m s  " N e a r  E a s t " ,  
" M i d - E a s t "  a n d  " F a r  E a s t "  d a w n e d  o n  
t h e m  w h e n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  g r e a t e r  s p e c i f -  
i c i t y  a r o s e .  I f  " o r i e n t "  i s  o f f e n s i v e  
b e c a u s e  it b e t r a y s  a n  e x t e r n a l l y  i m -  
p o s e d  r e f e r e n t ,  s u r e l y  t h e s e  l a t t e r  
t e r m s  m u s t  a l s o  b e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  f o r  
t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n .  

T h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
i m p o r t e d  t o p o n y m s  i n  A s i a  i s  o b v i o u s .  
Up t o  W . W . 1 1 ,  m o s t  A s i a n  s t a t e s  w e r e  
c o l o n i z e d  o r  d o m i n a t e d  b y  E u r o p e a n  
i m p e r i a l  p o w e r s .  And i t  s e e m s  t o  b e  
a  " D i v i n e  R i g h t  o f  E m p i r e s "  t h a t  t h e  
m o s t  p o w e r f u l  n a t i o n s  d e f i n e ,  d e s -  
c r i b e  a n d  name t h e  w o r l d  a s  t h e y  
v i e w  i t ,  T h i s  r e a l i t y  i s  n o t  r e -  
3 t r i c t e d  s o l c 1 . y  t o  A s i a ,  - 
L o n s i d e r  t h e  t o p o n y m  " J a p a n "  o r  
" r i s i n g - s u n - l a n d "  w h i c h  w a s  b e -  
s t o w e d  b y  t h e  C h i n e s e .  G.R.  S t e w a r t  
i n  h i s  s e m i n a l  w o r k ,  l . lc~. tn~h a11 2 h Q  
G % o b ~ ,  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t :  . . . t h e  a c f u a l  i n h u b i t a n t n  0 6  

t h e  i n l a n d n  w o u l d  h a h d l u  h a v ~  
g i v e n  t h e . .  . name,  n i n c e  t h e y  
w o u l d  h a v e  had no mohe hCUh0n.b 
t o  and o c i a t ~  t h e m n e l w e n  w i t h  
t h e  c a n t  o h  t h e  h i b i n g  d u n  
t h a n  any  v t h e h  p e o p l e  ( p .  2 9 3 ) .  

T h u s ,  i f  o n e  i s  t o  c r i t i z e  a  t o p o n y m  
b e c a u s e  i t  b e t r a y s  a n  e x t e r n a l l y  i m -  
p o s e d  r e f e r e n t ,  s u r e l y  g i v e n  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  S i n o - J a p a n e s e  r e l a t i o n s ,  
t o  b e  c a l l e d  " J a p a n e s e "  m u s t  b e  o f -  
f e n s i v e  t o  s o m e  p e o p l e .  A  s i m i l a r  ' 

o b j e c t i o n  c a n  b e  m a d e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
n a m e  " P h i l i p p i n e s "  w h i c h  d e r i v e s  
K i n g  P h i l i p  I1 o f  S p a i n ,  p a t r o n  o f  
t h e  s e a  v o y a g e  w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  I 1 d . i s -  
c o v e r y "  o f  t h e ' i s l a q d s .  

S t e w a r d ,  convincingly , d e m o n s t r a t e s  
t h a t  many C a n a d i a n  t o p o n y m s  d i s p l a y  , 
" b r a n d i n g s  o f  c o l o n i a l i s m " .  F u t h e r -  
m o r e ,  E r i c  P a r t r i d g e  i n  O f i ~ g c n A ,  
d i s c l o s , e s  t h a t  " C a n a d a "  i t s e l f  
d e r i v e s  f r o m  " a n  e r r o n e o u s  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r i n d i a n  w o r d  
" c a n a d a t '  o r  " c a n a t a t ' ,  " h u t s "  o r  " h o v e l s " ,  
w h i c h  t h e  e a r l i e s t  e x p l o r e r s  t o o k  
f o r  a  p l a c e - n a m e  ( p .  7 4 ) .  S h o u l d  I 
w r i t e  t o  my P lember  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  
c a s t i g a t i n g  h i m  f o r  g i v i n g  u s  C a n a d a  
D a y .  

I n  s u m m a r y  t h e n ,  i f  we a r e  s e t  a b o u t  
r e j e c t i n g  a n d  r e p l a c i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  
t o p o n y m s  w h i c h  b e t r a y  t r a c e s  o f  
c o l o n i a l i s m ,  t h e  t a s k  w i l l  b e  l o n g  
a n d  a r d u o u s .  S t e w a r d  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  
C a n a d i a n  t o p o n y m s  b e g i n  i n  t h e  M a r i t i m e s  
w i t h  New B r u n s w i c k ,  N o v a  S c o t i a ,  a n d  
P r i n c e  E d w a r d  I s l a n d  a n d  e n d s  o n  t h e  
P a c i f i c  c o a s t  w i t h  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a .  
V i c t o r i a  a n d  V a n c o u v e r .  F a r  i n  t h e  N o r t h  
h e  f o u n d  i s l a n d s  n a m e d  a f t e r  K i n g  M i l -  
l i a m ,  P r i n c e  P a t r i c k ,  V i c t o r i a  e t c .  
Do we n o t  h a v e  a n y  C a n a d i a n  h e r o e s ?  
H o p e f u l l y ,  i n  t h e  n o t - t o o - d i s t a n t  
f u t u r e  t h e s e  w i l l  b e  r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  
M a c d o n a l d s ,  L a u t i e r s ,  T a k a h a s h i s ,  
W o n g s ,  S i n g h s  a n d  c o u n t l e s s  o t h e r s  w h o  
h a v e  c r e a t e d  t h i s  g r e a t  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  
m o s i a c  we c a l l  C a n a d a .  

T h e  a u t h o r  h a s  b e e n  a s k e d  t o  r e m i n d  
A n i a n a d i a n  r e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e  o p i n i o n s  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  a r e  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  E d i t o r i a l  
B o a r d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h o s e  f i n d i n g  
t h e  a r t i c l e  o f f e n s i v e  may b e  p l e a s e d  
t o  k n o w  t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  s t a t i n g  
h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  H u m p t y  D u m p t y  f e l l  o f f  
t h e  w a l l .  k 



T h i h t y - t h h e e  y e a h  o l d  C!ayne [; lung 
i~ t h e  c o - a u t h o x ,  p h o d u c e h  and  d i -  
h e c z o h  oh  C h a n  i s  X i s s i n g ,  t h e  d i h b t  
d u l l  l e n g t h  / d o t t h  A m e h i c a n  d i e m  t o  
b o a s t  a n  a l l  A s i a n  c a b t  a n d  chew.  
I t  h f l b  b e e n  w i d e l y  a c c l a i l ~ e d  b y  
c i n e m a  c t i t i c n  i n  t h e  a n i t e d  S t a t e n  
a n d  Canada .  

T h e  p l o t  0 6  t h e  d i l n i  i n  n i m p l e .  I t  
h e v o l v e b  a h o u n d  t w o  t a x i  d h i v e h b ,  J o  
[ ' l o a d  ' . lay)  a n d  S t e v e  ( b i a h c  H a y a n h i ) ,  
a n d  t h e  e L u ~ i v e  ; , i t .  C h a n ,  w h o ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  t h e i t  $ 4 0 0 0 ,  i n  f i i i b h i n g .  T h e  
b e a h c h  d o h  t h i b  r . l y n t e h i o u b  d i g i ~ h e  
b e c o n ~ e b  a n a l o g o i ~ a  ~ i t h  t h e  d i b c o v -  
e h y  0 6  C h i n a t o w n ,  U.S.A.  t h t o u g h  t h e  
e y e s  a  6 i t 6  i n h a b i t a n t b .  

A n i a n a d i a n  n p a k e  w i t h  U a y n e  Uang a t  
t h e  C a n a d i a n  p h e m i e h e  o h  h i n  CHAN 
I S  EIISSING i n  T o h o n t o .  

A S I A N A D I A N :  W h a t  a u d i e n c e  d i d  y o u  
h a v e  i n  m i n d  when  y o u  w h o t e  t h e  , 
b c h e p t  d o h  C h a n  i s  M i s s i n g ?  

Wanq:  I made  i t  f o r  m y s e l f .  I n  

t h e m  t o  s e e  C h i n a t o w n  f r o m  t h e  i n -  
s i d e ,  a n d \ n o t  i n  a  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  w a y .  
I t  i s  l i k e  E n g l i s h  1A o r  a  b a s i c  r e a -  
d e r  t o  " i n t e r c u l t u r a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n " .  

- 
t e r m s  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  I w a s  d i r e c -  
t i n g  i t  t o ,  I ' d  s a y  my f i r s t  t a r g e t  

# w a s  t h e  A s i a n  A m e r i c a n  o f  o u r  g e n e r a -  H O W  much ad Y O U &  b u c c e b b  do Y O U  a t -  
t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  h a v e  A s i a n -  t t i b u t e  t o  t h e  d u c t  t h a t  Y O U  a h e  
C a n a d i a n s  i n  m i n d ,  b u t  t h e n  a g a i n  I i d e n t c b i e d  an  a n  e t h n i c  d i h e c t o h ,  
w a s n ' t  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  s o  many  a n d  t h a t  y o u h  w o ~ k  i n  b e e n  ah  bome- 
d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  , t h e  t w o .  S e c o n d -  w h a t  o h  a  n o v e l t y ?  I t  neemb t h a t  
l y ,  I w a s  a i m i n g  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  t i ~ c n g b  e t h n i c  ah& t h e  c u h h e n t  t h e n d ,  
A m e r i c a n  m o v i e - g o i n g  p u b l i c .  p a h t 4 c u l a h l y  i n  t h e  a h t b .  

Why d i d  y o u  d e c c d e  t o  mahe t h e n  t y p e  I d e f i n i t e l y  t h i n k  i t  i s  a  n o v e l t y  -- 
0 6  d i l r n ?  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  t h a t .  

One  h a s  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  o n  t h e ' n o v e l t y  
A c t u a l l y ,  I w a n t e d  t h e  A s i a n - A m e r i c a n  a s p e c t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I a l s o  f e e l  
a u d i e n c e  t o  s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  o n  t h e  t h a t  i t  d o e s  h a v e  s o m e  r e a l  b a s i s  t o  
s c r e e n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i t .  P e o p l e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  
i s s u e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  ( C h i n e s e )  c o m m u n i t y  
I t h i n k  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  a w a r e  o f  b e y o n d  t h e  u s u a l  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  
t h e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e  r e a l i t i e s  g i f t  s h o p s .  H e r e  t h e y  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  
o f  C h i n a t o w n ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  t h e y  t o  b y p a s s  a l l  t h e  g l i t t e r  a n d  s e e  t h e  
a r e  t o o  c a u g h t  u p  i n  t h e i r  own l i t t l e  r e a l  C h i n a t o w n .  I n  t h a t  s e n s e  I 
w o r l d s  t o  b e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  w h a t  i s  t h i n k  i t  i s  g o o d .  T h e  f i l m  j u s t  
g o i n g  o n  a r o u n d  t h e m .  T h e  f i l m  a t -  h a p p e n e d  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e  
t e m p t s  t o  p u t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n t o  a t  t h e  r i g h t  t i m e  w h e r e  t h e  " n o v e l t y "  
p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  f o r c e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  o f  i t  i s  w o r k i n g  p o s i t i v e l y .  
t o  c o n f r o n t  o n e  a n o t h e r .  F o r  t h e  

I r e s t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  a u d i e n c e  I ' d  How do y o u  n e e  you&  hiem i n  h e l a t i o n  
s a y  i t  w a s  q u i t e  o b v i o u s .  I w a n t e d  t o  Maxcne  , H  ong  k i n g h t o n ' n  n o v e L n ,  

T h e  A n c a n a d i a n  1 5  



and t h e  "Shogun"  TV a e h i e d ,  b o t h  0 6  

w h i c h  have phoven vehy  popuLah w i t h  
! Joh th  Amehican a u d i e n c e ?  

I t h i n k  t h i s  f i l m  o p e r a t e s  a t  a  d i f -  
f e r e n t  l e v e l .  I h o p e  t h a t  i t  i s n ' t  
s e e n  a s  b e i n g  on  th 'e  s ame  w a v e l e n g t h  
a s  t h o s e  t w o  p i e c e s  o f  work .  I 
f e e l  t h a t  Chan i n  M i a n i n g  i s  m o r e  
g r i t t y  a n d  down t o  e a r t h .  To me 
K i n g s t o n  d e a l s  w i t h  a  l o t  o f  my tho -  
l o g y  a n d  Shogun  s t e r e o t y p e s  A s i a n s .  
I t  i s  t h e  n o v e l t y  a s p e c t  o f  C ! ~ a n  i d  
M i d d i n g  w h i c h  a t t r a c t s  p e o p l e .  When 
t h e y ' d o  s e e  i t  t h e y  f i n d  t h e y  a r e  
l e a r n i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  C h i n a -  
t o w n  t h a t  w e ,  a s  C h i n e s e ,  know. 

Wad t h e h e  a  ma in  meddage t h a t  you 
wan ted  t o  convey ,  one t h a t  you d i d  
n o t  heveaL  t o  t h e  v iewehd d o  t h a t  \ 
t h e y  couLd have t h e  a a t i d d a c t i o n  0 6  

d i b c o v e h i n g  it doh themoeLved? 

More  t h a n  a n y t h i n g ,  I w a n t e d  t h e  
a u d i e n c e  t o  make up t h e i r  own m i n d s  
a b o u t  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  Chan .  Ob- 
v i o u s l y ,  I c a n  make up a n  e a s y  
a n s w e r .  

Do you know w h a t  happened t o  h im? 

Oh, I know. .. a  l o t  o f  i t  i s  b a s e d  
on  f a c t .  A l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h a p -  
p e n e d  t o  Chan h a p p e n e d  t o  someone  
i n  r e a l  l i f e .  T h i s  p e r s o n  was  k i n d  
o f  f r e a k e d  o u t  f r o m  t h e  p r e s s u r e  h e  
w a s  u n d e r  a n d  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  o f f  t o  
t h e  s u b u r b s ; .  t o  h i d e  o u t  f o r  a  w h i l e .  
B u t ,  y o u  know, I c o u l d  h a v e  made up 
2 0  s u c h  a n s w e r s .  

7 d n 1 t  t h e  "andweh" t h e h e ?  J o ,  one 
0 6  t h ?  chahac tehb  i n  t h e  mov ie ,  h a i d  
he c o u l d n ' t  6 i g u h e  o u t  t h e  headon doh 
Chan'd d idappeahance  becaube he wad 
n o t  Ch inede  enough and couLd n g t  
t h i n k  i n  t h e  Ch inede  way. 

 hat's t h e  m o s t  c o n c r e t e  c l u e  i n  
t h e  e n t i r e  f i l m .  

4 
- - 

A t  one p o i n t  i n  t h e  diem, Jo aLdo 
dayh "What i n  n o t  t h e h e  i d  a d ' o b -  
v i o u d  ad wha t  i d  t h e h e .  " Th id  med - 

t huge deemd t o  day  t h a t  t h e h e  i d  a  
need t o  go back t o  oh ig inaL?  vaLued.  

W e l l ,  t h e  m e s s a g e  c a l l s  f o r  a  way o f  
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i s  m o r e  C h i n e s e .  I n  
t h e  f i l m  t h e r e  i s  a  s t o r y  a b o u t  a  
f a r m e r  who c o u l d n ' t  p a y  b a c k  h i s  
d e b t ,  s o  h e  s e n t  h i s  d a u g h t e r  t o  h i s  
l a n d l o r d .  When sh.e r e a c h e s  t h e  l a n d -  
l o r d ' s  h o u s e ,  h e  p r e s e n t s  h e r  w i t h  a  

"Some said w e  shouldn't expose 
1 It 

our 'dirty laundry. . . 
r i d d l e .  He s h o w s  h e r  two d o o r s .  
One o f  t h e m ,  h e  t e l l s  h e r ,  g o e s  o u t -  
s i d e  a n d  o n e  i n t o  h i s f o w n  b e d r o o m .  
B u t  s h e  knows  t h a t  b o t h  go i n t o  h i s  
b e d r o o m .  What c a n  s h e  do  a b o u t  i t ?  
S h e  s a y s  t o  t h e  l a n d l o r d  , " T h i s  d o o r '  
d o e s  n o t  go o u t s i d e . ' '  S h e  i s  u s i n g  
t h e  n e g a t i v e  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  p o s i t i -  
v e .  I n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  
t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  t h e r e  i s  j u s t  a s  
i m p o r t a n t  a s  s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  t h o s e  
t h a t  a r e  t h e r e .  

7 g e t  t h e  mebbage and obv i ouoLy  you 
do t o o  b u t  how do you t h i n k  t h e  nun-  
Ch inebe  aud ienceo  w i l e  h e a c t  t o  i t? . 
U i L L  t h e y  undeho tand  t h e  diem? 

I t h i n k  m o s t  p e o p l e  a r e  s m a r t  e n o u g h  
t o  g e t  t h e  a n s w e r .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  
many o f  t h e m  w o n ' t .  

Y o u ' v e  g o t t e n  6avouhabLe hev iewd 6hom 
t h e  med ia  - -  wna t  i d  t h e  connendua 
amo ng A d i a n  Amehicnn aud ienced  ? 
T h e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  p r e t t y  much 
l i k e d  t h e  f i l m ,  a l t h o u g h  some o f  t h e  
m o r e  c r i t i c a l  p e o p l e  h a d  d i f f i c u l t y  . 
w i t h  c e r t a i n  p a r t s .  I f o u n d  t h a t  
o l d e r  p e o p l e  h a d  a  m i x e d  r e a c t i o n .  
Some s a i d  we s h o u l d n ' t  e x p o s e  o u r  
" d i r t y  l a u n d r y "  w h i l e  o t h e r s  w e r e  
q u i t e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  f e l t  i t  was  a b o u t  
t i m e  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  came a l o n g .  

, And,  o f  c o u r s e ,  some p e o p l e  d i s l i k e d  
i t  c o m p l e t e l y .  

What " d i h t y  Laundhy" wehe t h e y  he-  
6eh/r<r!g t o  ? 

T h e  i n f i g h t i n g  among t h e  C h i n e s e .  
T h o s e  who c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  t h i s  a s -  
p e c t  o n l y  w a n t e d  t o  show how n i c e  t h e  
C h i n e s e  a r e ,  w h a t  g r e a t  f o o d  t h e  C h i -  
n e s e  h a v e  a n d  how w o n d e r f u l  o u r  a r t  
i s .  T h e y  o n l y  wan,ted t o . s h o w  o f f  t h e  
g o o d  t h i n g s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  v e r y  r e a l i s -  
t i c  a b o u t  i t .  T h a t ' s  w h a t  t h e y  m e a n t  

' when t h e y  s a i d  " d i r t y  l a u n d r y l ' .  B u t  
t h e r e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i -  
t i c i s m .  One f a c t i o n  f e e l 6  t h e  f i l m  
may r e i n f o r c e  t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  i n -  
s c r u t a b i l i t y , o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e  way t h e  mov ie  e n d s .  I f e e l  
t h i s  i s  a  v a l i d  p o i n t ,  b u t  a t  t h e  
s ame  t i m e  I d i s a g r e e  b e c a u s e  t h e  
m o v i e  i s  v e r y  c o n c r e t e .  I do  t h i n k  
t h a t  i n s c r u t a b i l i t y  d o e s  h a v e  i t s  
r o o t s  a s  w e l l ,  a n d  I ' m - s h o w i n g  t h i s  
i n  a  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  way.  To me t h e r e  
i s  a  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o .  A l o t  



a l s o  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  --  w h a t  
may b e  i n c r u t a b l e  t o  o n e  p e r s o n  
c o u l d  b e  p e r f e c t l y  o b v i o u s  t o  a n o t h e r .  
Y o u ' d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r -  
s t a n d i n g  o f  Ci'lan L A  ! i i n n ~ n g  i f  y o u  
a r e  p a r t  o f  b o t h  c u l t u r e s .  Y o u ' d  
h a v e  a n  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  s o m e o n e  who 
d o e s n ' t .  

How do you n e e  youh6eLd - -  ah aa 
A n i a n ,  Amehican ,  o h  A n i a n  Amehican? 

P r o b a b l y  a  l i t t l e  b i t  m o r e  t h a n  a l l  
t h a t .  I ' m  C h i n e s e  A m e r i c a n  h y p h e n a t e d  
w i t h  Hong K o n g  r o o t s , .  I s e e  a  s l i g h t  
d i f f e r e n c e  t h e r e .  I w a s  b a s i c a l l y  
b r o u g h t  up i n  Hong K o n g ,  a n d  Hong 
Kong i s  v e r y  much a  p a r t  o f  me. l t l s  
my " h o m e - t o w n " ,  a n d  p a r t  o f  my c u l -  
t u r e .  Y e t  a t  t h e ' s a m e  t i m e  I ' v e  
b e c o m e  e x t r e m e l y  C h i n e s e  A m e r i c a n .  

"What is not there is just as  

, important a s  what is. . " 
/ 

Do you t h i n h  t h e h e  i n  a n  " A h i a n  
Amexican" c u l t u h c ?  

I d e f i n i t e l y  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s ,  b u t  
i t ' s  h a r d  t o  p u t  y o u r  f i n g e r  o n  i t .  
F o r  q u i t e  a  w h i l e  n o w ,  I ' v e  b e e n  
t r y i n g  t o  p h o t g r a p h  w h a t  " A s i a n  
A m e r i c a n  C u l t u r e ' '  i s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  
e a s i e r  t o  c a p t u r e  " i t "  v i s u a l l y .  
One h a s  t o  s t a r t  s o m e w h e r e  a n d  I 
d e c i d e d  t o  b e g i n  t h e r e .  I s e e  A s i a n  
A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  way A s i a n  
A m e r i c a n  d r e s s  --  n o t  " q u i t e  E a s t  
a n d  n o t  , q u i t e  W e s t " .  I s e e  A s i a n  
A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  we 
u s e  -- I s p e a k  h a l f '  i n  C h i n e s e  a n d  
h a l f  i n  E n g l i s h  i n  t h e  s a m e  s e n t e n c e .  
I n  t e r m s  o f  l i f e - s t y l e ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  
w o u l d  f i t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  A s i a n  
A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  a s  w e l l ,  b u t  a g a i n  
i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p i n p o i n t .  I ' v e  
b e e n  l i v i n g  w i t h  f r i e n d s  who a r e  
v e r y  A m e r i c a n ,  b u t  how a n d  w h a t  t h e y  
e a t  i s  v e r y  C h i n e s e .  Y e s ,  i t  i s  h a r d  
t o  d e f i n e ,  b u t  when  y o u  i s o l a t e  o n e  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  o r  a s p e c t ,  a n d  
y o u  r e a l l y  l o o k  a t  i t ,  I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' l l  
b e  a b l e  t o  f i n d  a  l o t .  

Am 1  h p e a h i n g  w i t h  Wayne Wang t h e  h o -  
c i a L  a c t i v i h t  o h  Wayne Wang t h e  d i -  
h e c t o x ?  

S o c i a l  a c t i v i s t ,  n o .  B u t  I h a v e  b e e n  
t h r o u g h  t h a t .  A t  o c e  t i m e  I w a s  
d o i n g  a  l o t  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k .  I s e e  
m y s e l f  a s  a  f i l m - m a k e r .  I t h i n k  t h a t  
a  f i l m - m a k . e r  i s  n e v e r  c o m p l e t e l y  d e -  
t a c h e d  f r o m  h i s  o r  h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t  

o r  f r o m  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r c  o f  s o c i a l  
i n p o r t a n c e .  I n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  I t h i n k  I 
t h a t  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  a r e  v e r y  s i g n i -  
f i c a n t  t o  t h e  f i l m - m a k e r .  T e n  
y e a r s  a g o ,  w h e n  I n a d e  my f i r s t  f e a -  
t u r e  f i l m  I w a s  r e a l l y  u p s e t  w i t h  
i t  b e c a u s e  I f e l t  i t  r e f l e c t e d  a  
v e r y  u n h e a l t h y  p e r s o n .  S o ,  I s t o p p e d  
m a k i n g  f i l m s .  I f e e l  t h a t  Chan i d  
h l inning r e f l e c t s  a  d i f f e r e n t  a t t i -  

t u d e ,  o n e  t h a t  I l i k e  a n d  c a n  d e a l  
w i t h .  A  f i l m - m a k e r  h a s  t o  h a v e  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  i t  i s  i m -  
p o r t a n t .  T h a t ' s  why I d o n ' t  b e -  
l i e v e  t h a t  I ' m  a  f i l m - m a k e r  p u r e l y  
f o r  a r t i s t i c  r e a s o n s .  F i  l m - m a k i n g  
i s  a l w a y s  r e l a t e d  t o  s o c i a l  a n d  
p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s ,  a n d  my f i l m  i s  a  
r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h a t  b e l i e f .  

1n it p o n n i b e e  6 0 4  a  diem-mahex t o  
m u i n t a i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  and hRiL.l? do 
aeLL commexciaLLy? 

I ' v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  how. Chan i h  
Elinning h a s  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  b e c o m e  
m a s s - o r i e n t e d ,  s o  t o  s p e a k .  Y e t  
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  i t  p o s s e s s e s  a  
s t r o n g  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  
What  I ' d  r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  d o  i s  m a k e  
two d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  f i l m s  a t  t h e  
s a m e  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t o o  many  
f i l m - m a k e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  d o  
t h a t .  I w a n t  t o  g o  t o  H o l l y w o o d  
t o  m a k e  c o m m e r c i a l  m o v i e s  w i t h  a n  
e d g e  t o  t h e m  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  
c o n t i n u e  m a k i n g  $ 2 0 - 3 0 , 0 0 0  f e a t u r e s .  
By d o i n g  t h e  f i r s t ,  I c a n  a f f o r d  t o  
c o n t i n u e  m a k i n g  e x a c t l y  t h e  k i n d  o f  
f i 1 n : s  I w a n t .  

"Americans build images 'out of nothing 
R . . . and . . . destroy them a s  easily . . . 

Do you t l ~ i n h  t l ~ e  , J o x t l ~  Amehican 
a u d i e n c e  i h  h e a d y  t o  s e e  A h i a n  
a c t o h h  and actt2hAcLh on Xhe h c x e e n  
o x  a c c e p t  t h e m  i n t o  R h e i h  l i v i n g -  
xoom? 

A t  f i r s t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  b u t  . .  
a p p a r e n t l y  t h e y  a r e .  We h a v e  o n l y  
p l a y e d  i n  m a j o r  u r b e n  c e n t r e s  s u c h  
a s  New Y o r k ,  S a n  F r a n c i s c q  a n d  
L . A . ,  b u t  w e ' v e  h a d  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  
c o m i n g  t o  s e e  i t .  

lvhat d i / z ' e c t i o n  do you h e &  Ahian  
acRohd5 R a k i n g ?  

T a k e  M a r c  H a y a s h i ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  h e  
i s  o b v i o u s l y  t a l e n t e d  a n d  p e o p l e  a r e  
s e e i n g  t h i s .  H o p e f u l l y ,  m o r e  v r i -  
t e r s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  A s i a n  p a r t s  i n  

c o ~ ~ t i n u e d  on page 5 
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india bazaar a t  the crossroads 

' sotish dhar 

1 Shop sign. to trip an Anglo-Saxon tongue 

"There ' s  no p l a c e  l i k e  t h i s  i n  North 
America. There a r e  Greek t o m s ,  l i t t l e  
I t a l y s  and Chinatowns i n  many c i t i e s  b u t  
nowhere e l s e  on t h i s  c o n t i n e n t  w i l l  you 
f i n d  a n o t h e r  I n d i a  Bazaar  1 i k e T o r o n t o ' s . "  

These were t h e  proud words of ' the  I n d i a n  
merchant  who took  me around t h e  Ger ra rd-  
Coxwell shopping s t r i p  i n  Eastend Toronto 
known v a r i o u s l y  a s  I n d i a  Bazaar ,  I n d i a  
Town, I n d i a  Market .  

The m e r c h a n t ' s  c l a i m  was no i d l e  b o a s t .  
It was S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  The s i d e w a l k s  
were  crowded w i t h  s t r e a m s  of  p e d e s t r i a n s  - 

and _groups of  b y s t a n d e r s  i n  e a r n e s t  
c o n v e r s a t i o n .  One animated conc lave  had 
even s p i l l e d  o v e r  o n t o  t h e  s t r e e t ,  
c a u s i n g  t r a f f i c  t o  swerve and a g i t a t e d  
h e a d s  t o  pop o u t  o f  p a s s i n g  c a r s .  Over- 
head shop s i g n s  t o  t r i p  a n  Anglo-Saxon 
tongue  j o s t l e d  f o r  a t t e n t i o n :  Naaz, Moti, 
Mahal,  Manzi l ,  K e s r i  ... The a i r  was 
t h i c k  w'ith t h e  aroma o f  I n d i a n  cooking.  
From one o f  t h e  shops  r i p p l e s  of a  l o n g  
f o r g o f t e n  song  f i l t e r e d  o u t  and lapped  a t  

. t h e  edges  of  my l i e a r i n g .  
b 

The i l l u s i o n  was ovEr. I looked  around.  
I c o u l d  s e e  t h a t  I n d i a  Bazaar  was a  
commercial e n c l a v e  c o v e r i n g  t h r e e  b l o c k s -  
some f o t t y  shops  i n  a l l .  There were about  
a  dozen r e s t a u r a n t s ,  t e n  s a r i  shops ,  ha l f -  
a  dozen g r o c e r y  s t o r e s ,  s e v e r a l  v i d e o  and 
r e c o r d  s t o r e s ,  a  few a p p l i a n c e  s t o r e s  and 
a  cinema-shopping m a l l  complex. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  were a l s o  a  few non- 
I n d i a n  shops u n o b t r u s i v e l y  sandwiched i n  
between. 

:*:e:*T*:* 

A l l  t h i s  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of  I n d i a n  commercial 
e n t e r p r i s e s  h a s  n o t  happened o v e r n i g h t .  
It i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of  t e n  y e a r s  of  s t e a d y ,  
a t  t imes  f e v e r i s h ,  growth.  

What w i l l  t h e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s  b r i n g ?  What 
a r e  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  of  I n d i a n  Bazaar?  I n  
a n  e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  o u t  I t a l k e d  t o  b a z a a r  
merchants ,  community w o r k e r s ,  r e s i d e n t s  
g roups  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  
o f f i c i a l s ,  pol icemen a s  w e l l  a s  knowledge- ,. 
a b l e  people  w i t h i n  t h e  I n d i a n  community. 
I came t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  I n d i a  t o m  
i s  a t  - t h e  c r o s s r o a d s .  New c h a l l e n g e s  
c o n f r o n t  i t  a s  i t  goes  i n t o  i t s  second 

As my s e n s e s  soaked i n  t h e s e  f a m i l i a r  
s i g h t s ,  sounds  and s m e l l s ,  I f e l t  a  
sudden g u s t  of n o s t a l g i a  tugging  me away. 
But o n l y  f o r  a  moment. The unmis takab le  
c l a n g  and c l a t t e r . o f  a  Toronto Transpor t -  
a t i o n  Commission s t r e e t c a r  on i t s  way 

decade.  Whether t h e  a r e a  becomes a  
f l o u r i s h i n g  p a r t  of  T o r o n t o ' s  commercial 
l a n d s c a p e  w i l l  depend upon t h e  a d a p t -  
a b i l i t y  of t h e  I n d i a  Bazaar  merchants  t o  
changing  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and t h e  s u p p o r t  
ex tended  t o  i t  by t h e  I n d i a n  community. 

:4wX*T-?--T* 
downtown r u d e l y  shook me o u t  of m y r e v e r i e .  



I r o n i c a l l y ,  a t  t h e  beg inn ing ,  t h e  I n d i a n  
community a s  a  whole d i d  n o t  s t a n d  behind 
t h e  b a z a a r .  When Gyan Naz, a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
e n g i n e e r ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  I n d i a n  
e n t e r p r i s e  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  Naaz Cinema, h i s  
m i d d l e c l a s s  f e l l o w  countrymen b e r a t e d  him 
f o r  choos ing  t h e  Gerrard-Coxwell l o c a t i o n .  
They p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  of Toronto-  
R i v e r d a l e  - was made up of  a  s t a b l e  Anglo- 
Saxon working c l a s s  neighbourhoods w i t h  
no I n d i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  speak  o f .  Also ,  
t h e  shopping s t r i p  was a  depressed  a r e a  
w i t h  run-down s t o r e s  and a  h igh  number of  
v a c a n c i e s .  

Even t h e  o l d  Eastwood T h e a t r e  which Naz 
had c o v e r t e d  i n t o  a  Hindi  cinema h a l l  hap 
been th rough  s e v e r a l  i n c a r n a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  
a t t a i n i n g  commercial s a l v a t i o n ;  by t u r n s  
an'  E n g l i s h ,  I t a l i a n  and Greek cinema h a l l ,  
i t  d a s  v a c a n t  when Naz bought i t .  Manv i n  - 
t h e  E a s t  I n d i a n  community were convinced 
t h a t  Naz had made a  m i s t a k e  - t h e  whole 
a r e a  was u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  b u s i n e s s .  
There was a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  Naz had somehow 
l e t  t h e  I n d i a n  community down by l o c a t i n g  
h i s  cinema i n  such  a  depressed  a r e a .  

"a blockbuster superhit Hindi film " 

However, t h i s  c a r p i n g  had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on 
t h e  a v i d  I n d i a n  moviegoers .  They f l o c k e d  
from a l l  o v e r  Toronto and beyond t o  l o s e  
themse lves  i n  t h e  l a t e s t  c i n e m a t i c  
f a n t a s i e s  woven by t h e i r  be loved  f i l m  
s t a r s .  

cou ld  on ly  a f f o r d  commercial p r o p e r t i e s  
a t  t h e  lower end of  t h e  p r i c e  s c a l e .  In  
t h e  e a r l y  1370s ,  s t o r e s  i n  t h e  Gerrai-d- 
Coxwell shopping s t r i p  were among t h e  
c h e a p e s t  i n  Toronto - some were s e l l i n g  
f o r  a s  l i t t l e  a s  $20,000. 

The f i r s t  I n d i a n  merchants  who moved i n t o  
t h e  a r e a  were n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned 
about  t h e  run-down c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  
p r o p e r t i e s .  They d i d  t h i n g s  a s  cheap ly  
a s  p o s s i b l e  - no r e n o v a t i o n ,  i n e x p e n s i v e  
merchandise,  m a k e s h i f t  d i s p l a y .  Low 
overhead:  t h a t  was t h e i r  watchword. Thus, 
t h e  . r e s t a u r a n t s  model led themse lves  on f a s t  
food "bazaar  s t a l l s "  of n o r t h e r n  I n d i a .  
P r e - p r e p a r e d  s p i c y  and sweet  s n a c k s  were 
~ e r  $ 2  ' t o  s t m d i n g  c u s t o m e r s .  S i m i l a r i l y ,  
s a r i  shops and r e c o r d  s t o r e s  c a t e r e d  t o  
t h e  i m p u l s ~  buyer:  i n e x p e n s i v e  merchandise 
f o r  mass t a s t e .  

They had few o t h e r  p l a c e s  t o  go t o  f o r  
I n d i a n  s t y l e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  Naaz cinema ' 

was t h e  o n l y  r e g u l a r  game i n  town. I n  
f a c t ,  when i t  opened,  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  
commercial I n d i a n  movie t h e a t r e  i n  North 
America. 

The o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f f e r e d  by t h e  t h r o n g s  
t h a t  congrega ted  i n  f r o n t  of  Naaz cinema 
were n o t  l o s t  on a s p i r i n g  I n d i a n  e n t r e p -  
r e n e u r s .  As Naz p u t  i t :  one week a f t e r  
t h e  showing of a  " b l o c k b u s t e r ,  s u p e r h i t  
H i n d i  f i l m "  a  new I n d i a n  s t o r e  would open , 

i t s  d o o r s .  A t  f i r s t ,  b u s i n e s s e s  c l u s t e r e d  
around t h e  t h e a t r e ,  b u t  by 1975 shops had 
begun t o  open i n  a d j o i n i n g  b l o c k s .  I n d i a  
Town was on i t s  way. 

In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h e  f e a r s  of  t k e  c r i t i c s  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c h o i c e  of  G e r r a r d  S t r e e t  
a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  I n d i a n  b u s i n e s s e s  
were m i s p l a c e d ,  even a  b i t  p e r v e r s e .  It 
was p r e c i s e l y  because  t h e  a r e a  was 
economica l ly  d e p r e s s e d  t h a t  I n d i a n  
b u s i n e s s e s  found i t  a t t r a c t i v e .  Being 
r e c e n t  immigrants  t o  Canada, t h e i r  
f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  were l i m i t e d .  They 

T h i s  s u i t e d  t h e  working c l a s s  s h o p p e r s ,  
who f r e q u e n t e d  G e r r a r d  S t r e e t ,  j u s t  f i n e .  
1 I n s 2 i r e d  b a r g a i n  h u n t e r s  a t  t h e  b e s t  of 
t i m e s ,  they  found I n d i a  Town shops  had 
t h e  lower p r i c e s  compared t o  I n d i a n  shops  
i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .  Indeed t h e  "bazaar  s t a l l "  
a tmosphere of  t h e  shops  made them fe:l 
r i g h t  a t  home. 

The e s t a b l i s h e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l a s s  of 
I n d i a n  immigrants ,  however, k e p t  l a r g e l y  
a l o o f .  They f e l t  t h a t  t h e  shops  d i d  n o t  
c a t e r  t o  t h e i r  more cosmopol i t an  t a s t e s  
and they  found t h e  run-down c o n d i t i o n  of 
t h e  shops u n a t t r a c t i v e .  For  many of  them 
t h i s  impress ion  of t h e  a r e a  h a s  remained. 
They a r e  s t i l l  n o t  f r e q u e n t  v i s i t i o r s  t o  
t h e  a r e a .  

I n  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  however, many 
changes have o c c u r r e d  i n  I n d i a n  Bazaar .  
For  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t s  a r e  now 
graced  w i t h  c h a i r s  and t a b l e s ;  two even 
have l i q u o r  l i c e n s e s .  The food  s e r v e d  

- - 
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It  has become' a symbol of the Indian community in Toronto. 

no 1onge r . ha s  an  exper imenta l  q u a l i t y .  developments i n  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s  l e a d  

The merchandise i n  t h e  s a r i  shops and t o  t h i s  conc lu s ion .  

a p p l i a n c e  s t o r e s  i s  more v a r i e d .  Many 
shops  show s i g n s  of having been s u b j e c t e d  To begin  w i t h ,  t h e  South Asian popula t ion  
t o  some homespun r enova t i on .  i n  t h e  Toronto a r e a  i s  now growing very  

s l owly .  The p r e s e n t  more r e s t r i c t i v e  

Two of t h e  more s u c c e s s f u l  e n t e r p r i s e s  
have made major inves tments  i n  r e cons t ruc -  
t i o n  and expansion of  t i ~ e i r e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  
M i l a n ' s ,  which s t a r t e d  a s  a  s a r i  and g i f t  
shop ,  h a s  now expanded i n t o  a  b r i g h t l y  
l i t  modern department  s t o r e .  Naaz Cinema 
h a s  been renamed Naaz Cen t r e  - a  550 s e a t  
cinema h a l l  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a  s m a l l  
m a l l  on t h e  ground f l o o r .  A f a s h i o n  
s t o r e  h a s  a l s o  r e c e n t l y  completed renova- 
t i o n s .  The l a s t  few y e a r s  of r enova t i on  
and r e b u i l d i n g  h a s ,  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d ,  c o s t  
t h e  s toreowners  about  $1.5 m i l l i o n .  
Commercial p rope r ty  v a l u e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  

immigrat ion p o l i c y  has  reduced t h e  i n f l u x  
t o  a  t r i c k l e ;  a t  t h e  same t ime compet i t ion  
f o r  t h i s  market  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  r e l e n t l e s s l y .  
According t o  one e s t i m a t e ,  t h e r e  a r e  more 
than  250 shops and r e s t a u r a n t s  i n  t h e  
Toronto a r e  a l o n e  c a t e r i n g  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l -  
i z e d  needs t o  t h e  Ind i an  popu l a t i on .  Some 
d e f i n a b l e  c l u s t e r s  of I nd i an  shops a r e  
emerging i n  c l o s e  proximi ty  t o  a r e a s  where 
t h e r e  a r e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of I nd i an  
r e s i d e n t s .  I n d i a  Town, w i th  no suppo r t i ng  
neighbourhood Ind i an  popu l a t i on ,  has  t o  
compete w i t h  s t o r e s  whi'ch s e r v e  t h e i r  
l o c a l  a r e a .  

. . 

v a l u e  i n  t h e  nrea  have a l s o  gone up 
One of t h e  b i g  a L t r a c t i o n s  of t h e  Gerrard-  c o n s i d e r a b l y  - frym $20,000 i n  e a r l y  1970s 

t o  about  $80,000 - 100,000 i n  1981. Coxwell I nd i an  shops  was, t h e i r  low p r i c e s  
because  of dep re s sed  p rope r ty  v a l u e  and 
low r e n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Th i s  is  no l onge r  

' I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  a r e a  h a s  been upgraded 
t h e  ca se .  P r i c e s  now a r e  g e n e r a l l y  a t  p a r  and r e v i t a l i z e d .  The businessmen have e 
wi th  Ind ian  shops  a c r o s s  t h e  c i t y .  t r i e d  t o  overcome some of t h e  s t igma - 

a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e i r  su r round ings .  But w i t h  The o t h e r  major  a t t r a c t i o n  was Naaz cinema. 
a l l  t h e s e  improvements, t h e  o r i g i n a l  I n  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  t h e  ready a v a i l -  
c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  shopping s t r i p  h a s  no t  

a b i l i t y  of  v ideo  c a s s e t t e s  of Ind ian  changed;  i t  s t i l l  ma in t a in s  t h e  " Indian  
movies h a s  p layed  havoc w i th  t h e  Ind i an  Bazaar" ambience' of i t s  e a r l y  y e a r s .  
cinema market i n  North Amercia. Many 
cinema h a l l s  i n  Toronto have c lo sed .  The The a r e a  is  now mGre t han  a  market s e r v i n g  
t h rongs  which used t o  c o l l e c t  o u t s i d e  Naaz peop l e  of I nd i an  o r i g i n .  I t  ha s  become 
cinema a r e  now a  t h i n g  of t h e  p a s t .  Even 

t h e  symbol of t h e  Ind i an  community i n  
t h e  complete modernisakion of t h e  cinema Toronto ,  i t s  l a r g e s t  v i s i b l e  p u b l i c  
h a l l ,  h a s  n o t  brought  back t h e  l a r g e  exp re s s ion .  But f o r  i t ,  t h e  I n d i a n  
crowds of ye s t e r -yea r .  c o m u n i t y ,  w i t h  i t s  over  100,000 members, 

d i s p e r s e d  throughout  t h e  g r e a t e r  Metro The r e c e n t  r e c e s s i o n  ha s  a l s o  t aken  i ts  
a r e a  and fragmented i n t o  s c o r e s  of t o l l .  The number of Eas t  I nd i an  t o u r i s t s  

/ r e l i g i o u s  and r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  would v i s i t i n g  t h e  a r e a  dec l i ned  t h i s  yea r .  
l a r g e l y  be  an  a b s t r a c t i o n ,  w i thou t  a  Many r e s t a u r a n t s  r e p o r t e d  reduced bus ine s s .  
c o l l e c t i v e  presence .  Th i s  d e c l i n e  i n  s a l e s  could n o t  have cone 

1nd i ans  come t o  Gerra rd  S t r e e t  n o t  j u s t  
t o  shop bu t  t o  a i r  t h e i r  n o s t a l g i a ,  t o  
l i s t e n  t o  f a m i l i a r  music and f a m i l i a r  

' t o n g u e s .  For  women who f e e l  uncomfortable 
i n  Western d r e s s e s  and conspicuous i n  
I n d i a n  c l o t h e s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  c i t y ,  
I n d i a  Town i s  a  s p e c i a l  p l a c e .  Here they  
can  wear t h e  c l o t h e s  they  l ove :  s a lwa r  
kameez o r  s a r i  o r  any o t h e r  I nd i an  costume 
w i thou t  f e e l i n g  s e l f - consc ious .  

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  impor tan t  s t a t u s  i t  h a s  
now a t t a i n e d  i n  t h e  Ind i an  community - 
t h e r e  is  nervousness  i n  I n d i a  Town. Many 
merchants  f e e l  t h a t  i t s  comtl)ercial 
eminence is f a r  from guaran teed .  C e r t a i n  

a t  a  worse t ime f o r  t h e  businessmen of 
I n d i a  Town. Two of  t h e  s t a r  a t t r a c t i o n s  
of t h e  a r e a ;  Mi l an ' s  and Naaz Centre have 
j u s t  completed major  r e b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t s .  
The r e c e n t  h igh  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  must be 
c u t t i n g  t h e  p r o f i t  margins of t h e  owners 
of t h e s e  s t o r e s  t o  t h e  bone. 

Many of t h e  more p e r c e p t i v e  merchants  on 
t h e  s t r e e t  a r e  convinced t h a t  t hey  have 
t o  change t h e i r  ma rke t t i ng  s t r a t e g y  i n  
o r d e r  t o  remain commercial ly v i a b l e .  The 
o l d  unadventurous formula on which t h e  
a r e a  f l o u r i s h e d ,  t h a t  i s  "marke t t ing  
n o s t a l g i a "  f o r  I n d i a n  immigrants  a t  t h e  
lower-end of t h e  income s c a l e ,  i s  no 
l onge r  adequate  t o  en su re  f u t u r e  growth. 
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They a r e  now t r y i n g  t o  a p p e a l  t o  a  b roader  
market i . e . ,  t h e  more a f f l u e n t  c l a s s  of 
I n d i a n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
of  t h e  c i t y .  

T h i s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  h i g h e r  q u a l i t y  merchan- 
d i s e ,  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  l a t e s t  t w i s t s  and 
t u r n s  i n  f a s h i o n ,  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  c u l i n a r y  
s t y l e s  i n  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t s  which w i l l  a p p e a l  
t o  a  more demanding c l i e n t e l e .  I n  some 
c a s e s ,  i t  w i l l  a l s o  r e q u i r e  a  more 
f a s t i d i o u s  a t t i t u d e  towards h y g i e n e .  
F u r t h e r  upgrad ing  of shops would c e r t a i n l y  
h e l p ;  some of tile s t o r e s  a r e  s t i l l  
u n i n v i t i n g  and t h e s e  c a s t  t h e i r  shadow on 
t h e  o t h e r s  which have been improved. 

S e v e r a l  shopkeepers  a r e  a l r e a d y  working 
toward broadening  t h e i r  a p p e a l .  Fash ion  
b o u t i q u e s  a r e  making t h e i r  appearance  - 
o f f e r i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  c l o t h i n g  s t y l e s  
adap ted  t o  modern needs .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  
l a s t  few y e a r s  two a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  
r e s t a u r a n t s  have opened which s e r v e  
cosmopoli tan I n d i a n  f a r e ,  more i n  l i n e  
w i t h  I n d i a n  r e s t a u r a n t s  i n  t h e  r e s t  of 
t h e  c i t y .  

There is  a n  awareness  emerging among t h e  
shopkeepers  t h a t  t h e  o v e r a l l  v i s u a l  
q u a l i t y  of t h e  S h o ~ p i n g  s t r i p  must be  
improved. T h i s  c a l l s  f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  
r a t h e r  than  i n d i v i d u a l  i n i t i a t i v e .  The 
p r o p e r t y  owners i n  t h e  t h r e e  b l o c k  a r e a  
have banded t o g e t h e r  t o  form what i s  known 
a s  a  Bus iness  Improvement Area.  S e t  up 
under  O n t a r i o  Government l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h i s  
p e r m i t s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  f u n d ,  a s  
a g r e e d  by t h e  merchants ,  t o  b e  used  f o r  

p u b l i c  improvements. A Board of Governors, 
made up of a r e a  s t o r e k e e p e r s  and c i t y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  h a s  been s e t  up t o  
a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  fund and make d e c i s i o n s  on 
t h e  improvements. '  

There was much s k e p t i c i s m  i n  t h e  beg inn ing  
about  t h e  merchants  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  g e t  
t h e i r  a c t  t o g e t h e r  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  under- 
t a k e  t h i s  program. The p r e v i o u s  b u s i n e s s -  
p e r s o n s  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  INPAKTA ( I n d i a n -  
P a k i s t a n i  T r a d e r s ~ A s s o c i a t i o n  ) ,  formed t o  
d e a l  w i t h  common problems,  had become 
d e f u n c t  from d i s u s e .  

;lowever, t h e  businessmen have o b t a i n e d  
a p p r o v a l  of t h e  Businessment Improvement 
Area d e s i g n a t i o n  from t h e  c i t y .  I n e x p l i c -  
ably; i t  t o o k  1 0  months f o r  t h e  merchants  
t o  complete  t h e  l i s t  of nomina t ions  f o r  
t h e  Board of Governors i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
g h o s t  of d i s u n i t y  h a s  n o t  been  comple te ly  
e x o r c i s e d .  

A budget  of  $10,000 h a s  been approved f o r  

t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  of o p e r a t i o n .  This  w i l l  
be  s p e n t  on s t r e e t  f u r n i t u r e ,  l andscap ing  
and promotion. A name f o r  t h e  a r e a  h a s  
been s e l e c t e d :  I n d i a  Bazaar .  This  name, 
a long  w i t h  a  l o g o ,  t h e  d e s i g n  which i s  
t h e  s u b j e c t  of  a  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  l o c a l  
s c h o o l s ,  w i l l  be  used i n  a l l  packaging and 
promotion by a r e a  b u s i n e s s .  I t  i s ' h o p e d  
t h i s  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a  
r e c o g n i z a b l e  c o r p o r a t e  image of  I n d i a  
Bazaer .  The c i t y ,  f o r  i t s  p a r t ,  ha6 agreed 
t o  p l a n t  t r e e s  on t h e  s i d e w a l k s .  By t h e s e  
iaprovements ,  t h e  merchants  hope t o  over-  
come some of t h e ' r e p u t a t i o n  of t h e  shopp- 
i n t  s t r i p  a s  run-down and v i s u a l l y  
unappea l ing .  

Another i s s u e  r e l a t e d  t o  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  a s s o c i a t i o n  may have t o  l o o k  a t  
i n  f u t u r e  i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e i r  
commercial e n c l a v e  and t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
community around i t .  Right  from t h e  s t a r t ,  
I n d i a  Town h a s  been anomaly i n  t h a t  t h e  
s u r r o u n d i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  n o t  I n d i a n .  
E t h n i c  shopping a r e a s  i n  Toronto  have  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  emerged t o  s e r v i c e  nearby  
e t h n i c  neighbourhoods.  There h a s ,  t h e r e -  
f o r e ,  been l i , t t l e  c o n f l i c t  be tween ' the  
needs of t h e  shopping  d i s t r i c t s  and t h e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s .  

Things got  very bad in May 1980 

One of t h e  major  s o u r c e s  of f r i c t i o n  be- 
tween t h e  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  and t h e  I n d i a n  
b u s i n e s s  community i s  t r a f f i c  and p a r k i n g .  
T h i s  i s  because  a lmos t  a l l  s h o p p e r s  c-ome 
t o  t h l s  a r e a  by c a r .  Week-end peaks a r e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i rksome t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  
Many of  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r  
shopping s t r i p  h a s  been a l i e n a t e d  from 
them. They have  no u s e  f o r  most of t h e .  
merchandise on s a l e  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  s t o r e s .  
The shoppers  a r e  a l l  o u t s i d e r s  t o  t h e  a r e a  
and t h e i r  p u b l i c  b e h a v i o u r  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
l anguage  t h e y  speak  is f o r e i g n  t o  t h e  
r e s i d e n t s .  They do n o t  f e e l  a t  home on 
t h e i r  own s t r e e t .  , 

P a r t l y  because  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  shop- 
k e e p e r s  and t h e  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  s o  f a r  
a p a r t ,  t h e  a r e a  became a  f e r t i l e  ground 
f o r  r a c i a l  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  s e v e n t i e s .  The 
Ku Klux Klan and t h e  w h i t e  s u p r e m a c i s t  r 

Western Guard o p e r a t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  While  
r a c i s t  a t t a c k s  have d e c l i n e d  i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s ,  t h e r e  was a  t ime when gangs of w h i t e  
youths  (most of them o u t s i d e r s )  would 
rampage th rough  t h e  s t r e e t  h u r l i n g  r a c i a l  
i n s u l t s ,  b r e a k i n g  shop windows, s l a s h i n g  
c a r ' t i r e s  and b e a t i n g  up shopowners and 
customers.  Things g o t  s o  bad i n  May 1980 
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. . . they can look forward to  the next  decade with optimisn;. 

t h a t '  t h e  merchants  i rere  a f r a i d  t o '  l e a v e  
t h e i r  s t o r e s .  

These i n c i d e n t s  r e c e i v e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of 
news and e d i t o r i a l  coverage .  Toronto 
P o l i c e  Chief Ackroyd t o u r e d  t h e  a r e a  
a t  t h e  h e i g h t  of t h e  t e n s i o n ,  a s  d i d  t h e  
t h e  Mayor Sewel l .  The a r e a  h a s  g e n e r a l l y  
been q u i e t  s i n c e  t h e n .  

There i s  some f e e l i n g  among p o l i c e  and 
community workers  t h a t  i f  t h e  b u s i n e s s -  
p e r s o n s  had a s s e r t i v e l y  p r e s e n t e d  a  
u n i t e d  f r o n t  t o  t h e  o f f e n d e r s ,  t h e  r a c i a l  
i n c i d e n t s  would n o t  have  e s c a l a t e d  t o  t h e  
l e v e l  t h e y  d i d .  I n  f a c t ,  i f  t h e  t r o u b l e -  
makers knew t h a t  v i o l e n c e  p e r p e t r a t e d  by 
them would meet p a i n f u l  p h y s i c a l  r e s p o n s e  
o r  r e l e n t l e s s  l e g a l  a c t i o n ,  t h e y  would 
have l o s t  much of  t h e i r  courage.  

The m e r c h a n t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  a r e  
b i t t e r  about  l a c k  o f  p o l i c e  a c t i o n  i n  
t h o s e  d a r k  days .  T a u n t s  by y o u t h s ,  
e v i d e n c e  of broken shop f r o n t s  and s l a s h e d  
t i r e s  d i d  n o t  b r i n g  t h e  response  from t h e  
p o l i c e  t h a t  shopkeepers  expec ted .  The 
m e r c h a n t s - f e l t  t h a t  t h e  pol icemen,  i n s t e a d  
o f  t a k i n g  a c t i o n ,  a l lowed themse lves  t o  b e  
imprisoned by p r o c e d u r a l  n i c e t i e s .  

It seems c l e a r ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e  
businessmen w i l l  have  t o  t a k e  a  c o n c e r t e d ,  
a g g r e s s i v e  s t a n d  t o  combat r a c i s t  i n c i d e n t s .  
But t h e y  must a l s o  make e f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  community s o  
t h a t  problems c a u s i n g  f r i c t i o n  can be  
i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  d e a l t  w i t h  promptly.  

There h a s  been some l i a i s o n  betwen t h e  
s t o r e  owners and t h e  community i n  t h e  p a s t .  
The f i r s t  p u b l i c  mee t ing  a t t e n d e d  by 
r e s i d e n t  g roups  and t h e  I n d i a n  shopkeepers  
was i n  l a t e  1980.  Some 200 members of  t h e  
Ward 8  Ratepayers  A s s o c i a t i o n  met w i t h  
a b o u t  30 I n d i a n  b u s i n e s s p e r s o n s .  To t h e  
s u r p r i s e  of  many p e o p l e ,  i t  was a  c o r d i a l  
mee t ing .  There  was a  f r a n k  a i r i n g  o f  
g r i e v a n c e s  on b o t h  s i d e s .  R e s i d e n t s  
e x p r e s s e d  concern  a b o u t  t r a f f i c ,  p a r k i n g ,  
l o i t e r i n g  on  ' the  s i d e w a l k s ,  s a n i t a r y  
problems i n  t h e  l a n e s .  The merchants  
mentioned t h e  i n d i g n i t i e s  t h e y  had t o  
s u f f e r  a t  t h e  hands of  t h e  l e s s  t o l e r a n t  
r e s i d e n t s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  

. was a l l o w e d  t o  l a p s e  th rough  i n a c t i o n  on 
bo th  s i d e s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f  t h e  
r a t e p a y e r s  g roup  was n o t  i n  f a v o u r  of  
c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  l i a i s o n ,  and t h e  t h e n  
p r e s i d e n t ,  M r .  Bower, p a r t l y  because  o f  
t h i s  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e ,  d i d  no t  
s e e k  r e - e l e c t i o n .  T h i s  shows t h a t  some 

i n f l u e n t i a l  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  have n o t  
a c c e p t e d  t h e  I n d i a n  b u s i n e s s  a r e a .  

A more c r e a t i v e  and dynamic approach i s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  i n t e r c u l t u r a l  
problems.  A c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of people.  
on a l l  s i d e s  i s  r e q u i r e d  s o  t h a t  r e a l  
world i s s u e s  can  b e  d e f i n e d  and s o l u t i o n s  
found.  Rath-er t h a n  wallowing i n  resent- .  
ment a g a i n s t  one a n o t h e r ,  e a c h  group h a s  
t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r .  It i s  i n  t h e  
c o n t e l t  of everyday l i f e  and e x p e r i e n c e s  
g a i n e d  i n  s o l v i n g  s p e c i f i c  problems t h a t  
a  new b a l a n c e  i s  s t r u c k ,  new l e s s o n s  
l e a r n e d  and new a t t i t u d e s  c r e a t e d .  

T h i s  seemed t o  have  been t h e  t h i n k i n g  
beh ind  t h e  s e t t i n g  up of  a  new r e s i d e n t s  
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  Gerrard-Coxwell R e s i d e n t s '  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  which was formed i n  t h e  summer 
of  1980. Its b a s i c  purpose  was t o  r e s o l v e  
t h e  t r a f f i c  and p a r k i n g  problems on l o c a l  
s t r e e t s  r e s u l t i n g  from a n  i n f l u x  of  
shoppers  t o  I n d i a n  Bazaar  a r e a .  The I n d i a n  
merchants  j o i n e d  f o r c e s  w i t h  t h e  Assoc'ia- 
t i o n  and , s u c c e s s f u l l y  l o b b i e d  c i t y  c o u n c i l  
c i t y  c o u n c i l  f o r  a  65,000 g r a n t  t o  cover  
t h e  expenses  of  s u p e r v i s i n g  a  l o c a l  s c h o o l  
p a r k i n g  l o t  f o r  u s e  by b a z a a r  shoppers .  

T h i s  s o r t  of  l i a i s o n  needs  t o  be  developed.  
For  t h e i r  p a r t ,  t h e  I n d i a n  merchants  s h o u l d  
t r y  t o  c a t e r  t o  t h e  needs  of :he a r e a  
r e s i d e n t s  and a c t i v e l y  promote t h e  b a z a a r  
i n  t h e  l o c a l  community. While  t h i s  may 
n o t  b e  e a s y ,  i t  may b e  t o  t h e  bus inessmen ' s  
advantage .  I t  may h e l p  t o  improve s a l e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  week when t h e  b a z a a r  is  i n  t h e  
doldrums.  Some p r o g r e s s  h a s  been made i n  
t h i s  r e g a r d  a l r e a d y .  The two l i c e n s e d  , 
r e s t a u r a n t s  a r e  beg inn ing  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  
by some a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  a s  neighbourhood 
t a v e r n s .  A few of  t h e  younger more 
adventurous  r e s i d e n t s  have s t a r t e d  
p a t r o n i z i n g  t h e  I n d i a n  r e s t a u r a n t s .  

T h u s , , t h e  I n d i a n  Town merchants  seem t o  b e  
t a k i n g , t h e  f i r s t  s t e p s  towards mee t ing  
t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e :  t h a t  i s  
broadening  t h e i r  m a r k e t t i n g  s ' t r a t e g y  and , 

improving t h e i r  l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  surround- 
i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  community. These 
c h a l l e n g e s  a r e  l e s s  d a u n t i n g  t h a n  t h e  o n e s  
t h e y  have a l r e a d y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  met. Unl ike  
t h e  f i r s t  few y e a r s  when t h e y  j u s t b l u n d e r e d  
a l o n g  i n d i v i d u a l l y  w i t h o u t  s u f f i c i e n t  under- 
s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  new world t h e y  were i n ,  
t h e  merchants  now s h a r e ,  however f a l t e r i n g l y ,  
a  c o l l e c t i v e  v i s i o n  of t h e  f u t u r e .  I f  t h e y  
b u i l d  on t h i s  s h a r e d  s e n s e  of  purpose ,  they  
can  look  t o  t h e  n e x t  decade w i t h  optimism.- 
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Walden B e l l o ,  David KinLey  and 
E l a i n d  E l i n n o n  ( e d . 1 ,  Deve lopment  
D e b a c l e :  The  Wohld B a ~ h  i n  t h e  
P h i l i p , ~ , i n e n .  Sun Fhancih co : I n ~ t i -  
t u t e  d o h  Food and Deve lopment  p o l i c y ,  

papehC~ach,  $ 6 . 9 5 .  

H a n y  w o u l d  l i k e  u s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  W o r l d  B a n k ,  i n  p r o v i d i n g  f u n d s  
f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  ( u s u a l l y  u n d e r d e v e l -  
o p e d )  c o u n t r i e s  i s  p r o v i d i n g  a  s e r -  
v i c e  b y  h e l p i n g  t h e m  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  
t h e  w o r l d  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  t e c h n o l o -  

T o  e n s u r e  t h i s  u n e q u a l  e x c h a n g e ,  t h e  
W o r l d  B a n k  a l s o  u s e s  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  i n -  
f  l u e n c e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  
a p p a r a t u s  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  g o v e r n m e n t .  
C o u n t e r - i n s u r g e n c y  m e a s u r e s  h a v e  e x -  
p a n d e d  i n  b o t h  t h e  u r b a n  a r e a s  a n d  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e .  

T o  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a n d  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  
t h e  e x p l o i t a t i v e  a n d  r e p r e s s i v e  f o r c e s  
o f  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k  s e e m  t o  b e  a l l  e n c o m -  
p a s s i n g .  T h e  a u t h o r s  f u r t h e r  
p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e s '  r e s i s t a n c e  
m o v e m e n t s  a r e  a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
e x t e n s i v e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  r e p r e s s i o n  
w h i c h  i s  o v e r  p r e s e n t .  

Dv.veLopment Debacle  i s  a  P o w e r f u l  b o o k  
f o r  i t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  l i n k a g e s  b e -  
t w e e n  u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p o l i t i c a l  
r e p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  i n s u r g e n c y  i n  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s .  What  i s  l a c k i n g  i n  t h e  
b o o k ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h e  h u m a n  d i m e n s i o n  
o f  e c o n o m i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
c o e r c i o n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  , i t  i s  s o m e w h a t  
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  r e a d e r s  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  
t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  F i l i p i n o s .  T h e  c h a p t e r s  
w h i l e  e x c e l l e n t l y  w r i t t e n  a n d  a r g u m e n t s  
w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d ,  r e m a i n  h i g h l y  a c a d e m i c .  
As a  p o l i t i c a l  t o o l  t o  r a i s e  t h e  c o n -  
s c i o u s n e s s  o f  r e a d e r s ,  t h e  b o o k  f a i l s .  

Bobby Siu 
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g i c a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  a n d  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s .  

. 
T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e .  W i t h  
t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  P h i l F ? p i n e s ,  
Development  Debacxe,  a r g u e s  f o r c e f u l l y  
a g a i n s t  t h i s  b e l i e f .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  
t h e  o t h e r  way  r o u n d .  T h e  d e e p e r  t h e  
: : o r l d  B a n k  i s  e n t r e n c h e d  i n  t h e  P h i l i -  
p p i n e s ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  e c o n -  
o n i c  d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  T h e  W o r l d  B a n k ,  a s  
t h e  a u t h o r s  m a i n t a i n ,  e n s u r e s  t h e  u n o b -  
s t r u c t e d  f l o w  o f  f o r e i g n  c a p t i a l  a n d  
c o m m o d i t i e s  i n t o  t h e  P h i f i p p i n e s .  I n  
r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m y  o f  
F i l i p i n o s ,  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k  s t r e s s e d  t h e  
l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  c h e m i c a l -  
i n t e n s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  s o  t h a t  g o o d s  f r o m  
U. S . - o w n e d  f a c t o r i e s  c o u l d  b e  c h e a p l y  m a d e  
a n d  A m e r i c a n  c h e m i c a l  f e r t i l i z e r e  w o u l d  
b e  w i d e l y  p u r c h a s e d .  

E d c t o h i a l  c o n t i ~ l u e d  

I n  a  b a c k - h a n d e d  s h o t ,  p a t r o n i z i n g  
c r i t i c s  i m p r e s s e d  u p o n  t h e  f i l m ' s  
t i g h t  b u d g e t  a s  i t s  p r i n c i p l e  re-  
d e e m i n g  f e a t u r e .  l l o r e o v e r ,  r e v i e w -  
e r s  u s e d  s u c h  p h r s e s  a s  ' o r i e n t a l  
m y s t i q u e '  a n d  ' f o r t u n e  c o o k i e  s y n -  
d r o m e '  w h e n  d i s c u s s i n g  W a n g ' s  w o r k .  

A l t h o u g h  i t  seems t h a t  A s i a n s  a r e  f a i r -  
i n g  b e t t e r  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  m e d i a . .  ... h e n c e ,  m a j o r i t y ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  
C a n a n d i a n s  a r e  r e a d y  t o  s e e  A s i a n  f a c e s  
o n  t h e  s c r e e n  o r  t o  a c c e p t  t h e m  i n t o  
t h e i r  h o m e s .  

I f  ' p o s i t i v e n e s s '  i s  w h a t  y o u  a r e  s e e k -  
i n g ,  t h i s  i s s u e  v i l l  b e  m o r e  y o u r  s t y l e  . . . b u t  d o  r e a d  b e t w e e n  t h e  l i n e s .  ,, 



WIDENING VISIONS 
Third World Films at Toronto's 

Festival of Festivals ri~fzdrd h.qg 
T o r o n t o ' s  1 9 8 2  f i l m  e x t r a v a g a n z a ,  
" F e s t i v a l  o f  F e s t i v a l s "  w a s  f r a u g h t  
w i t h  d i f  f i c u l s i e s .  Some f i l m s  a r -  
r i v e d  l a t e ,  o t h e r s  w e r e  b l u e - p e n c i l -  
l e d  b v  O n t a r i o ' s -  B o a r d  o f  C e n s o r s .  
a n d  a  f e w  d i d  n o t  s h o w  up a t  a l l .  By 
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  F e s t i v a l ,  i t s  p r o -  
g ramme h a d  b e e n  r e v i s e d  s o  o f t e n  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e .  Amazon ,  f a m i l y  
b r e a k d o w n s ,  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  r a c i s m  
a n d  s e x i s m  - -  i n  a  d i s t i n c t l y  Bra-  
z i l i a n  s e t t i n g .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s -  
i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  w o r k s  w e r e  u n p o p u l a r  
w i t h  t h o s e  B r a z i l i a n s  who p r e f e r  t o  
s e e  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  p r e s e n t e d  a s  " s o -  
p h i s t i c a t e d ,  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  d e m o c r a -  
& : - : 7  . 
L I C  . 

; h a t  t h e  s c h e d u l e s  p o s t e d  o u t s i d e  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c i n e m a s  b e g a n  t o  b e a r .  Of t h e  e i g h t  A s i a n  f i l m s  a d v , e r t i s e d  i n  
a  c l o s e  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  c u b i s t  c o l -  t h e  F e s t i v a l  s c h e d u l e ,  t h r e e  w e r e  F i l -  
l a g e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  many p a t r o n s  
c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  d i s t a n c e s  b e t w e e n  
t h e a t r e s  a n d  d e l a y s  i n  s t a r t i n g  
t i m e s  w h i l e  o t h e r s  f o u n d  t h e  t h e  
o f f e r i n g s  o f  t h e  F e s t i v a l  " d i s a p -  

i p i n o ,  a n o t h e r ,  a  F i l i p i n o - F r e n c h  c o -  
~ r o d u c t i o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  L i n o  B r o k a ' s  
Bona w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  s h o w n  a s  s c h e d u l e d .  
P:ike d e  L e o n ' s  Kinaprnata r e m a i n e d  i n -  
e x p l i c a b l y  m i r e d  i n  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  b u r -  
e a u c r a c y  a n d  h i s  o t h e r  w o r k  Batch ' t i l  

a r r i v e d  o n  
t h e  f i n a l  

H o w e v e r ,  F e s t i v a l .  

a n d  s e e m i n g l y  i n e v i t a b l e  c r i t i c i s m ,  
t h i s  y e a r ' s  F e s t i v a l  s h o w c a s e d  a  
f a r  w i d e r  r a n g e  o f  f i l m s  t h a n  e v e r  Peau ( F i v e  and t h e  
b e f o r e .  T h e  s e v e n  y e a r  o l d  F e s t i -  S k i n )  w a s  c a u g h t  i n  

v a l  h a s  b r o k e n  o u t  o f  i t s  W e s t  a  c o n t r o v e r s y  b e t w e e n  

E u r o p e a n ,  A m e r i c a n ,  A u s t r a l * a n  o r b i t  F e s t i v a l  o r g a n i z e r s  a n d  
a n d  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  w e l l  o n  i t s  way  t o  O n t a r i o  B o a r d  o f  C e n s o r s  a n d  

b e c o m i n g  t r u l y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  c o n s e q u e n t l y  w a s  n o t  s h o w n  p u b l i c l y .  

L a s t  y e a r ,  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  u s u a l  
" C r i t i c s  C h o i c e "  a n d  " B u r i e d  T r e a -  
s u r e s "  o f f e r i n g s ,  t h e  F e s t i v a l  p r e -  
s e n t e d  a  s e r i e s  e n t i t l e d  " C u l t u r e  
U n d e r  P r e s s u r e "  w h i c h  f e a t u r e d  T i z u -  
k o  Y a m a s a k i '  s G a i j i n :  A 3kaz ,~&iarz  
Odynney a n d  a  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  o f  w o r k s  
b y  Y i l m a z  G u n e y .  T h i s  y e a r ,  c i n e -  
p h i l e s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  t o  r e c e n t  f i l m s  
b y  B r a z i l i a n  a n d  A s i a n  d i r e c t o r s .  

6 0 v ~ a  w a s  e a g e r l y  a w a i t e d  b y  F e s t i v a l -  
g o e r s  who r e m e m b e r e d  L i n a  B r o k a ' s  
J a g u a k  w h i c h  w a s  s c r e e n e d  l a s t  y e a r .  
L i k e  i t s  f o r e r u n n e r ,  i t  t o o  i s  a n  
a l l e g o r i c a l  m e l o d r a m a ,  t h i s  t i m e  
a b o u t  a y o u n g  woman who s a c r i f i c e s  
h e r  f a m i l y  a n d  c a r e e r  t o  f o l l o w  a n  
i n s e n s i t i v e  m a c h o  m o v i e . e x t r a .  How- 
e v e r ,  R ~ n a  a l s o  v i s u a l l y  r e p e a t s  
much  o f  w h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  Jaguak a n d  
s l i d e s  i n t o  m e d i o c r i t y  a f t e r  some 
s u p e r l a t i v e  o p e n i n g  s h o t s  o f  t h e  

Of t h e  n i n e t e e n  B r a z i l i a n  o f f e r i n g s ,  f a m o u s  Good F r i d a y  p r o c e s s i o n .  E v e n  
s o m e ,  s u c h  a s  C / ~ u v a n  de vekao  [Sumtnek 

t h e  f i n e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  P h i l i p  S a l -  R a i n n )  a n d  Elen  nao uham B e a c h - T i e  v a d o r  a n d  X o r a  A u n o r ,  b o t h  F i l i p i n o  [ T h e y  d o n ' t  w t a k  B e a c l z - T i e l ,  w e r e  s c r e e n  i d o l s ,  c o u l d  n o t  s a l v a g e  
s u p e r b ;  o t h e r s ,  l i k e  I t a c e m a  w e r e  t h i s  p r e d i c t a b l e  f i l m .  
n o t a b l e  b u t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e i r  b u d g e -  
t a r y  c o n s t r a i n t s ;  a n d  a t  l e a s t  o n e ,  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  B a t c h ' t i l  
T e k k a  do6 l n d i o n  1 Land 0 6  l n d i a n n ) ,  h a s  y e t  t o  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  P h i l i p -  

a  d o c u m e n t a r y  a b o u t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  p i n e s .  O s t e n s i b l y  a b o u t  s t u d e n t  

d f  n a t i v e  c u l t u r e s ,  w a s  t o p i c a l  b u t  f r a t e r n i t i e s  i n  a  M a n i l a  u n i v e r s i t y ,  

i n t e r m i n a b l e .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e s e  i t  i s  a  s c a t h i n g  d e p i c t i o n  o f  " t h e  

f i l m s  c r i t i c a l l y  e x a m i n e d  c o n t e m -  m a c h i n a t i o n s  o f  a n  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  

p o r a r y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n c e r n s  -- o r g a n i z a t i o n  m a s q u e r a d i n g  a s  a n  

p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s s i o n ,  u n c o n t r p l l e d  e g a l i t a r i a n  o n e " .  F i l i p i n o  c e n s o r s  
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a r e  d e m a n d i n g  o v e r  f o r t y  c u t s  b e f o r e  
i t  c a n  p r e m i e r e  t h e r e .  I t  i s  a  ' s hame  
8 a t c h 1 t i l  a r r i v e d  l a t e  a t  t h e  F e s t i -  
v a l .  

Cinq e t  La Peau w a s  o n e  o f  two  f i l m s  
a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  d i s p u t e  b e t w e e n  
t h e  c e n s o r s  a n d  F e s t i v a l  o r g a n i z e r s .  
T h e  g u a r d i a n s  o f  p u b l i c  m o r a l i t y  i n  
O n t a r i o  d e m a n d e d  t h a t  c u t s  b e  made  
t o  t h e  F i l i p i n o - F r . e n c h  c o - p r o d u c t i o n  
b e f o r e  i t  c o u l d  b e  shown  t o  F e s t i -  
v a l  a u d i e n c e s .  A s  i t  i s  F e s t i v a l  
p o l i c y  t o  s h o w  f i l m s  o n l y  i n  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  e n t i r e t y ,  t h e  s c r e e n  r e -  
m a i n e d  d a r k  f o r  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  p u b l i c  
s h o w i n g s .  F e s t i v a l  D i r e c t o r  Wayne 
C l a r k s o n ,  i n  a n  i m p a s s i o n e d  s p e e c h ,  
a c c u s e d  t h e  c e n s o r s  o f  a t t e m p t i n g  
" q u i t e  c a l c u l a t i n g l y  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  
F e s t i v a l " ,  w h i l e  R i s s i e n t  a d d e d  t h a t  
t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  a i d e d  t h e  r e -  
p r e s s i v e  M a r c o s  r e g i m e .  

I 

- - 

Cinq e t  La Peau i s  a n  h o n e s t ,  un-  
p a t r o n i z i n g  a n d  i n f o r m e d  e x a m i n a -  
t i o n  o f  a  f o r e i g n e r ' s  l i f e  i n  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s .  I t  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  f i l m  
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  a n d  u n d o u b t e d l y  c o n -  
t r o v e r s i a l ;  b u t ,  o b s c e n e  i t  i s  n o t .  
I n  f a c t ,  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  a r o u s i n g  o r (  
t i t i l l a t i n g  t h e  " o f f e n d i n g "  e i g h t y -  
two s e c o n d s  p r e s e n t  a  s t r i k i n g  p o r -  
t r a y a l  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  
p o v e r t y  a n d  t h e  m a r k e t i n g  o f  f e m a l e  
f l e s h .  T h a t  t h e  c e n s o r s  m i s s e d  t h i s  
c r u c i a l  l i n k  i n  t h e  s e q u e n c e  a s  t h e y  
d i d  i n  Not a Love S t o t y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  
a g a i n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o b l i v o u s  t o  t h e  
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  p o r n o g r a p h y  a n d  
a r t .  

Of t h e  A s i a n  f i l m s  t h a t  d i d  s h o w ,  
J a p a n ' s  Doto No Kawa (Muddy R i v e t ] ,  
a n  O s c a r  n o m i n e e  f o r  b e s t  f o r e i g n  
f i l m  o f  1 9 8 1 ,  w a s  m o s t  p o p u l a r .  
S e t  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  a n d  s h o t  i n  b l a c k  

a n d  w h i t e ,  t h i s  m o v i n g  c l a s s i c  
d e a l s  w i t h  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  
t w o  y o u n g  b o y s :  N o b u o ,  a  p o o r  

Doro No Kawa .. 
n o o d l e - s h o p  o w n e r ' s ' s o n ,  a n d  K i c h i i ,  
t h e  s o n o f  a  w idow f o r c e d  i n t o  p r o -  
s t i t u t i o n .  W i t h  r e m a r k a b l e  s e n s i t i -  
v i t y  a n d  g r a c e ,  D i r e c t o r  K o h e i  O g u r i  
e x p l o r e s  t h e  d i l e m m a  o f  n i n e  y e a r  
o l d  Nobuo a s  h e  , i s  f o r c e d  t o  c h o o s e  
b e t w e e n  s o c i a l  c o n f o r m i t y  a n d  t r u e  
f r i e n d s h i p .  

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  A s i a n  
f i l m s  a t  t h e  F e s t i v a l  d e a l t  e x c l u s i v d -  
l y  w i t h  r , u r a l  l i f e .  M o v i n g  a s  s l o w l y  
a n d  e f f o r t l e s s l y  a s  t h e  s u n  i n  t h e  
s k y ,  Baddegama c h r o n i c l e s  t h e  w o e s  
o f  a  s e m i - f e u d a l  p e a s a n t r y  i n  a  s m a l l  
d r o u g h t - s t r i c k e n  v i l l a g e .  S e t  a t  t h e  

1 Baddegama ,-I 
t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  3addegama e x p o s e s  
t h e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  w i t c h  d o c t o r s ,  
t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  v i l l a g e  h e a d m e n ,  a n d  
t h e  i n e q u i t y  o f  p a t r i a r c h y .  N e v e r -  
t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  f i l m  b y  S r i  L a n k a n  
d i r e c t o r  L e s t e r  J a m e s  P e r i e s ,  b a s e d  
a s  i t  i s  o n  a b o o k  b y  L e o n a r d  W o o l f ,  
o n e - t i m e  B r i t i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  p r e -  
d i c t a b l y  p o r t r a y s  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  a s  
b e n e v o l e n t  b u t  h e l p l e s s  a n d  i s o l a t e d .  

V e r y  d . i f f i c u l t  i n  t o n e  a n d  c o n t e n t ,  
b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  
i t s  g e n r e  was  T h e  S t o h y  0 6  Woo V i e t  
b y  Hong K o n g ' s  Ann H u i .  A t i g h t  
me lod - r ama  w i t h  t o u c h e s  o f  F i l m  X o i r ,  
Kung Fu  a n d  m y s t e r y  m o v i e s ,  t h e  s t ' o r y  
t e l l s  o f  a  y o u n g  S o u t h  V i e t n a m e s e  
s o l d i e r  i n  a  Hong Kong r e f u g e e  c a m p .  
Hounded  .by m u r d e r o u s  V i e t  C o n g ,  h e  
b u y s  a  f a l s e  p a s s p o r t  a n d  a n  a i r l i n e  

The  A ~ i a n a d i a n  



t i c k e t  t o  A m e r i c a .  H o w e v e r ,  when  h i s  
p l a n e  t o u c h e s  down i n  M a n i l a  h i s  
s w e e t h e a r t ,  who h a s  a c c o m p a n i e d  h i m  
on  t h i s  t r i p ,  i s  k i d n a p p e d  a n d  s o l d  
i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  c a m e r a  f o l l o w s  
W o o . V i e t  t h r o u g h  M a n i l a ' s  s o r d i d  u n -  
d e r w o r l d  i n  s e a r c h  o f  h i s  l o s t  l o v e .  
T h e  S t v h y  0 6  Woo V l e t  i s  w e l l - p a c e d  
a n d  s k i l l f u l ;  h o w e v e r  i t  t r i e s  t o  
p u l l  t o g e t h e r  t o o  many e l e m e n t s  a t  

I i 

The Story of Woo Viet I 
o n c e .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  p r o v i d e s  l i t t l e  
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  p o l i t i c s  a n d  
r e p r o d u c e s  v i s i o n s  o f  S o u t h - E a s t  
A s i a  a s  a n  e a r t h l y  h e l l ,  I m a g e s  w h i c h  
w e s t e r n  a u d i e n c e s  who h a v e  s e e n  The  
Dceh f f u ~ t e h  a n d  A p o c a l y p n e  Now h a v e  
come t o  e x p e c t .  

Fire on the Water I 
By i r o n i c  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
d o c u m e n t a r y ,  Fihe  on  t h e  W a t e h ,  a l s o  
s c r e e n e d  a t  t h e  F e s t i v a l ,  s e e m s  t o  
a d d r e s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  "What  i f  Woo 
V i e t  h a d  made  i t  t o  A m e r i c a ? "  R o b e r t  
H i l l m a n ' s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  completed o n l y  
w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h e  F e s t i v a l  b e g a n ,  
p o r t r a y s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  r e c e n t l y  
a r r i v e d  V i e t n a m e s e  r e f u g e e s  i n  a 
s m a l l  T e x a n  s h r i m p i n g  t o w n .  A s  t h e  
s h r i m p  s t o c k  d e p l e t e s  a n d  o v e r a l l  
i n c o m e  f a l l s ,  t e m p e r s  f l a r e  a n d  
w h i t e  b o a t o w n e r s  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
h o s t i l e  a n d  m a k e  s c a p e g o a t s  o f  t h e  
r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  V i e t n a m e s e .  B o a t s  
a r e  b u r n e d  a s  t h e  Ku K l u x  K l a n  g e t s  
i n v o l v e d .  

H i l l m a n  p r o j e c t s  h i ' s  f i l m  a s  a  p r e -  
v i e w  o f  a  l a r g e r  m o r e  i n - d e p t h  e x a m i -  
n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w h i c h  h e  
w i l l  c o m p l e t e  a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e .  Hope-  
f u l l y  h i s  s e c o n d  f i l m  w i l l  e x p l o r e  
t h e  i m p a c t  o f  n o n - r a c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o n  t h e  d i s p u t e  a n d  
a l s o  t r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  l i n k  b e t w e e n  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n f l i c t  a n d  A m e r l c a n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t ;  e l e m e n t s  
w h i c h  a r e  s a d l y  i g n o r e d  i n  t h e  o r i g i -  
n a l  w o r k .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a s  i t  s t a n d s ,  
Fihe  on X ~ C  W a t c h  i s  r e f r e s h i n g l y  
u n p a t r o n i z i n g  a n d  d o e s  n o t  b e t r a y  a n  
i d e o l o g i c a l  b i a s ,  t w o  q u a l i t i e s  
r a r e l y  f o u n d  i n  w o r k s  o f  t h i s  g e n r e .  

A b o u t  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  s i ~ u a -  
t i o n ,  S e p u t ~ h  H a t c ~ i y a h ,  Semeaah 84.- 
b i t n q a  (An W h i t e  ah t h e  Heah t ,  A4 
Red ab LLpb)  b y  I n d o n e s i a ' s  
S l a m e t  R a t q r d j o  d e a l s  w i t h  r e c o n c i l i a -  
t i o n  i n  a  l a r g e ,  w e a l - t o - d o  D j a k a r t a  
f a m i l y .  T h i s  u r b a n e  w o r k  b o a s t s  a  
b e v y  o f  c h i c l y  d r e s s e d  c h a r a c t e r s  i n -  
c l u d i n g :  a  p s y c h o l g i s t  d a u g h t e r ,  
f o r e v e r  t a k i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s ;  a  b u s i n e s s  
e x e c u t i v e  s o n  a n d  h i s  w h i t e  w i f e  a n d  
a s w e e t ,  j u s t  s l i g h t l y  m a n i p u l a t i v e  
m o t h e r  who i s  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  l i n k  w i t h  
a, t r a d i t i o n a l  I n d o n e s i a n  p a s t * .  Un- 
f o r t u n a t e l y  s e v e r e  s u b - t i t l i n g  p r o -  
b l e m s  m a d e  i t  a  d i f f i c u l t  f i l m  f o r  
m o s t  n o n - I n d o n e s i a n s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  
R a h a r d j o ' s  f i r s t  f i l m ,  Rembulan Dan 
Matahah i  ( A  T i m e  t u  Mend] w a s  a l s o  
s c r e e n e d  a t  t h e  F e s t i v a l .  

Asian f i lms . . were not popular 

- 
D e s p i t e  t h e  n o v e l t y  a n d  o b v i o u s  h i g h  
q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  A s i a n  f i l m s  p r e s e n t e d  
a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  F e s t i v a l  t h e y  w e r e  
n o t  t e r r i b l y  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  T o r o n t o  
p u b l i c .  E v e n  c r i t i c a l l y  a c c l a i m e d  
w o r k s  l i k e  Ooho No Kawa (Muddy R i v e t )  
d r e w  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  a u d i e n c e s .  
A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  u s u a l  p r o b l e m  w i t h  
p u b l i c i t y ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  
g e n e r a l  i g n o r - a n c e  a m o n g  T o r o n t o n i a n s  
o f  a n y  c i n e m a  o u t s i d e  t h e  " d e v e l o p e d "  
w o r l d .  G i v e n  t h e  v o l u m e ,  q u a l i t y ,  
a n d  r a n g e  o f  f i l m i n g  w h i c h  i s  d o n e  
i n  t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d  t o d a y ,  t h i s  c o n -  
d i t i o n  i s  ' r e g r e t t a b l e .  T h e  T o r o n t o  
F e s t i v a l  o f  F e s t i v a l s  h a s  m a d e  a  
n o b l e  e f f o r t  t o  c h a n g e  t h i s .  Hope-  
f u l l y  c i n e m g o e r s  a n d  t h e  O n t a r i o  
C e n s o r  B o a r d  w i l l  t a k e  a l l  t h e  n e c e s -  
s a r y  m e a s u r e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  
t r e n d  i s  n o t  d i s c o u r a g e d . -  

R i c h a r d  F u n g  i n  a 6hee.eance w h i i e h  
and  A Cinema S t u d i e n  n t u d e n t  a t  t h e  
U n i v c h n i t y  u 6 T u h o n t u  . 

- - -  -- - - 
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T h e  F i r s t  C a n a d i a n  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  
U r d u  w a s  h e l d  o n  t h e  w e e k e n d  o f  
S e p t e m b e r  2 5 - 2 6  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  T o r o n t o  c a m p u s .  I t  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  
b y  t h e  A n j u m a n - e - U r d u ,  C a n a d a  ( U r d u  
S o c i e t y  o f  C a n a d a )  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  G r a d u a t e  C e n t r e  o f  S o u t h  
A s i a n  S t u d i e s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o r o n t o .  
T h e  t w o - d a y  e v e n t  w a s  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  
F e d e r a l  M i n i s t r y  o f  M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m .  

T h e  t w o - d a y  e v e n t  w a s  f u n d e d . b y  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  - M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  
D i r e c t o r a t e .  

U r d u  i s  a  l a n g u a g e  s p o k e n  i n  I n d i a ,  
P a k i s t a n  a n d  b y  a  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  a s  w e l l  a s  b y  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  A s i a n s  who now 
l i v e  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  t h e  N o r t h  A m e r i -  
c a n  c o n t i n e n t .  

T h e  m o r n i n g  a n d  a f t e r n o o n  o f  S e p t e m -  
b e r  2 5  w a s  t a k e n  up b y  a c o n f e r e n c e  
o n  U r d u  p o e t r y .  S c h o l a r s  f r o m  N o r t h  
A m e r i c a  a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  s u b c o n t i n e n t  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e s s i o n s .  
On S u n d a y  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  
s e v e r a l  w o r k s h o p s  o n  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  
o f  t h e  U r d u  l a n g u a g e .  

T h e  c r o w n i n g  e v e n t  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  
c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  t h e  G r a n d  
P i u s h a i r a  h e l d  on  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  
S e p t e m b e r  2 5 .  Some 6 0 0  p e o p l e  
t h r o n g e d  t o  h e a r  t h e i r  b e l o v e d  p o e t s  
r e c i t e  s o m e  r e c e n t  c o m p o s i t i o n s .  
T h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  w e l l - k n o w n  p o e t s  
f r o m  P a k i s t a n :  F a i z  A .  F a i z ,  w i n n e r  
o f  t h e  L e n i n  P e a c e  P r i z e ,  a n d  o n e  
o f  t h e  m o s t  w i d e l y  r e a d  U r d u  p o e t s ,  ' 

J .  A a l i ,  j o u r n a l i s t - p o e t  a n d  b a n k e r  
who h a s  a  m a s s  f o l l o w i n g  i n  h i s  
c o u n t r y ;  Ahmed F a r a z ,  r e b e l  p o e t  
w h o s e  v e r s e  e x u d e s  a  d e e p  s o c i a l  
c o n s c i e n c e .  F r o m  I n d i a  t h e r e  w a s  
A l i  S a r d a r  J a a f r i ,  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c ,  
p o e t  a n d  m o v i n g  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  p r o -  
g r e s s i v e  m o v e m e n t  on t h e  s u b c o n t i -  
n e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a b o u t  1 5  p o e t s  
f r o m  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  r e c i t e d  t h e i r  
c o m p o s i t i o n s .  

T h e  1 . l u s h a i r a  c o n t i n u e d  t i l l  t h r e e -  . 
t h i r t y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  w i t h  t h e  
o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  s t a y i n g  t o  t h e  e n d .  
I t  w a s  c l e a r  f r o m  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  
t h e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t ,  f o r  U r d u - l o v i n g  
p e o p l e  o f  T o r o n t o ,  t h e  l i u s h a i r a  
h a d  n o t  l o s t  i t s  t r e m e n d o u s  a p p e a l ,  
a s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  a s  a n  e x p r e s s -  
i o n  o f  m a s s  c u l t u r e .  

What is  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ?  T h i s  w a s  t h e  t o p i c  
of a  p l a y  performed by t h e  P e l i c a n  P l a y e r s  
a t  S t .  Chad 's  Angl ican  Church ( ~ u f f e r i n l  
S t .  C l a i r  West) i n  Toron to  on C c ~ o b e r  1 s t .  

Through t h e  d r a m a t i c  a c t s  and c r e a t i v e  
d i a l o g u e s  among f o u r  a c t o r s ,  t h e  d i s a p p o i n t -  
ment,  so r row,  and e x p e c t a t i o n  of  immigran t s  
and n a t i v e  p e o p l e  were  p o r t r a y e d .  T h i s  
p l a y ,  e n t i t  l e d  " S u b j e c t  t o  C h a n g e " ,  w a s  
performed t ~ ~ t i m u l a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  among 
h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  on rac i sm,  
immigrant e x p e r i e n c e ,  c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y  
and i d e n t i t y ,  e d u c a t i o n  and employment. 
The s c e n e s  on t h e  j o b  s e a r c h  e x p e r i e n c e  
of  a  b l a c k  you th  were i m p r e s s i v e .  What is 
l a c k i n g  i n  t h i s  p l a y  i s  a  c o h e r e n t  d i r e c -  
t i o n  where r a c e  r 2 l a t i o n s  shou ld  go. 

\ 

CELEBRATION OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE VIETNmYESE ASSOCIATION 

It was a  c h e e r f u l  e v e n i n g  a t  t h e  China 
Court  R e s t a u r a n t .  About 70 p e o p l e  came , 
t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  1 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  
o f  t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  
T h e  d a t e  w a s  S e p t e m b e r  2 5 ,  1 9 8 2 .  

Ten y e a r s  ago ,  a  s m a l l  group o f  Vietnamese 
s t u d e n t s  s t a r t e d  a  s o c i a l  c l u b ,  and i t  i s  
a  f u l l - f l e d g e d  s e r v i c e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t o d a y .  
It embodied t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s  and 
l e a d e r s h i p  among t h e  Vietnamese.  

Mr. Don Nguyen, t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Asso- 
c i a t i o n ,  . g  ave a  s p e e c h  and o f f e r e d  t h a n k s  
t o  members and v o l u n t e e r s .  C o n t r a r y  t o  
o u r  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  t h e  food  s e r v e d  t h a t  
even ing  was Chinese.  

I 
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UONEN ' s CULTURAL CONFERENCE. On S a t u r d a y  S e p t e m b e r  2 5 t h ,  a n  
a l l  d a y  c o n f e r e n c e  t i t l e d  "Women 
o f  D i f f e r e n t  C u l t u r e s  W o r k i n g  
T o g e t h e r "  w a s  h e l d  a t  t h e  O n t a r i o  
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S t u d i e s  i n  E d u c a t i o n  
i n  T o r o n t o .  

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  
t h e  W e s t  I n d i a n  S o c i a l  a n d  C u l -  

I 

t u r a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  Women ' s  Re- 
s e a r c h  a n d  R e s o u r c e s  C e n t r e ,  D e p a r t -  
m e n t  o f  S o c i o l o g y ,  O . I . S . E .  T h e  
f o r u m  w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  women t o  d i s c u s s  
i s s k e s  o f  common c o n c e r n  t o  t h e m :  
i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i n  
w o r k  a n d  c a r e e r  a d v a n c e m e n t .  T h i s  

A c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  o n e  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  
p r o j e c t s  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  t h e  S o c i e t y  

P c r t t ~ c i p a ~ l t s  n t  . t i l t  "IJomc~i or; D ~ d d c t e ~ ~ t  t h i s  y e a r .  I t  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  a l -  
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